
PAST EVENTS – 2009 

December 20th - One last Hooray! (opens in new window) 

---------------------------------------- 

Remembrance Sunday at the French War Memorial, Elvington, Yorkshire - 8th November 

The TOC were approached by Ian Reed, Director of the Yorkshire Air Museum, to assist in the 
transportation of a group representing the families and relatives of French Veterans who flew from 
Elvington during WW2. 

 

The group were invited to attend the annual remembrance service which is held at the only memorial to 
the French Air Forces in the UK. 

"The Gallic ties that bind for the Yorkshire Air Museum at Elvington are based on wartime history. 

During the Second World War, Elvington was the only base from which French-crewed heavy bombers 
operated, flying the Handley Page Halifax aircraft. 

Veterans from these squadrons and their families have visited the air museum on many occasions, 
through the Amicale des Anciens des Groupes Lourdes association. 

There were about 2,000 French personnel supporting 346 and 347 Tunisie Squadrons based at Elvington 
during the war, and nearly 200 air crew were lost on missions. 

Many others were awarded Distinguished Flying Crosses for their great skill and valour during missions 
made particularly poignant since some of their targets were in their own country. 

After the war the British Government donated the remaining Halifax bombers from those squadrons to 
their French counterparts, and in October 1945 they were flown to Bordeaux to form a major part of the 
country's new air force - in which at least 20 of the airmen who served at Elvington went on to become 
senior officers". 

http://leveque.jeanluc.free.fr/images/Un_dernier_Hourrah/album/contact.htm
http://www.yorkshireairmuseum.org/
http://translate.google.com/translate?prev=hp&hl=en&js=y&u=http://halifax346et347.canalblog.com/archives/bibliographies_sur_les_groupes_lourds/p0-0.html&sl=fr&tl=en&history_state0=


 

Emblem of the Amicale des Anciens des Groupes Lourdes association 

  

Nick Hopkinson's DS prepares for the journey to Elvington 

http://translate.google.com/translate?prev=hp&hl=en&js=y&u=http://halifax346et347.canalblog.com/archives/bibliographies_sur_les_groupes_lourds/p0-0.html&sl=fr&tl=en&history_state0=


 

Parked at the memorial 

 



 
 

 



 

Wreaths were laid on behalf of the Royal Air Force, Royal Canadian Air Force, French Air Force and 
the Groupes Lourdes association 

 

Cars parked at the Elvington Air Museum 

http://translate.google.com/translate?prev=hp&hl=en&js=y&u=http://halifax346et347.canalblog.com/archives/bibliographies_sur_les_groupes_lourds/p0-0.html&sl=fr&tl=en&history_state0=


 

Cars parked at the Elvington Air Museum 

      

Bernies "FFI" Wooden Brooch which was made by one of his relatives. 

I think that we can expect this to become an annual event! 

---------------------------------------- 

November 7th - Tea with the Lord Mayor of York 

Tea with the Lord Mayor of York 

The TOC were approached by Ian Reed, Director of the Yorkshire Air Museum, to assist in the 
transportation of a group representing the families and relatives of French Veterans who flew from 
Elvington during WW2. 

The group were invited for tea with the Lord Mayor of York, at the "Mansion House", which was the first 
formal residence for a Lord Mayor of a City in England, with construction starting in 1638. 

http://www.yorkshireairmuseum.org/


 

L to R - Nick Hopkinson's DS, James Geddes's Traction, John & Bev Oates's Traction, John Barnes's 
Traction, 

  

L to R -The Presidential Limousine (Bernie's), Barry & Fred's Fixed-head Coupé, Popka's "pimpmobile" 

The Cars meet up to await the guests 



 

James Geddes & Noel Davidson carry out a final inspection 

 

Ian Reed (Director of Yorkshire Air Museum) fulfils that dream we all have! 

http://www.yorkshireairmuseum.org/


 

The Lord Mayor greets the Party in St Helen's Square 

 



 

Popular with the Tourists! 

 

"On Parade" in St Helen's Square 



 

Group Photo in the main Reception Room of the Mansion House 

 

---------------------------------------- 

October 17-19th - A Railway at War, Pickering, North Yorkshire 

PDF 

Video (hosted on YouTube) 

 

---------------------------------------- 

October 3rd - 90th Anniversary Celebrations 

 

For those of you that were unable to 

attend here is a little taste of the 

event which was held at the world 

famous ACE Cafe, London, NW1 

The Videos - All link to YouTube 

90th Birthday party at the 

ACE Cafe 

Citroen 90th Advert 

Slide Show of  

90th Birthday party 

Video of the Celebrations 

http://traction-owners.co.uk/uploads/past-events/images/2009/WARTIME%20WEEKEND.pdf
http://traction-owners.co.uk/uploads/past-events/images/2009/WARTIME%20WEEKEND.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nkPGfQSKaq0
http://www.ace-cafe-london.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A25cScK9eqY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A25cScK9eqY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jSgSENx92Zw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0tW_1UBXXU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0tW_1UBXXU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=umhm-3gYLto


  

What the papers said: 

Auto Express 

Please be patient, these pdf files take a little 

time to download! 

 
Click on the image to download the article 

Classic Car Weekly 

Please be patient, these pdf files take a little time to 

download! 

 
Click on the image to download the article 

 

---------------------------------------- 

July 10th-13th - 75-4-75 - The ACI Event of the Year – Arras,- videos and slideshow (hosted by YouTube) 

Video, Photos and Slide Shows of the 75th Anniversary of the launch of the Traction Avant 

 

Slide Shows and Videos hosted by YouTube 

 

"Classic & Sports Car's" Review of the 

event 

The Traction Museum (1 of 2) - Mick Popka (video) 

The Traction Museum (2 of 2) - Mick Popka (video) 

Howard Spiers' photo collection of Arras 
(Links to external site) 

http://traction-owners.co.uk/uploads/past-events/images/2009/CandSC.pdf
http://traction-owners.co.uk/uploads/past-events/images/2009/CandSC.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/v/26lPXwc3lBk&amp;hl=en&amp;fs=1
http://www.youtube.com/v/qIN_Dg_C25s&amp;hl=en&amp;fs=1
http://s200.photobucket.com/user/monacohistorique/slideshow/75%20ans%20ARRAS%202009/?albumview=slideshow
http://traction-owners.co.uk/uploads/past-events/images/2009/Auto-Express.pdf
http://traction-owners.co.uk/uploads/past-events/images/2009/Classic-Car-Weekly.pdf


En-route to Arras (1 of 2) - Mick Popka (video) 

En-route to Arras (2 of 2) - Mick Popka (video) 

York to Arras via Hull & Zebrugge to Arras - Steve Wright 

(slideshow) 

Traction Avant Museum at Arras - Steve Wright (slideshow) 

Saturday Evening TOC Meal - Steve Wright (slideshow)  

Walter Callens' Slideshow of Arras 

 

Mark Keatley-Palmer's Photos 
(Links to new page) 

Citrothello's  Story 
(Links to external site) 

www.traction.fr 
photo library 
(Both links to external site) 

---------------------------------------- 

2009 Annual Rally – June 19th-21st 

"Float in Power to Cornwall" - 2009 Annual Rally - 19th - 21st June 

 

Click here to go to Howard Spiers's Photo Album of the event 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/v/vjacWSJl7YE&amp;hl=en&amp;fs=1
http://www.youtube.com/v/CP-h9AuYLds&amp;hl=en&amp;fs=1
http://www.youtube.com/v/1X-B_Q9kpV0&amp;hl=en&amp;fs=1
http://www.youtube.com/v/1X-B_Q9kpV0&amp;hl=en&amp;fs=1
http://www.youtube.com/v/H0fU_SoGT0E&amp;hl=en&amp;fs=1&amp;
http://www.youtube.com/v/siDghqus8DI&amp;hl=en&amp;fs=1
http://www.youtube.com/v/qXZIbzHSV7c&amp;hl=en&amp;fs=1
http://traction-owners.co.uk/uploads/past-events/images/2009/Mark_Keatley-Palmer.pdf
http://www.citrothello.net/75-ans-de-la-traction-a-arras-en-juillet-2009/
http://www.traction.fr/
http://leveque.jeanluc.free.fr/images/2009_arras/contact.htm
http://s200.photobucket.com/albums/aa56/monacohistorique/2009%20TOC%20Rally/?albumview=slideshow

