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 D
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D
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R
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L
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n
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o
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A

lan S
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 S
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nns R
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T

o
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E
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ocial 


T
o

m
 and R

osie E
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T
h

e C
ottage, 

H
ungate R

oad, 

E

m
neth , nr. W

isbech, N
orfolk
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W
elsh S

ection S
ocial 


R
ho

dri Pry
s Jones, 


15. T
y

 H
em

, W
aunfaw

r, C
aernarfon. 

S
cottish S

ection S
ocial 


W
alfo

rd B
rue;], 


B
am

 es 
H
o
u
~

. 


B
a

m
s C
r
~

e
n . A

 Y
R

. 


V
olum

e T
hree N

um
ber F

ive 
O

ctober N
ineteen H

undred and S
eventy E

ight 

T
he 4

th
 I.C

.C
.C

.R
. at C

hartres!!! 
W

ell, w
hat can you say w

hen confronted 
by approxim

ately 3
0

0
 gleam

ing T
ractions parked row

 upon row
, n

o
t to m

ention 
3

0
 or so pre T

raction m
odels. I can only say m

y
 feelings w

ere, am
azem

ent, h
o

w
 

could so m
any be together on one day in 1978

, bew
ilderm

ent, w
here the hell do 

I start looking, and exhaustion, if you d
o

u
b

t the last you should have been there. 
A

s I am
 still in a state o

f shock over the w
hole experience

. In fact the D
octor 

said it w
as the w

orst cast o
f "T

ractionitis' he had ever seen, I have left a braver 
m

ortal to recount the great spectacle. I only hope all the pictures cam
e o

u
t O

.K
. 

if not, no report this issue. 
O

ur A
.G

.M
. is now

 confirm
ed as the 2

4
th

 N
ovem

ber and w
ill be held at 

the G
eorge Inn, B

orough H
igh S

treet, L
ondon. F

ull details plus a m
ap o

f the 
location are to be found elsew

here. I cannot stress enough h
o

w
 im

p
o

rtan
t it is 

th
at as m

any m
em

bers as possible attend
, so that any crucial m

atters concerning 
the clubs' future can be dealt w

ith and voted on. Plus o
f course it's alw

ays a 
good o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity

 to m
eet old friends and exchange ideas and inform

ation. 
Y

ou should fm
d in this issue three enclosures, 

I) Y
our T

.O
.C

. 
m

em
bership card, ifn

o
t please get in touch w

ith the S
ecretary as soon as 

possible. 
2) A

 register up date, even ifyou have com
pleted one in the past it 

w
ould still be appreciated if y

o
u

 could fIll in the new
 form

 and forw
ard to the 

E
ditorial address. It is o

f param
ount im

portance that you do so, to enable us to 
keep our records up to date, and eventually supply all m

em
bers w

ith a com
plete 

list o
f ow

ners nam
es, addresses and their cars. 

3
) A

 copy o
f the clubs' accounts 

77/78. If any o
f you are w

ondering w
hy there appears to be no C

hristm
as 

'N
osh-U

p' this year the sim
ple answ

er is, th
at at the tim

e o
f w

riting, 22nd 
S

eptem
ber, w

e have been unable to arrange a definite venue, before the m
agazine 

goes to print, w
e shall do o

u
r best to organise som

ething for the N
ew

 Y
ear. 

W
atch D

ecem
ber m

agazine for details. 
O

h, b
y

 the w
ay, no A

rth
u

r S
haft colum

n this issue, as the poor fellow
 is 

under sedation having travelled to C
hartres w

ith us, that's right, another bad case 
o

f 'T
ractionitis'. 



TOOLS OF THE TRADE 


P
A

R
T
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F
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O
N
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E
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W
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E
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A
L
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E
X

T
R

A
C

T
O

R
 1851.T

. 


Fig. I 
S

how
s ball ex

tracto
r 1851.T

. in position. 

Fig. 2 

S
how

s alternative to
 1851.T

. in position. 

Fig. 3 

S
how

s w
orking draw

ing for construction o
f 1851.T

. 

a) B

ody 
b) securing pin 

c) threaded bolt for 
tightening o

n
to

 ball pin 
d) threaded bolt for 

tightening o
n

to
 suspension an

n
. 

. 
Fig. 4 	

S
how

s alternative to
 1851.T

. m
ade o

f m
ild steel 

w
elded construction 

a) B
oyd at least 8

-1
0

 lo~g 
b

) securing arm
 drilled to

 take locking pin 
c) w

hit. 
bol t w

ith continues thread, and m
ust be concave. 

F
ig. 5 	

S
how

s m
odification to

 original b
o

tto
m

 plate w
hich 

enables one to adjust for play w
ith

o
u

t rem
oving 

b
o

tto
m

 plate and shim
m

ing. T
hese kits m

ay still be 
available on the co

n
tin

en
t although I have never seen 

them
 fitted to

 a car on this side o
f the channel. 

D
IS

M
A

N
T

L
IN

G
 M

E
T

H
O

D
 IS A

S F
O

L
L

O
W

S
 

I. 	
R

em
ove road w

heel and h
u

b
, see V

ol. 3
, N

o
.2

. 
2. 	

R
em

ove o
u

ter w
heel bearing ring n

u
t and seal. S

ee 
V

ol. 3
, N

o
.3

. 
3

. 	
R

em
ove back plate com

plete w
ith w

heel cylinder and 
brake shoes by undoing the six fixing screw

s and nuts, 
rem

ove lock plates then give a firm
 pull to

 rem
ove from

 
sw

ivel housing, su
p

p
o

rt to
 one side aw

ay from
 w

ork. 
4. 	

U
ndo the three bolts on the b

o
tto

m
 o

f the sw
ivel 

housing n
u

t size 12m
m

 and rem
ove plate and shim

s, 

• 


n
o

te thickness and order o
f shim

s as these m
ust be 

replaced in the order they w
ere rem

oved if there is n
o

 
need for adjustm

ent. 
5

. 	
R

em
ove low

er sw
ivel ball cup, spacer and shim

s taking 
care to

 note order and num
ber o

f shim
s. 

6. 	
R

em
ove split pan in n

u
t and undo. N

ut size 30rrun. 
7. 	

U
se ex

tracto
r too11851.T

. as in Fig. 1, o
r alternative 

tool as in F
ig. 2. by tightening the long bolt that fits 

o
n

to
 th

e sw
ivel pin, then give it a sharp blow

 w
ith a 

ham
m

er to
 break the taper. 

8. 	
R

em
ove tool allow

ing low
er suspension arm

 to drop 
aw

ay, take care n
o

t to
 lose the rectangular key in the pin. 

9. 	
R

em
ove sw

ivel ball and to
p

 cup from
 suspension arm

. 
10. 	

R
em

ove leather gaiter, spring and w
ashers. 

11. 	
C

lean all parts before reassem
bly . 

12. 	
If

cups and ball are badly w
orn they .m

ay oe lapped in, 
see V

ol. 3
, N

o
.4

. 

R
E

A
S

S
E

M
B

L
Y

, N
ote insure taper is dry w

hen refi tting parts 

1. 	
R

eplace gaiter, w
ashers and spring. 

2. 	
R

eplace low
er suspension an

n
 , refit rect angular key in 

pin and refit upper ball cup and ball. 
3. 	

R
eplace castleated n

u
t and tighten to 5

0
A

 lbs. R
eplace 

split pin. 
4. 	

R
efit spacer, shim

s and low
er cup. 

5. 	
R

epack w
ith shim

s on b
o

tto
m

 cup to brin
g to

 sam
e level 

as face o
f suspension arm

, and replace plate and bolts. 
6. 	

R
efill u

n
it w

ith grease. 
7. 	

R
efit b

ack
 plate , etc. 

8. 	
R

efit front bearing ring n
u

t and seal, hub and w
heel. 

F
~
 7. 
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C
itro

e
n

 1
2

h
p

 
(d

ra
w

n
 b

y
 F

 
G

o
rd

o
n

 C
ro

sb
y fo

r

II C
utaw

ay 
T

h
e

 A
u

to
c
a

r o
f 2

8
 S

e
p

te
m

b
e

r, 1
9

3
4

). 

history 
N

o
.1

 
in

 a S
e

rie
s

 

T
H

 E
 o

rig
in

a
l C

itro
e

n
 1

2
. first o

f th
e

 
T

w
e

lve
 at a p

rice
 o

f [2
5

0
. A

p
a

rt 
a

cce
p

te
d

. T
h

e
 1

2
 h

a
d

 e
n

g
in

e
 

c
o

m
p

a
n

y
's

 lo
n

g
 a

n
d

 c
o

n
tin

u
o

u
s
 

fro
m

 th
e

 n
o

v
e

lty
 o

f fro
n

t w
h

e
e

l 
d

im
e

n
sio

n
s o

f 7
2

 b
y 8

0
m

m
, g

iv
in

g
 

lin
e

 o
f fro

n
t -d

rive
 cars. a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 in
 

d
rive

. th
e

 unit<l1'y' b
o

d
y
 

1
.3

0
2

 c.c. , fric
tio

n
 d

a
m

p
e

rs w
e

re
 

1
9

3
4

. B
y th

e
 a

u
tu

m
n

 o
f th

a
t ye

a
r it 

c
o

n
stru

ctio
n

 w
a

s p
e

rh
a

p
s e

ve
n

 
u

se
d

 at th
e

 fro
n

t. h
yd

ra
u

lic o
n

e
s at 

w
a

s in
 p

ro
d

u
c
tio

n
 at th

e
 C

itro
e

n
 

m
o

re
 re

v
o

lu
tio

n
a

ry
-C

itro
e

n
 a

n
d

 
th

e
 b

a
c
k
; a d

e
a

d
 a

xle
 w

a
s u

se
d

 at 
w

o
rk

s
 at S

lo
u

g
h

. a
n

d
 w

e
n

t o
n

 sa
le

 
L

a
n

cia
 p

io
n

e
e

re
d

 th
e

 id
e

a
 fo

r a 
th

e
 rear, w

ith
 to

rsio
n

 -b
a

r 
in B

rita
in

 as th
e

 S
u

p
e

r M
o

d
e

rn
 

lo
n

g
 tim

e
 b

e
fo

re
 it w

a
s g

e
n

e
ra

lly 
s
p

rin
g

in
g

 all ro
u

n
d

. 



b
y 

W
. 

F
. 

B
R

A
D

L
E

Y
 

I 
i 

W
A

L
T

E
R

 
C

H
R

IS
T

IE
 

F
IR

S
T

 
P

A
T

E
N

T
E

D
 

A
 
T
R
~
 

p
eared

 in 
1906, being catalogued at 

th
e th

en
 high price o

f $6,500. 
D

u
rin

g
 

the 
first 

10 
years 

o
f 

th
e 

cen
tu

ry
 

the 
general 

lay-out 
o

f 
the 

m
o

to
r car becam

e stan
d

ard
ized

, w
ith 

th
e engine m

o
u

n
ted

 longitudinally in 
front, an

 exposed flyw
heel containing 

a d
u

tch
, a separate gearbox an

d
 final 

drive by side chains; th
e latter, how

­
ever, w

ere being ousted b
y

 propeller
A

 S every traveller is aw
are, W

est
.t"\.. 

42nd 
S

treet, N
ew

 
Y

ork 
C

ity, 
em

pties itself into th
e H

u
d

so
n

 
R

iver. 
O

n
 

th
at 

spring 
m

o
rn

in
g

 
of 

1907, it ceased to exist as a "stre
e
t" 

som
e SO yards from

 th
e w

ater's edge. 
A

ll 
attem

p
ts 

at 
paving 

h
ad

 
b

een
 

ab
an

d
o

n
ed

; 
th

e m
u

d
 

w
as 

d
eep

 
an

d
 

sticky an
d

 th
e only building w

as an
 

unim
pressive 

sh
ed

 
o

n
 

th
e 

b
an

k
 

of 
the 

river occupied by 
~
n
 

"au
to

m
o

­
bile guy," according to th

e inform
a­

tion given m
e by a coloured boy. 

T
h

e " g
u

y
" in question carried

 the 
n

am
e 

W
alter 

C
hristie. 

H
e 

h
ad

 
earn

ed
 m

u
ch

 fam
e, an

d
 d

o
u

b
d

ess n
o

t 
a few

 dollars, in th
e design an

d
 co

n
­

struction 
of 

g
u

n
 

turrets. 
N

o
w

 
he 

w
as sp

en
d

in
g

 those dollars o
n

 b
u

ild
­

ing racing cars. 
W

alter C
hristie w

as n
o

t know
n as 

a car m
anufacturer. 

H
e w

as n
o

t 
a 

m
em

b
er 

of 
the 

A
ssociation 

o
f 

L
icen'sed A

utom
obile M

an
u

factu
rers, 

n
o

r d
id

 he belong to th
e in

d
ep

en
d

en
t 

body of im
p

o
n

ers an
d

 hom
e m

ak
ers 

(prom
inent am

ong th
em

 being H
en

ry
 

F
o

rd
) w

hich h
ad

 irrev
eren

d
y

 replied 
" N

u
ts" to the claim

 
th

at a 
cen

ain
 

M
r. 

S
elden 

held 
a 

m
aster 

p
aten

t 
covering 

all 
self-propelled 

ro
ad

 
vehicles. 

In
 1904 W

alter C
hristie h

ad
 tak

en
 

o
u

t 
p

aten
ts 

for 
a 

front-w
heel 

drive 
autom

obile 
w

ith tran
sv

erse-m
o

u
n

ted
 

engine 
an

d
 

the 
follow

ing 
y

ear 
he 

fo
u

n
d

ed
 

th
e 

C
hristie 

D
irect 

A
ction 

M
o

to
r C

ar C
om

pany. 
A

 
transverse 

m
o

u
n

ted
 

front-w
heel 

drive 
taxicab 

w
as built an

d
 p

u
t into service in N

ew
 

Y
ork. 

T
h

e four-cylinder engine w
as 

in 
front 

of 
the 

d
ash

b
o

ard
, 

w
hich 

carried
 

th
e 

transverse 
radiator. 

O
f 

the 
tw

o gears, one w
as 

for forw
ard 

operation an
d

 th
e o

th
er for reverse. 

P
robably th

is 
w

as 
one 

of th
e 

m
ain

 
reasons w

hy th
e com

pany form
ed to 

operate 
the 

taxicabs 
quickly 

w
en

t 
o

u
t o

f existence. 
A

 
SO 

h.p. touring 
car 

o
n

 
th

e 
sam

e 
g

en
eral 

lines 
ap

­

shaft an
d

 a bevel-gear rear axle. 
C

hristie, 
therefore, 

b
ro

k
e 

aw
ay 

from
 

convention 
w

ith 
his 

"d
irect 

actio
n

" 
design 

com
prising 

tran
s­

verse 
engine 

an
d

 
front-w

heel 
drive. 

T
h

e 
indifferent 

success 
of 

his 
stan

d
ard

 
m

odel 
influenced 

him
 

in 
sw

itching to racing cars. 
D

u
rin

g
 th

e 
18 

m
o

n
th

s prior to m
y

 visit h
e h

ad
 

tak
en

 
p

a
n

 
in 

a 
n

u
m

b
er 

o
f 

m
in

o
r 

A
m

erican 
events 

an
d

 
h

ad
 

ap
p

eared
 

in the elim
ination trials for th

e 1906 
V

anderbilt C
u

p
 race. 

C
hristie 

w
as 

am
bitious 

an
d

, 
n

o
t­

w
ithstanding 

th
e 

com
paratively 

m
eagre 

success 
o

f 
his 

car 
in 

th
e 

U
n

ited
 

S
tates, 

he 
d

ecid
ed

 
to 

go 
abroad 

an
d

 
com

pete 
in 

th
e 

w
orld'3 

greatest 
race, th

e 
F

ren
ch

 G
.P

. 

F
ren

ch
 G

ran
d

 
P

rix
 

T
h

e 
38 

com
petitors 

at 
D

iep
p

e, 
representing F

ran
ce, G

erm
an

y
, Italy, 

E
ngland, 

S
w

itzerland, 
B

elgium
 

an
d

 
A

m
erica, 

w
ere 

given 
a 

fuel 
allow

­
ance o

f 30 litres p
er 100 kilom

etres. 
W

ith
 this liberal allow

ance o
f petrol, 

C
hristie's 

existing 
straight-four 

w
as 

considered too sm
all an

d
 h

e built a 
vee-four o

f equal bore an
d

 stro
k

e
­

7
tin

., o
r 184 m

m
. D

o
u

b
d

ess th
e m

ain
 

reason w
as th

at four huge cylinders 
in line w

ould have given su
ch

 a w
idth 

th
at 

th
e 

car 
w

ould 
not 

h
av

e 
been 

allow
ed 

o
n

 
the 

road. 
T

h
e
 

sm
aller 

engine h
ad

 four separate steel cylin­
d

ers 
su

rro
u

n
d

ed
 

by 
a 

co
m

m
o

n
 

co
p

p
er 

w
ater 

jacket. 
T

h
e
 

G
ran

d
 

P
rix

 
car 

also 
h

ad
 

sep
arate 

steel 
cylinders w

ith
 a co

p
p

er w
ater jacket, 

b
u

t they form
ed 

a 
vee. 

T
h

ere w
as 

one exhaust valve in th
e h

ead
, o

p
er­

ated
 

by 
p

u
sh

ro
d

 
an

d
 

rocker, 
b

u
t 

aro
u

n
d

 
it 

C
hristie 

h
ad

 
found 

room
 

to place eight autom
atic inlet valves 

fed 
from

 
a 

~arburetter 
o

f 
his 

ow
n 

design. 
E

v
id

en
d

y
 

C
hristie 

realized 
th

e 
desirability 

o
f 

red
u

cin
g

 
th

e 
w

eight of reciprocating p
an

s, for h
e 

m
ad

e use o
f steel pistons. 

A
s steel 

o
n

 steel p
resen

ted
 lubricating p

ro
b

­
lem

s, 
th

e 
pistons 

w
ere 

fitted 
w

ith 
co

p
p

er skins. 
N

ickel steel w
as u

sed
 

for the crankcase-cum
-gearbox, p

ro
­

viding 
tw

o 
forw

ard 
ratios 

an
d

 
re­

verse. 
T

h
e front w

heels, having 
~o 

transm
it 

a 
claim

ed 
130 

h.p., 
w

ere 
steel 

spoked, 
w

hereas 
those 

at 
th

e 
rear w

ere an
illery

 w
ood type. 

T
rack

 
w

as th
e standarci SSin., w

ith
 a w

heel­
base 

of 98in., 
l1.1d 

C
hristie 

claim
ed 

the very low
 total w

eight of 1,7601b. 
C

hristie invited 
m

e 
to 

atten
d

 
the, 

first 
ro

ad
 

test 
of his 

east-w
est 

p
ro

­
duction, to be 

h
eld

 o
n

 th
e d

esen
ed

 
highw

ays of L
o

n
g

 Islan
d

 th
e follow

­
ing S

u
n

d
ay

 m
orning. 

A
t 4 a.m

. th
e 

car 
w

as 
h

au
led

 
from

 
its 

sh
ed

 
an

d
 

connected b
y

 rope to th
e back o

f a 
touring car. 

"
It is 

so 
fast 

th
at 

w
e 

could 
not 

think 
of ,driving 

it 
d

o
w

n
 

B
roadw

ay," explained C
hristie. 

W
ht!n 

B
rooklyn 

h
ad

 
b

een
 

left 
behind, th

e 
racer w

as 
unhitched, and 

the o
rd

er' 
w

as g
iv

e
n

" P
u

sh
 all together boys." 

W
e p

u
sh

ed
; w

e 
sto

p
p

ed
 for b

reath
; 

w
e 

p
u

sh
ed

 
again, 

b
u

t 
the 

engine 
stu

b
b

o
rn

ly
 refused to fire. 

S
u

d
d

en
ly

 
th

ere 
w

as a 
puff of black 

sm
oke, a 

roar, an
d

 alm
ost im

m
ediately th

e car, 
C

hristie, 
an

d
 

his 
n

ep
h

ew
 

L
o

u
is 

S
tran

g
 h

ad
 disappeared from

 view
. 

O
ptim

istically 
believing 

th
at 

th
e 

p
u

sh
 stan

 w
ould 

occupy 
b

u
t 

a 
few

 
seconds, w

e 
h

ad
 left n

o
b

o
d

y
 ab

o
ard

 
the touring car. 

W
e seem

ed to
 h

av
e 

to w
alk 

m
iles 

to 
the 

rear, b
u

t o
n

ly
 

a dozen m
iles from

 the stan
in

g
 p

o
in

t 
w

e cam
e upon the racer by the ro

ad
­

side. 
S

o
m

eth
in

g
 

h
ad

 
gone 

w
rong; 

w
e h

ad
 to tow

 it back to 42nd S
treet. 

C
hristie's 

appearance 
at 

D
iep

p
c 

w
as 

n
o

t 
brilliant 

n
o

r, 
despite 

its 
originality, did 

the car attract m
u

ch
 

attention 
am

ong 
th

e 
technically. 

m
inded. 

A
t the en

d
 o

f th
e first lap 

it 
w

as 
lying 

33rd, 
just 

SO
m

in 
be­

h
in

d
 the leading F

iat. 
O

n the n
ex

t 
lap 

it 
h

ad
 

gained 
a 

place; 
o

n
 

th
e 

follow
ing 

ro
u

n
d

 
it 

h
ad

 
lost 

one. 
T

h
en

 o
n

 the fifth lap it disappeared, 
having covered only half of the 500 
m

iles 
required 

o
f 

the 
com

petitors. 
T

h
at year th

e organizers h
ad

 decided 
th

at th
e cars should carry

 the initial 
of the m

ak
er follow

ed by a n
u

m
b

er. 
T

h
u

s 
the 

F
iats 

w
ere 

F
-l, 

2 
o

r 
3. 

In
stead

 of giving C
hristie 

the "
C

"
 

to
 w

hich he w
as entitled, som

e joker 
declared th

at it should have the full 

1 



A
U

T
O

C
A

R
, 

26 P
ebnuzry 

1965 

T
R

A
N

S
V

E
R

S
E

 
E

N
G

IN
E

, 
F

R
O

N
T

-W
H

E
E

L
 

D
R

IV
E

 
IN

 
1904 

W
hat's 1If>? 

T
his discon!O

late roods ide scene centres round the car C
hristie built far the 

1907 French G
rand P

rix, 
Its m

ighty 'lee-four engine is inclined bock at about 45deg, 
so the rear cylinders are alit a

f sight. 
T

ransm
ission gears w

ere encased In the boller­
shaped crankcase 

Issigonis didn't think o
f it first I 

C
hristie, too, tried four-w

heel dri'le w
ith a tranS

'lerse 
engine at each end, but w

ithout success 

initials 
"W

C
," 

w
hich 

w
as 

a 
w

on­
derful opportunity for a cen

ain
 sec­

tion of the spectators 
to 

indulge in 
ribald jokes as the A

m
erican product 

trundled 
painfully 

round. 
N

atu
r­

ally, in 
1907, the U

nited S
tates did 

not 
know

 
how

 
to 

build 
cars. 

C
hristie's cross-w

ise engine, how
ever, 

should 
not 

be 
dism

issed 
lightly. 

C
om

pared 
w

ith 
the 

E
uropeans 

he 
w

as 
totally 

unprepared 
for 

a 
long­

distance road race, and how
 could he 

prepare in a country possessing few
 

roads and no race tracks? 
C

hristie 
w

as 
accom

panied 
by 

his 
nephew

 L
ouis S

trang. 
T

h
e tw

o m
en 

w
ere totally dissim

ilar. 
C

hristie w
as 

quiet, thoughtful, engrossed in engin­
eering problem

s. 
S

trang w
as boyish, 

w
ild, reckless, daring, of the 

sensa­
tional 

type 
com

m
on 

to 
A

m
erica 

in 



W
alter C

hristie's front-w
heel drive w

ith east-w
est In-line enrine w

as barn in 1905. 
C

hristie is at the w
heel here, his nephew

 louis S
tranr beside him

 

the 
m

otor 
m

ovem
ent's 

first 
decade. 

A
m

ong B
roadw

ay "c
h

a
u

ffe
n

" h
e 

h
ad

 
w

on 
fam

e 
by 

his 
bet 

to
 

ru
sh

 
d

o
w

n
 o

n
e o

f th
e avenues w

ith w
o

n
le

 
w

ide o
p

en
 an

d
 m

ake a tu
rn

 in
to

 'one 
of th

e cross streets. 
T

h
is w

as pos­
sible at a tim

e w
h

en
 th

e accelerator 
pedal 

w
as 

unknow
n 

an
d

 
en

g
in

e 
speed w

as controlled by a throttle o
n

 
th

e 
steering-w

heel. 
It 

w
as 

only 
necessary to hold this sm

all lever in 
tb

e w
ide o

p
en

 position by m
ean

s o
f 

an
 

elastic 
band. 

S
tran

g
 

m
ad

e 
his 

tu
rn

, b
u

t h
e could n

o
t p

rev
en

t his car 
plunging 

d
o

w
n

 
the 

steps 
to 

th
e 

.. S
ubw

ay." 
It 

needed 
th

e 
fire 

brigade 
to ex

ttact th
e w

reckage. 
S

tran
g

 
delighted in

 
th

e 
w

ild 
24­

h
o

u
r 

races 
held 

o
n

 
trotting 

tracks. 
C

om
peting 

at 
M

o
rris 

P
ark

 
o

n
 

a 
D

elahaye, a right fro
n

t w
heel becam

e 
detached an

d
 bow

led ahead, leaving 
th

e 
three-w

heel 
car 

to 
m

o
w

 
d

o
w

n
 

th
e inner rail o

n
 w

hioh som
e 20 spec­

tators 
h

ad
 found 

an illegal 
vantage 

point. 
W

hen I ran
 back to the stran

­
d

ed
 car w

ith th
e rem

ark "T
h

at's a big 
bunch 

you've 
s
e

n
t 

to 
th

e 
hospital, 

L
ouis," 

h
e 

tu
rn

ed
 

o
n

 
m

e 
alm

ost 
savagely: 

"D
id

 I ask those birds to 
com

e an
d

 sit o
n

 the rail? 
B

eat it back 
to N

ew
 Y

ork an
d

 get m
e a new

 axle." 
B

y reason o
f frequent crashes, th

e 
im

pression 
9pread 

th
at 

th
e 

front­
drive C

hristie w
as difficult to handle. 

D
oubtless, 

how
ever, 

th
e 

drivers 
o

f 
the d

ay
 exaggerated the difficukies in 

order to
 enhance their ropunation as 

su
p

en
n

en
. 

In
 a 

track race at P
itts­

burg, 
C

h
ristie 

collided 
w

ith 
th

e 
w

reckage of a car an
d

 both he an
d

 
S

tran
g

 w
ere th

ro
w

n
 clear. 

L
ooking 

over th
e rem

ains of his car, C
hristie 

n
o

ted
 

th
at 

S
tran

g
 

w
as 

laughing 
hilariously. 

"W
h

a
t th

e H
ell are you laughing 

for?" 
h

e 
asked. 

"O
h

, you k>ok 
so d

arn
ed

 funny," 
replied the nephew

. 
S

uffering 
severely, 

C
hristie 

could 

see nothing am
using in the situation 

and, despite his injuries, he w
riggled 

him
self across the grass an

d
 soundly 

cuffed th
e inconsiderate m

echanic. 
S

tm
n

g
, how

ever, h
ad

 his revenge, 
for h

e quicldy recovered, b
ad

 th
e car 

repaired 
an

d
 

set off o
n

 a 
series 

o
f 

b
arn

sto
rm

in
g

 
exhibitions 

o
n

 
d

irt 
tracks in

 th
e s

o
u
t
h
-
e
a
~
 w

hile U
ncle 

rem
ained in hospital w

ith an
 injured 

back, broken w
rist an

d
 d

am
ag

ed
 eye. 

T
h

ere w
ere very few

 long-distance 
road races in

 A
m

erica at th
at period. 

H
ow

ever, D
ay

to
n

a B
each h

ad
 com

e 
into use an

d
 the C

hristies w
ere fre­

q
u

en
t perform

ers there. 
S

o
o

n
 after 

his retu
rn

 from
 F

ran
ce b

o
th

 tb
e big 

an
d

 th
e little C

h
ristie ap

p
eared

 in
 th

e 
D

ay
to

n
a 

events, p
itted

 
against 

F
iat 

and 
H

otchkiss. 
T

h
e 

big 
C

hristie 
sto

p
p

ed
 

w
ith 

a 
broken · valve 

after 
covering 

50 
m

iles, 
b

u
t 

th
e 

sm
aIJ.er 

C
Q

vered 
m

e 265 
m

iles, 
defeating its 

tw
o 

E
u

ro
p

ean
 

rivals. 
T

h
at 

th
e 

C
hristie h

ad
 speed is 

show
n 

bv its 
perform

ance o
f 86·09 m

.p.h. 
fo

r the 
fiying kilom

etre o
n

 L
o

n
g

 Islan
d

 P
ark

­
w

ay. 
O

n
 several ocoasions, running 

o
n

 one-m
ile d

irt traaks, C
hristie h

ad
 

covered the m
ile in 52sec. 

D
u

rin
g

 
th

e 
first 

W
orld 

W
ar 

O
hristie decided to

 retire from
 racing, 

b
u

t his cars passed into th
e h

an
d

s of 
various drivers. 

B
arney O

ldfield, th
e 

w
orld's 

greatest 
m

O{1Qr 
show

m
an, 

secured one an
d

 boasted that h
e could 

tam
e a b

ru
te "w

h
ich

 its builder did 
not have the nerve to drive." 

A
t 

th
at tir'ne C

hristie w
as in 

hos­
pital 

recovering 
from

 
a 

crash
 

an
d

 
th

u
s unable to m

ake a reply. 
H

o
w

­
ever, B

ill P
ickens, w

ho 
at 

one tim
e 

h
ad

 
been 

O
ldfield's 

m
anager, 

re­
sen

ted
 

these 
unkind 

rem
arks, 

an
d

 
after a violent discussion 

in 
a 

hotel 
lobby 

nhe 
tw

o 
m

en 
cam

e 
to · blow

s, 
!)he 

ultim
ate 

result 
being 

th
at 

the 
A

m
erican 

ch
am

p
io

n
 

found 
him

self 
lying in 

th
e gutter, m

inus 
th

e cigar 
h

e invariably crunched. 

O
ldfield's 

appearances 
w

ith 
the 

sm
all 

au
-istie 

w
ere 

n
u

m
ero

u
s 

H
e 

tried to give th
e im

pression th
at this 

m
achine 

w
as 

so 
fast, 

so 
dangerous, 

so difficult to handle that he w
as the 

only m
an

 o
n

 earth
 capable o

f m
aster­

ing 
it. 

A
t 

th
at 

tim
e 

O
ldfield 

w
as 

connected 
w

ith 
the 

F
irestone 

T
y

re 
C

o
m

p
an

y
 

an
d

 
natural1y 

used 
their 

tyres only. 
H

is sm
all O

u
istie 

w
as 

described 
as 

"T
h

e
 

K
iller," 

an
d

 
in 

o
rd

er 
to 

em
phasize 

this 
feature 

he 
h

ad
 

p
ain

ted
 o

n
 its 

side "M
y

 O
nly 

L
ife 

Insurance: F
iresto

n
e T

y
res." 

D
oubtless 

th
e 

last 
appearance 

of 
the 

C
hristie 

" K
iller " 

w
as 

o
n

 
Indianapolis track in 1916. 

W
h

en
 he 

w
ent 

to 
A

m
erica 

in 
1914 

w
ith 

th
e 

P
eugeot team

, G
eorges B

oillot set u
p

 
a track record at 99·7 m

.p.h. w
ithout 

claim
ing th

at 
he h

ad
 d

o
n

e anything 
superhum

an. 
C

arl F
ish

er, track p
resid

en
t, 

said 
1'0 

O
ld

field
-" If 

you'll 
sell 

m
e 

th
e 

Ch~istie 
right 

now
 

I'll 
take 

th
at 

d
am

n
ed

 pile of ju
n

k
 into the 

infield 
an

d
 

b
u

rn
 

it. 
It's 

a 
d

eath
-trap

 
o

n
 

w
heels." 

B
arney 

replied
: 

"
I
 

got 
a 

h
u

n
ch

 she's still the fastest sprinter in 
the country. 

I've been adm
iring that 

w
hite S

tetson o
f yours for som

e tim
e. 

If you'll b
et it ag

iln
st m

y
 busting th

e 
record 

I'U
 

prom
ise 

to 
b

u
y

 you 
five 

m
Q

re like it if I d
o

n
't break 100 o

u
t 

rhere 
today." 

A
n

 
A

m
erican 

w
riter 

describe$ 
th

e 
perform

ance: 
B

arney 
m

oved o
u

t 
slow

ly 
into 

the 
2·5-m

ile 
track, th

en
 began picking u

p
 speed as 

he gradually o
p

en
ed

 th
e throttle. T

h
e 

C
hristie's 

nose 
w

avered 
slighrly . as 

O
ldfield 

leaned 
o

n
 

th
e 

gas. 
H

e 
circled faster, 

then, 'ready to go 
for 

the record, gave the th
u

m
b

s-u
p

 sign. 

F
irst 100 m

.p
.h

. a
t In

d
ian

ap
o

lis 
H

ugging 
th

e 
bricks, 

th
e 

red 
car 

shot 
by 

th
e 

tim
ing 

stand, 
a 

bullet 
fired 

from
 

a 
giant 

gun. 
O

ldfield 
ram

m
ed

 into th
e first 

tu
rn

 w
ith th

e 
treacherous C

h
ristie w

id
e open, slid

­
ing 

to 
th

e 
outside. 

H
e 

corrected, 
keeping 

his 
foot 

h
ard

 d
o

w
n

 
as 

the 
tyres scream

ed against th
e track su

r­
face. 

O
n

 th
e. n

o
rth

 tu
rn

 th
e car ap

­
p

eared
 to

 rise up, · it seem
ed to shake 

an
d

 tw
ist itseli like a frenzied anim

al 
as B

arney fought th
e w

heel. 
W

ould 
he die h

ere o
n

 th
e fam

ed oval, after 
so 

m
an

y
 .h

airb
read

th
 

escapes? 
N

o, 
th

e C
hristie 

~raightened, 
aim

ed 
for 

th
e tape. 

W
ith

 a sulphurous rush it 
w

as passed, and th
e lap w

as tim
ed for 

~he vast c
r
o
w
~
 to se

e
-lm

in
 27·7sec, 

o
r an average o

f 102·6 m
.p.h. 

If 11 w
as th

e first tim
e Indianapolis 

h
ad

 
been laD

oed 
at 

m
o

re 
th

an
 one 

h
u

n
d

,ed
, it w

as 
th

e 
last !>ublic 

ao­
pearance o

f the C
hristie. 

W
h

at h
ap

­
pened 

to it 
is ·not know

n
. 

P
ossibly 

C
arl F

ish
er did 

b
u

rn
 it. 

T
h

at 
w

as 
the 

end, 
too, 

of 
the 

transverse-engine 
front-w

heel 
drive 

c
a
r-a

t any raD
e for about 45 

years, 
W

hen 
B

ritish 
m

otorists 
w

ere 
p

re­
sented w

ith a n
ew

 m
odel having an 

east-w
est 

en~ine, 
its 

gearbox 
in 

the 
su

m
p

 and drive to the steered w
heels. 

B
u

t it never has been know
n as "T

h
e
 

K
iller." 
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A

ll the above parts can be ordered through yo
u

r local 
C

itroen dealer, the price o
f the rocker shaft is co"ect, m

ine 
cam

e today, the other prices w
ill vary by a few

 pence up or 
dow

n as m
y price list is o

u
t o

fdate. T
hey take about six w

eeks 
to com

e from
 F

rance and Slough w
ill m

o
st likely think the 

dealer had gone m
ad, but any rate they do have parts in stock 

in F
rance. 

I still have rocker L
jH

 and R
/H

 on order, w
hen they 

com
e I w

ill let yo
u

 know
 the part nos. also. Z

C
9602 135 

bellow
s seal steering rack £1.23 each. 
A

ll the best, 
M

ike T
ennant 

T
hanks a lo

t for the Info M
ike, I w

onder just how
 m

any other 
parts are still available over the counter. E

d. 

Spindle (valve rocker shaft) 
£6.07 

V
alve spring inner 

£0.47 
V

alve spring outer 
£0.67 

M
anifold G

asket 
£0.86 

V
alve G

uide Inlet 
£0.66 

V
alve G

uide O
utlet 

£
0. 73 

T
H

E
 Q

U
E

ST
IO

N
 IS . ... 

. ... by A
lex B

ilney 

F
ive different tractions, o

fdifferent nationalities and different 
colours drew

 up in the carpark at P
easm

arsh. T
hey all ran on 

dzfferent tyres and the ow
ers perefered different petrol. N

ow
, 

if' 

1. 	
G

ulfpetrol is used in the green traction, 
2. 	

The E
nglishm

en drives the grey traction, 
3. 	

The D
utchm

an has a coupe 
4. 	

D
unlops are fitted to the L

ight 15, 
5

. 	
T

he B
elgian likes Shell petrol, 

6. 	
The greeln 

traction is parked im
m

ediately to the right o
f 

the silver one, 
7. 	

T
exaco petrol is used by the ow

ner parked in the centre, 
8. 	

A
 von tyres are used on the black Traction, 

9. 	
The F

renchm
an parked on the extrem

e left, 
10. 	

T
he M

ichelin shod car parked n
ext to the F

am
iliale, 

11. 	
A

 von tyres are fitted on the traction n
ext to the roadster, 

12. 	
The G

oddyear driver uses Jet petrol, 
13. 	

The G
erm

an alw
ays uses P

irelli tyres, and 
14. 	

The F
renchm

an drives the traction parked n
ext to the 

blue traction
, 

then 	a) w
ho has the B

ig Six and 
b

) w
ho used E

sso petrol? 

A
nsw

ers to the author enclosing a tw
enty pound note for his 

holiday . . .. ! 

(Seriously though there's 2 free w
indscreen stickers for the 

first co
"ect answ

er sent to the E
ditor.) 

D
ear Tricia, 

T
hank yo

u
 for forw

arding m
y T

 O
,C

. M
em

bership C
ard, 

here are som
e details o

fm
y car -

II L
E

G
E

R
 -

C
H

A
SS

IS N
o. 

136335. 
It seem

s to have started life as D
SG

 269 on M
ay 5 1954, 

although the old green log-book in m
y possession is a 

continuation b
o

o
k dated 15th O

ctober 1963. F
or som

e reason 
the registration w

as changed prior to this book to O
Y

M
 103 

and registered w
ith A

rgyll C
ounty C

ouncil at L
ochiilphed. 

Seven ow
ners and fourteen years later, I b:ought the car 

w
hich w

as suffering by then from
 great holes in the doors and 

sills, no M
. 0. T

 
b

u
t an engine that just ran

, a pre-w
ar bonnet 

and pilD
t w

heels. 
N

ovem
ber 1977 saw

 the car in John P
hillips w

orkshop, 
com

pletely gutted. It w
as stripped to bare m

etal through 
successive layers o

f black, grey and red paint. A
ll body-filler 

in the w
ings w

as taken o
u

t and then re-repaired and finished 
in 

m
etal. 
The car w

as resprayed in m
etallic blue and silver, the 

basketw
ork sides being done by the Q

ueen's ow
n heraldic 

artist, w
ho took a couple o

fdays o
ff in the m

iddle o
fit to 

w
ork on the R

olls R
o

yce Ph
an ton V

I presented to the Q
ueen 

as a Jubilee present. 
T

he chrom
e has been repaired and replated, a first tim

e 
M

. 0. T
 and 2000 m

iles later sees the car back in the w
orkshop, 

b
u

t nothing a 1964 1 D
19 w

o
n

't cure. A
fter this I am

 
concentrating on the inside. 

L
esley M

artin 

D
ear E

d, 
The follow

ing P
art N

os. w
ill be o

f interest to L
t 15 
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THE CITROEN W
HICH W

AS ALM
OST AN ALVIS 


M
y desire to rebuild an old car o

f character had on tw
o 

previous occasions led m
e to obtain the basic ingredient, firstly 

an A
u

stin S
om

erset w
ith a blow

n up engine and secondly, a 
R

enault 750, the one w
ith the nicely louvered rear b

o
n

n
et. 

N
either progressed beyond the stage o

f being unsystem
atically 

dism
antled and casually hacked ab

o
u

t before being disposed o
f 

again as w
orthless scrap. W

hether the cars lacked sufficient 
character or I lacked sufficient resolve w

as an analysis I never 
concluded. H

ow
ever the bug rem

ained. 
T

here follow
ed m

any visits to
 the m

ouldering rem
ains o

f 
a once elegant A

lvis. T
he fact th

at it w
as engineless and 

floorless seem
ed u

n
im

p
o

rtan
t to m

e as a prospective restorer 
as m

y
 im

agined talents w
ere lim

itless, a price w
as agreed anli a 

final inspection follow
ed . P

rovi dence sm
iled on m

e at this 
stage for as [ slam

m
ed a door shut it fell to

 the ground w
ith a 

door pillar attached to
 it. T

his raised m
in

o
r doubts as to

 the 
cars suitability as a subject for m

y atten
tio

n
s and I returned 

h
o

m
e to

 give the m
atter m

ore thought before concluding the 
purchase. 

"W
o

u
ld

n
't th

at C
itroen behind the garage d

o
w

n
 the road 

be a better b
et" suggested m

y w
ife tentatively. "It's such a 

nice shape , like the M
G

 y
o

u
 once h

ad
." Just the so

rt o
f 

ridiculous suggestion a w
om

an w
ould m

ake I thought to
 

m
ysel f, fancy considering one o

f those
, w

hy
, they d

o
n

't even 
have a chassis! A

n
y

h
o

w
, m

y father had w
arned m

e ab
o

u
t them

 
as a child . "D

riveshafts go every six m
o

n
th

s" h
e h

ad
 said. 

. 
"F

eller left it here over tw
o

 years age/' said the m
an at 

the garage. "D
riveshafts gone! 

C
an

't get spares y
o

u
 know

, be 
pleased to

 see the back o
f it before it rusts aw

ay alto
g

eth
er". 

D
ad's sum

m
ary dism

issal o
f the breed definitely seem

ed to
 be 

b
o

rn
 o

u
t by this exam

ple. R
ust ruled suprem

e, all four w
ings 

w
ere crum

bling, doors bottom
less, sills like a carpenters saw

 
and the rem

ainder o
f the underparts ab

o
u

t as substantial as 
N

ottingham
 lace

. 
"D

rove in like a gud
'u

n
" exclaim

ed the m
an, "B

et she'd 
start w

ith a b
attery

 ." Five m
inutes later his faith w

as 
con firm

ed and m
y

 scepticism
 co

n
fo

u
n

d
ed

 as a hearty bellow
 

issued from
 the ventilated silencer. 

T
he upholstery w

as m
ouldy and the interior contained 

sundry cardboard boxes slow
ly decom

posing w
ith the dam

p 
b

u
t containing m

an
y

 m
ysterious and unfam

iliar m
o

to
r car 

parts. A
 pair o

f front doors stood on edge in the back 
supporting the sagging headlining

. 
Y

es, the driveshafts have definitely gone I concluded, 
after a cursory explanation o

f the controls and the application 
o

f trade plates saw
 m

e despatched
, unaccom

panied , o
n

to
 t\:le 

public highw
ay

. T
he knocking and snatching from

 the nearside 
front w

heel w
as unbelievable. [ drove it hom

e and o
n

to
 m

y 
drivew

ay to
 co

n
d

u
ct an unsupervised inspection after w

hich [ 
w

as unable to
 engage reverse gear. A

 fait accom
pli. I returned 

w
ith trade plates on foot. "H

aving it then are y
o

u
?" said the 

garage proprietor. "Y
o

u
 m

ight as w
ell have this, cost m

ore 

than the car to buy new
 to

d
ay

." H
e handed m

e a new
 165 x 

400 M
ichelin X

. "N
o

b
o

d
y

 uses that size n
o

 m
o

re," he 
exclaim

ed. "O
rdered it speshurl an t' feller never com

e for it." 
T

his w
as encouragem

ent indeed, I had at least the 
m

akings o
f one corner o

f a C
itroen L

ight F
ifteen. 

P
A

R
T

 2 

A
 n

o
t to

o
 detailed exam

ination revealed structural 
leaknesses w

hich I soon conceeded w
ere beyond m

y 
capabilities to

 repair. V
ery early one S

unday m
orning the car 

w
as driven the tw

elve m
iles to

 the w
elder w

ho I had persuaded 
to

 take an interest in the vehicle. T
he decom

posed rem
ains o

f 
the carpet w

ere rem
oved and carefully stored to

 use at som
e 

future date as tem
plates for replacem

ents. T
he w

ings w
ere 

rem
oved to

 facilitate repairs to
 the sills, the larger p

art o
f the 

rear w
heel arches detached them

selves w
ith the w

ings w
hich 

w
ere them

selves entirely beyond repair. 
T

he w
elder seem

ed assured o
f a steady source o

f incom
e 

for the foreseeable future. 
B

efore his w
ork could proceed how

ever it w
as 

im
perative to obtain replacem

ent w
ings so that the form

 o
f 

the w
heel arches could be determ

ined. W
here does one find 

w
ings for a tw

enty-three year old C
itroen? T

hings began to
 get 

desperate as tim
e progressed. A

fter six m
o

n
th

s searching and 
advertising I had found b

u
t one near side front w

ing in p
o

o
r 

b
u

t repairable condition and tw
o

 rear doors. T
he w

elder had 
lost interest and the car had been pushed outside the rear o

f 
his w

orkshop and w
as already attracting the atten

tio
n

 o
f 

vandals. 
H

ow
 I finally obtained the w

ings and saved the w
hole 

project is a story in itself, but suffice it to
 say at this stage 

th
at it involved a certain "E

tablissem
ent F

au
stro

l." 
O

n
ce the w

ings w
ere in the w

elders possession w
ork 

began in earnest. W
hilst the m

ajor surgery w
as taking place, 

tw
elve m

iles aw
ay in m

y w
orkshop I w

as instructing m
y

self in 
the use o

f a sm
all electric w

elder and began repairing the doors 
and various o

th
er bits and pieces w

hich d
id

n
't m

atter very 
m

u
ch

 (rem
em

b
er, I had a spare set o

f doors by this tim
e). T

he 
results w

ere extrem
ely encouraging and m

y enthusiasm
 w

as 
re-established. 

A
b

o
u

t this tim
e I obtained a spare parts m

anual for 
p

h
o

to
co

p
y

in
g

 from
 B

rian D
rum

m
ond and then a repair 

m
anual . F

ro
m

 these it w
as possible to

 identify th
e spares in 

the cardboard boxes and it so
o

n
 becam

e ap
p

aren
t that they 

included, apart from
 several drive shafts in various stages o

f 
m

echanical decom
position

, sufficient drive shaft repair kits 
for four shafts. U

sing m
y new

 found know
ledge from

 the 
m

anual I rebuil t a pair o
f drive shafts in preparation for 

fitting w
hen the car returned h

o
m

e. 
It could n

o
t be sa'id th

at the neighbours w
ere delighted 
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T.O.C PICNIC 


w
hen the C

itroen re-appeared in m
y drivew

ay attached by a 
to

w
 rope to a L

and R
over. It w

as considered im
p

ru
d

en
t to

 
drive it hom

e from
 the w

elders due to
 the absence o

f w
ings, 

doors and lam
ps. A

fter m
anoeuvering the car in

to
 m

y
 garage 

th
e scene w

as set for the en
actm

en
t o

f various dram
as and 

co
n

to
rtio

n
s, guaranteed to

 enliven th
e w

inter m
o

n
th

s. 
A

 blow
 b

y
 blow

 account o
f the procedures w

hich 
follow

ed w
ould be boring for those w

ho have carried o
u

t such 
a project and extrem

ely discouraging for those w
ho h

av
en

't, so 
to

 cu
t a long sto

ry
 sh

o
rt suffice it to

 say th
at the car 

eventually em
erged in

to
 th

e sunlight in M
ay 1

9
7

6
, resplendent 

in cream
 paint. 

T
he interior sported seat covers in velvet, a new

 
headlining and red carpets. It m

u
st be stated at this ju

n
ctu

re 
th

at it w
ould never have occurred to

 m
e to

 tackle these jobs 
h

ad
 th

ey
 n

o
t been pointed o

u
t to

 m
e by m

y
 w

ife w
ho seem

s 
to

 notice such things. M
y thanks go to

 her for perseveering 
w

ith the filthy rem
nants o

f upholstery and trim
 to

 m
ake 

patterns for the new
 w

hich she then ably form
ed on her 

sew
ing m

achine. 
A

 few
 trial runs to

o
k

 place before final sorting and it 
w

as soon necessary to
 rem

ove the cylinder head to
 replace a 

b
u

rn
t exhaust valve. T

h
e car w

hich b
y

 this tim
e becam

e 
affectionately know

n to
 m

y fam
ily as S

uzie, due to
 her 

registration n
u

m
b

er w
hich is S

Z
 425 w

as used locally until 
sufficient confidence w

as gained to
 em

b
ark

 on longer runs. 
T

h
at sum

m
er o

f 1976 she covered over three th
o

u
san

d
 

m
iles taking in the I.C

.C
.C

.R
. and S

udeley C
astle E

vents. 
1977 has seen visits to

 all the V
S

C
C

 E
vents and also a jo

u
rn

ey
 

to
 B

elgium
 for th

e superb C
B

A
C

 E
vent at Y

pres. W
e are 

alw
ays four up and som

etim
es tak

e the dog as w
ell and appear 

to
 cover distances ju

st as quickly as in our fam
ily everyday 

saloon, and certainly in greater style. 
I should add th

at a P
aris B

uilt B
ig 6 has been receiving 

sim
ilar atten

tio
n

 for som
e tim

e now
, b

u
t a com

pletion date is 
as y

et im
possible to

 forecast. T
his car has an interesting 

history and w
ill one day be the subject o

f a sim
ilar acco

u
n

t o
f 

bleeding knuckles, frustration and gnashing o
f teeth

. G
 C

arr 

." 

. W
ell -

-
-w

here w
ere y

o
u

 all th
en

, on th
at beautiful sum

m
ers' 

day, especially w
ith so m

an
y

 people living w
ithin easy reach o

f 
the site. S

till, for those w
ho did m

ak
e the effo

rt it w
as a 

thoroughly enjoyable, and very pleasant aftern
o

o
n

, w
ith som

e 
interesting new

 visitors. 
M

y arrival at the 'R
ain

b
o

w
' found D

ave S
hepherd and 

Jo
h

n
 W

atson already w
ell settled and w

ith th
em

 D
ion S

keats, 
a T

.O
.C

. m
em

b
er from

 C
anada, on holiday here. T

hen cam
e 

the first o
f o

u
r 'foreign' cars -

B
arny B

axter and fam
ily in 

their beautifully k
ep

t W
olseley H

ornet S
pecial, very w

ell 
loaded w

ith tw
o children and large ham

per in th
e back. A

nd a 
very p

retty
 sight it w

as parked along w
ith Jo

h
n

's roadster. 
B

y closing tim
e (lunchtim

e th
at is!) m

ore T
ractions and 

non-T
raction visitors had arrived, so w

e struggled across the 
road to

 th
e picniC

 field for th
e serious business to

 begin. T
he 

pates, cheeses, bread, salad w
ere laid o

u
t, w

ines opened and 
the feast began, lounging in the grass, under the tree and the 
sun, and in the usual tradition there w

as far m
ore in the 

fabulous food pool than w
e could eat o

r drink (o
n

 second 
thoughts w

e did drink it all!) 
D

uring the afternoon w
e w

ere joined by tw
o

 m
o

re 
'foreign' cars, N

eil H
eading from

 C
row

borough in his A
ustin 7 

S
pecial and G

ill and R
od T

aylor from
 B

righton in their very 
sm

art 1
9

5
0

's S
unbeam

 T
albot tO

U
Ter. It's am

azing w
hat a little 

m
en

tio
n

 in Jo
h

n
ath

an
 W

oods page o
fT

 &
 C

C
 can d

o
 to

 help 
the tu

rn
o

u
t!). E

ven the neighbours, in the house across the 
field could n

o
t resist seeing w

hat w
as happening. 

B
y the tim

e w
e all knew

 w
hat the engine o

f a W
olsely 

looked like and w
here the tools o

f a S
unbealJl are k

ep
t, and 

A
lan S

ibley had sold a few
 m

ore T
-shirts and gaskets, w

e had 
the grand line-up for photos, and the party began thinning 
o

u
t -

a sham
e really as the R

ain bow
 w

as ju
st ab

o
u

t to
 re-open! 

S
o ended an

o
th

er very enjoyable picnic w
ith som

e new
 

friends from
 o

th
er clubs and the know

ledge th
at w

e are n
o

t 
the only club w

hich suffers fro
m

 'invisible m
em

bers'. S
o in 

future -
m

o
re m

ixed-club events. O
h

, and it tu
rn

ed
 o

u
t w

e 
never did have perm

ission to
 use the field --

is seem
s som

eone 
forgot to

 ask. 
A

.G
.H

. 

"H
a

rry
 D

ritte
rs

" 

w
ish I'd

 le
ft th

e
: 

-: th
in

g
 alo

n
e 



S
ales, W

ants, M
iscellaneou

s, T
o

y
s and B

ook
s. 

W
anted A

ny in
fo

rm
atio

n
, p

h
o

to
s or history ab

o
u

t m
y 1927 

T
.O

.C
. S

pares for S
ale 

B
I4

 R
oadster, w

hich w
as built at S

lough. A
lso in

fo
rm

atio
n

 
ab

o
u

t parts etc for this m
odel. P

lease w
rite to: M

iss P A
 B

ren, 
P

oraite R
o

ad
, R

 D
 2

, N
apier, H

aw
kes B

ay , N
ew

 Z
ealand

, all 
letters answ

ered. 

F
o

r S
ale 19 S

2 L
t IS

. B
odyw

ork good, w
ill how

ever need new
 

interior +
 respraying. Price £

7
S

0
 or thereabouts. T

elephone: 
0

1
-8

7
0

 2
9

4
6

 any tim
e. 

F
o

r S
ale Sl?are parts for C

itroen L
t I S/B

ig IS
? B

o
n

n
et, 

gearbox
, drive shafts, c om

plete w
ith back plates and o

th
er 

sundry item
s. N

o reasonable offer refused, w
rite to M

r. S
. L

ea, 
16 B

ram
ley W

ay, H
ardw

ick, C
am

bs. C
B

3 7X
E

. 

W
anted C

o
m

p
lete set o

f front and rear brake shoes for 1949 
S

lough L
t. IS

. A
lso french radiator grille for L

t. IS
. T

erry 
H

o
m

ew
o

o
d

, I I V
ale C

o
u

rt, E
ast L

ane, N
o

rth
 W

em
bley, 

M
iddlesex H

A
O

 3N
W

. T
elephone

: 0
1

-9
0

4
6

4
4

6
. 

E
xhausts A

ll m
odels and m

arques, ex
h

au
st m

ade on a one o
ff 

basis in 16 gauge specially im
p

o
rted

 steel or in stainless steel, 
original L

.IS
 w

as ap
p

ro
x

. 2
0

 gauge w
hich is a lo

t thinner. 
O

ld ex
h

au
st needed as a p

attern
. C

ontac t P
aul at address 

below
. A

lso M
.O

.T
. w

hile y
o

u
 w

ait. 
J.J. S

ilencers and M
.O

.T
. C

entre, 16-26 U
pper S

to
n

e S
treet, 

M
aidstone, K

ent. T
elephone: M

aidstone 59 1
2

6
/7

. 

G
eorge In

n
, G

eorge Inn Y
ard

, 
77 B

orough H
igh S

treet, 
S

o
u

th
w

ark
, L

o
n

d
o

n
 S

E
I. 

N
om

inations for C
om

m
ittee M

em
bers and the positio

n o
f O

u
b

 
S

ecretary to b
e received by the C

lub S
ec

retary in w
riting S 

days before the A
.G

.M
 . Y

ou M
U

S
T

 be n
o

m
in

ated
 by an

o
th

er 
fully paid up C

lub M
em

ber. 

A
d

d
 postage &

 

£ 
packing w

here 
applicable 

B
rake M

IC
yl. K

it 
2.65 

3
0

p
 

B
rake W

 IC
yl. K

it -
state I" or I~

"
 

1.90 
3

0
p

 
B

rake flexible hoses ­
state 

E
nglish o

r F
rench 

F
ro

n
ts 

3
.0

0
 

4
0

p
 

R
ears 

2
.6

0
 

4
0

p
 

O
u

ter w
heel bearings 

8
.2

0
 

5
0

p
 

C
lutch th

ru
st bearings 

12.35 
5

0
p

 
L

ight 15 valve springs 
10

.0
0

 
5

0
p

 
C

om
ing so

o
n

: -
R

eplacem
ent w

heel cylinders, U
IJ repair kits 

for drive shafts (gearbox en
d

), L
enses for F

ren
ch cars. P

rices 
o

n
 application. 

A
lso av

ailab
le:-

E
x

change drive shafts. P
lease send y

o
u

r old 
drive shafts for replacem

ent plus a deposit o
f £6S

 .0
0

. N
O

T
E

 
the stu

b
 axles, tapers and shafts m

u
st be in reuseable co

n
d

itio
n

. 

S
pares for S

ale 
2

n
d

 h
an

d
 165 x 4

0
0

 X
's 

£
7

.0
0

 and £
1

0
.0

0
 

2
n

d
 h

an
d

 165 x 4
0

0
 tubes 

£
1

.5
0

 
W

ire m
esh for grille ~

"
 square gal\\anised 

£
1

.5
0

 
S

teel tube for ex
h

au
st th

ru
 pipe (requires flanges) 

£
4

 .0
0

 
N

ew
 A

rm
stro

n
g

 sh
o

ck
 absorbers for L

t.l5
 fronts 

£
1

0
.0

0
 

N
ew

 stan
d

ard
 7

m
m

 pistons w
ith rings (I set) 

£
2

0
.0

0
 

N
ew

 stan
d

ard
 6

8
m

m
 pistons w

ith rings (I set) 
(P

re-T
raction) 

£
1

0
.0

0
 

Jo
h

n
 G

illard, 129b C
am

den S
treet, L

on
d

o
n

 N
W

l. 

M
anual H

ire S
ervice 

W
e have a full ran

ge o
f w

o
rk

sh
o

p
 m

anuals for loan. P
lease send 

details o
f y

o
u

r car. together w
ith a deposit chequ

e for no, plus 
a separate P

ostal O
rd

er for the postage o
f £1. M

ake the ch
eq

u
e 

payable to the T
.O

.C
. and the postal order uncrossed payable 

to
 G

. B
rice. 

P
lease enclose a S

.A
. E. for the retu

rn
 o

f y
o

u
r deposit. T

h
e 

m
anuals are available from

 the E
ditor. 

T
.O

.C
. W

indscreen stickers, 4
0

p
 each. A

vailable from
 D

ave 
S

h
ep

h
erd

, F
lat 2, F

ield H
ouse

, E
splan

ade, B
ognor, S

ussex. 

T
h

e C
lub has for sale coloured 'T

' shirts w
ith a 'V

ive L
a 

T
ractio

n
' design available in sm

all, m
ed

iu
m

 an
d

 large. C
olours: 

W
hite, B

lue
, B

row
n

, R
ed

, Y
ellow

, G
reen

, please state all 
colours in o

rd
er o

f preferen
ce. P

rice £1 .9
5

 sm
all. £

2
.2

5
 

m
ed

iu
m

 and large includin
g p&

p. O
verseas m

em
b

ers please 
add ex

tra for postage
. A

vailable from
 Jo

h
n

 G
illard, 

129b C
am

den S
treet, L

o
n

d
o

n
 N

W
l. 

W
hilst every eH

o
rt is m

a
d

e 10 e/lsu
re Ih

e a
c
w

racy o
f th

e illj(m
n

a
tio

l1 an
d a;lvice given in th

e lechl1ic~
1 articles in Ihis 

m
a

gazin
e alld tIle rep

lies to readers enquiries. neillier th
e ,C

itroell C
ar C

lu
h

 T
 U

 C
 o

r Ihe o
fficers anu m

em
b

ers Ih
ere 

o
f o

r th
e al/thors accep

l a
n

y liab
ility w

h
atso

ever ja
r SU

ell 
II1jo

nnat[()ll an
d adV

ice. 



TH
E

 
A

U
T

O
C

A
R

, 14 
A

U
G

U
S

T
 19'"

 

P
rovided fo

r 
lest 

-by 
C

. 
N

. 
K

. 
M

O
lors, 

353
, 

F
inchley 

R
oad, 

L
ondon, N

. W
.3. 

T
elephone: H

A
M

p
slea

d
 5712/8532. 

X
T

E
R

 
a 

n
ill 

lasting 
23 

years, 
production 

of 
the 

C
itroen 

L
ig

h
t 

F
ifteen 

ended in
 

A
ugust 

1957. 
T

h
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t 

this 
tim

e 
the 

basic 
design 

specification 
rem

ained 
largely 

un­
altered, an

d
 

because 
of 

the lack 
of change 

from
 

year 
to 

year, 
and 

of 
the 

excellent 
reputation 

for 
durability 

w
hich 

the 
car 

established, 
w

ell-kept 
used 

exam
ples 

of 
the 

m
odel 

held 
their 

prices w
ell. 

T
h

e one w
hich is 

the subject of this test certainly 
com

es in th
e
"
 w

ell-k
ep

t" category, an
d

 
in

 term
s of condition 

related to age it is am
ong the best cars so far tested in the series. 

It is finished 
in 

black, and 
the only blem

ishes on the cellu­
lose are one o

r tw
o long b

u
t shallow

 scratches. 
T

h
ere is evidence 

of carefully 
executed 

retouching 
in 

som
e 

areas, 
b

u
t 

practically 
n

o
 

rust 
is 

to 
be 

seen 
anyw

here 
on 

the 
bodyw

ork. 
A

lthough 
adm

ittedly the car is only four years old, it creates the im
pression 

th
at 

proper 
care 

has 
been 

given 
to 

the 
finish

, 
to 

preserve 
it 

from
 corrosion and 

the progressive decay 
w

hich is 
too 

readily 
accepted 

by 
used 

car 
buyers 

as 
"n

o
rm

al." 
T

h
is 

thought 
is 

confirm
ed 

by 
the 

above-average 
appearance 

of 
the 

ch
ro

m
iu

m
 

w
hich, 

w
ith 

one 
o

r 
tw

o 
ex

cep
tio

n
s-n

o
tab

ly
 

the 
bonnet 

and 
boot 

handles, 
is 

unm
arked. 

T
h

e 
sam

e 
absence 

of 
rust 

w
as 

noticed 
w

hen 
the 

underneath of 
the car w

as 
inspected. 

Inside 
the 

C
itroen, 

the 
slightly 

grey 
appearance 

of the 
roof 

linings and 
m

ild 
creasing of 

the 
brow

n 
leather seat upholstery 

are 
the 

sole 
indications 

of the considerable 
use 

w
hich 

the car 
has seen. 

In
 alm

ost all other respects the interior is practically 
u

p
 

to 
new

 
car 

standards, 
and 

is 
abnorm

ally 
good 

in 
relation 

to
 

a 
m

ileom
eter 

reading 
of 

nearly 
50,000. 

E
ven 

the 
brow

n 
floor 

carpets 
are 

virtually 
as 

new
. 

W
h

en
 

the 
C

itroen 
w

as 
selected 

for 
test, 

C
.N

.K
. 

M
otors 

explained that the engine w
as to be overhauled before sale. 

T
h

e 
figures recorded above for acceleration an

d
 

petrol consum
ption 

w
ere m

easured before the engine w
as taken d

o
w

n
. 

It is a four­
cylinder o.h. v. unit of 1,911 

c.c. 
S

tarting is good, b
u

t the engine w
arm

s u
p

 slow
ly, and needs 

the choke if it is to 
pull aw

ay 
sm

artly d
u

rin
g

 
the first 

one or 
tw

o 
m

iles 
after 

a 
cold 

start, 
It 

is 
quiet 

at 
all 

speeds, 
b

u
t is 

n Jt really sm
ooth, som

e degree of lum
piness and lack of torque 

at 
low

 
revs 

being noticeable. 
T

h
e 

m
anual 

ignition 
control 

is 
i:1 need of adjustm

ent, b
u

t even w
ithout its use the engine ru

n
s 

h
p

p
ily

 on com
m

ercial 
p

e
tro

l-a
 

point to 
bear in 

m
ind 

w
hen 

a ;sessing the car's fairly 
h

ig
h

 petrol consum
ption. 

A
fter new

 
pistons, rings and exhaust valves 

had 
been fitted, 

a ,d
 the big end bearings had been rem

etalled, the car w
as tried 

again at," ru
n

n
in

g
-in

" speeds. 
It w

as th
en

 appreciably quieter, 
3nd 

nouceably 
sm

oother. 
T

h
e buyer of 

this 
C

itroen obviously 
W

ill kick off w
ith a virtually new

 engine. 
P

rotruding 
from

 
the 

facia 
is 

the 
lever 

for 
the 

three-speed 
gear 

box; 
cran~ed 

tow
ards the driver, it 

proves extrem
ely con­

vem
ent 

and 
hgnt 

to 
operate. 

T
h

e synchrom
esh 

is 
w

eak 
and 

changes 
cannot 

be 
h

u
rried

 
w

ithout 
grating 

the 
g

e
a
rs-a

' fault 
w

hich w
as criticized in o

u
r R

oad T
est of the m

odel w
hen new

 
in 

1952. 
T

h
ere is 

a positive lock 
arrangem

ent w
hich prevents 

the ,g
ear 

lever 
from

 
being 

m
oved 

unless 
the 

clutch 
pedal 

is 
?epres3ed: 

T
h

e clutch take-up is slightly juddery w
hen revers­

m
g, and 

II 
IS 

necessary 
to 

pause for a second o
r tw

o w
ith the 

pedal fully 
depressed to engage bottom

 o
r reverse silently from

 
rest. 
~
n
e
 

of the 
best 

features of the C
itroen is 

its 
suspension 

by 
torsIO

n 
bars all round, w

ith 
trailing arm

s 
for 

the 
rigid 

axle 
at 

the 
rear, 

and 
independent w

ishbones at 
the 

front. 
It is 

com
­

paratively. firm
, 

yet 
has 

a 
rem

arkable 
ability 

to 
absorb 

road 
Irregulantles at speed alm

ost w
ithout any jolt at all 

to 
the car. 

A
t certain speeds there is a lim

ited degree of firm
 vertical m

ove­
m

ent, 
b

u
t 

the 
dam

pers 
are 

still 
effective 

an
d

 
the 

ride 
is 

pleasantlv taut. 
T

h
ere is 

com
pl(!te absence of body 

rattles. 

U
S

E
D

 C
A

R
S

 

on 

th
e R

oad 

1955 
C

rrR
O

E
N

 
L

IG
H

T
 

F
IF

T
E

E
N

 

P

R
IC

E
S

: S
eco

n
d

h
an

d
 £595; 

N
ew

-b
asic £750, 

w
ith

 tax £1,064, 


A
ccelera

tio
n

/ro
m

 rest, through gears: 
1

0
 3

0 m
.p

.h
. 

8.5 sec 
20 to 40 m

.p
.h

, (top gear) 
16.1 

sec 
1

0
5

0
 m

.p
.h

. 
21.3 sec 

30 to 50 m
.p

.h
. (lO

p gear) 
16.0 sec 

to 60 m
.p

.h
. 

32.0 sec 
Standing quarter-m

ile 
23.3 sec 

P
etrol consum

pt,ion 
20-23 m

.p
.g

. 
iH

 ileo m
eter reading 

4
9

,5
5

6
 

O
il consu

m
p

tio
n

 
negligible 

V
a.t. first regist ered 

M
a.rch 1955 

The sliding roof opens readily, and for additional ventilation there is an 
opening w

indscreen. 
A

nti-drought panels have been added to the 
front 

w
indow

s. 
Tiny 

arcs 
o

f the 
flat 

w
indscreen 

are 
cleared 

by 
the 

w
iP

ers 

W
ith

 its relatively w
ide track and long w

heelbase, the C
itroen 

holds the road rem
arkably w

ell, and th
e car can be driven w

ith 
confidence 

really 
fast 

on corners; 
there 

is 
a 

m
in

im
u

m
 of 

roll, 
an

d
 n

o
 tyre squeal occurs until the very high lim

it of adhesion 
is 

being 
approached. 

W
ith 

these 
com

m
endable 

safety 
factors 

g.oes rack-and-pinion steering w
hich is light and extrem

ely posi­
tive. 

O
nly at low

 speeds is there occasionally a slight tug at the 
steering 

w
heel, 

rem
inding 

the 
driver 

that 
the 

car 
has 

front 
w

heel 
drive. 

E
ffective 

and 
dependable 

braking 
is 

available 
in

 
retu

rn
 

for 
reasonably light pedal pressures; and it is 

rare indeed to com
e 

across 
such 

a 
pow

erful 
h

an
d

 
brake 

as 
the 

one 
fitted 

on 
this 

C
itroen. 

It is 
controlled 

by an um
brella-type 

lever 
below

 
the 

faC
ia. 
F

o
u

r practically new
 M

ichelin X
 tyres have been fitted. 

T
h

e 
spare 

~
h
e
e
l
-
w
h
i
c
h
 stands at the front of the luggage lo

c
k

e
r­

has 
a 

little-used 
R

egent R
em

ould 
tyre. 

T
h

e toolkit handle 
is 

confined to a jack and w
heelbrace, and there is a starting handle 

in the luggage locker. 
A

 
flat-beam

 
M

archal 
fog 

lam
p 

has 
been 

added 
to 

the 
car 

and 
a 

w
indscreen w

asher, tw
o spring-loaded 

w
ing m

irrors an
d

 
an 

E
kco 

radio 
are 

the 
other 

extras. 
T

h
e 

radio 
has 

good 
tone, b

u
t som

e attention is required to the volum
e control, w

hich 
gives flse 

to crackling. 
T

h
e w

indscreen w
asher is also 

out of 
order~ but. this is the only other fau

lty
'item

 of the equipm
ent. 

T
~
l
s
 

C
itroen L

ig
h

t F
ifteen leaves 

a 
satisfying im

pression 
of 

efficle~cy 
w

ith .those w
ho. drive. it. 

It. m
akes no pretence to be 

a 
s~yhsh 

car; 
It scores 

Sim
ply 

by 
bem

g com
fortable 

and 
con­

verue~t 
for 

norm
a}. m

otoring 
on 

short 
or 

long 
journeys, 

w
ith 

a 'p'ra.l~ewo.rthy 
abil!ty 

to. cover 
the 

ground 
rapidly, 

yet 
safely

. 
V

ISibility 
IS 

good 
m

 
spite 

of 
the 

shallow
 

w
indscreen, 

and 
a 

pleaS
ing array of bonnet, head lam

ps an
d

 front w
ings is w

ithin 
the driver's forw

ard 
view

, m
aking it easy 

to place the car. 
~
h
e
r
e
 

has 
been 

n
o

 
change 

in 
the 

system
 

for 
selecting 

the 
subjects of this test series; as 

previously, this car w
as picked at 

ran
d

o
m

 from
 T

h
e A

U
lO

ca
r classified advertisem

ents in o
u

r issue 
of 12 June. 
The C

itroen's col11P
rehensive equipm

ent indlJdes a sim
ple form

 o
f htat­

er w
h,ch collects fresh air w

arm
ed by the radiator, and passes It by ·ram

 
effect to the interior w

here it is controlled by a rubber flap valve 




