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Chaman's Note Club Archives

TE———
October 2002 Paul De Felice

Firstly | must apologise for misleading you all in my chairman's
note in the last issue of the magazine. We have not run oul
doars from the South African Spares shipment and many ather
panels are still avalable. So F any of you 51l require body panels,
do not hesitate to contact Chris Treagust who will be only too
willing to heip

We intend to issue a new TOC Spares Price List incorparating all
the second hand parts available together wath the next issue of
Floating Power due out in January 2002

We are now coming up to the TOC AGM which 15 scheduled for
2pm an Sunday st of December 2002

This is your opportunity as members to come along, meet the
committee and 1egether with other members express your views
on how the club is being run and where we may be able to
improve and expand the service the TOC offers its members

50, all of those who we don't see very often, or any new
members who wish 1o come along, let’s all get 1ogether and fuel
the AGM with some proactive ideas and suggestions to enable
the committes to respond 10 your views where possible, further

improwve the club thus enhancing the camaraderie within the TOLC

and its reciprocal cantacts worldwide
Paul De Felice

The NEC, Birmingham
SATURDAY 9 - SUNDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2002
Ticket Hotline: +44 (0)2] 767 4767

www.classlccarshow.co.uk

Contra Exhibitions Bl acrian jases b

4 ﬂqaﬁngpm: poiohesmovember 2000

Frank Grant

Citrogén UK Ltd

Mlany thanks to Joanna Ground, Public Affairs in Slough. She has made
contact with Le Conservataire Aulnay on our behalf. They are unable to
provide infarmation at the mament, but | am hopeful that as M Hervals
team develops, some exchange will be possible. | have asked for
permiss=on to reproduce the Slough 12 & 15 parts manual. | have found
the assembly diagrams invaluatie when stripping and rebutlding complies
iterms like the frant suspansion

TRW/Lucas

& local Garagiste has lerit me a full set of Lucas parts manuals for the
thirties, forties and fifties induding a Citroen 15 & 6 ofinder supphzmant
from wihech | hope to produce a pocket Autaurmibler’s guide

Thanks ta Martin Butler at TRWYLucas | have permission to go ahead,
with the proviso that | send copy for final approval before re-publishing:
Newnes/BHuk/Harcourt

I my own collection | have a copy of Automobile Repair Valume 2 with
a detaled thirty one page chapler on Light 15 overhaul. Plus & set of
four Motor Repair and Overhauling manuals covering all aspects of
ancillary repairs. Both with excellent drawings and photographs. Jeremy
Bourgein from Harcourt rephies that they have no objection 1o ous using
this matersal, again wth a few proviscs

5, Jusl
rrangement.

tocspares notline
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AGM

S

Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of the
Traction Owners Club Limited, to be held at,

The Quality Friendly Hotel, 20 Wolverhampton Road West,
Bentley, Walsall, W52 0B5. (adjacent junction 10 on M&)

on Sunday 15t December 2002, commencing at 2pm

The business shall be to receve the report of the Committee, to
approve the report of the Treasurer, and 1o elect the Directors and
Committee members. There are at present no resalutions for
consideration. if any are received, they will be circulated to
members in Novemnber, with a formal agenda

Proposals for subjects to be discussed should be receved by the
General Secretary by 151 Movember 2002

The Clisb at present has five directors. The Articles of Association
require that one third of the directors be elected at each AGM
hominations are accordingly invited for two qualified people o
stand for elaction, The following longest serving directors are
standing down. Steve Reed and Andrew York, both of whom are
eligible, are offering themsalves for re-alaction. Mominations must
be i writing, be from a paid-up member, include an indication
that the pomines agrees to serve, and be receved by the General
Secretary before 15t Movember 2002

The Committes may consist of up to eightesn members. The rules
of the Club require that one third of the committee be elected at
each AGM. Nominations are accordingly mvited for up to six
people who are willing 1o stand for election, The following
longest-serving committes members are standing down: Alec
Bilney, Pat De Felice, Paul De Falice, Mike Halmes, Tony Latchford
and Steve Southgate, all of whom, except &lec Biiney are offering
themselves for re-election. Again, any nominations for new
committes members must be in wnting from a paid-up member,
rclude an indication that the nominee agrees to serve, and be
received by the General Secretary before 15t November 2002

kominations arg invited for the post of General Secretary and the
post of Treasurer. Tony Malyon, Treasurer, is offering himsalf for
re-glection and so is Pat De Felice as General Secretary. Agdin,
nominations must be in wnting from a paid-up member, include
an indication that the nominee agrees to serve, and be received
try the General Secretary before 1st November 2002

A rotice of all nominatons recaived will be arculated in early
howvember. Ary member requinng a postal vole must make a claim,
i writing, to the General Secretary, before 23rd October 2002

By arder of the Company Secretany

Tommy Cooper Comer

ST

& Two aeriels meet on a roof, fall in love, get married. The ceremony
was rubibish but the reception was brliiant.

* “Doc, | can’t stop singing the green, green grass of home”
“That sounds like Tom Jones syndrome”™, "k it common?”,
“It's not unusual”

* S| went 1o the doctor, He sad “Say Aaaaaah” | said “Why?"
He saiel "My dog's died”

o Send in your favourite Tammy Cooper gag for this reguiar feature. Fd

toc amm__ua| AcCounNts

THE TRACTION OWNERS CLUB LIMITED -
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOURNT -
YEAR ENDED 315T MARCH 2002

2002 2001
£ £
Note
Turnower 1.6 15,725 13,481
Cost of sales 13,814 8,134
GROSS PROFIT 1.911 5,347
Other operating income 16,602 16,652
18,513 21,999
Distribution costs and
administrative expenses 18,194 14,949
Other operating charges 1,639 19,833 1,483 16,432
SURPLUS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE BEFORE TAX
{1,320} 5,567
Tax on ordinary activities 8 56 128
SURPLUS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE AFTER TAX
{1,376} 5,369
General fund brought forward BE, 751 63,382
Adjustment for Corparation Tax
Creditor overstated 2001 85
GENERAL FUND CARRIED FORWARD
( 68,751

There were no ecognised gams and losses for 2002 and 2001 other than
these included in the Income and expenditure account.

Mene of the Club’s activities were acquired or discontinued during the year
1o 315t March 2002 and previcus pericds shown

Thie notes on pages 6-8 farm part of these accounts

BALANCE SHEET - 315T MARCH 2002

2002 2001
£ £
Note
Tangible Fixed Assets 17 3.095 3,552
Investments 12 2,000 2.000
CURRENT ASSETS
Stock 13 50,352 39,383
Debtors t4 1,038 1,692
Cash at bank and in hand 12,788 22,676
Bd, 178 63,751
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Creditors falling due
within one year 15 1,813 2d
Met current assets 62,365 63,199
MNET ASSETS 67,460 68,751
CAPITAL AND RESERVES
General fund 67 460 68,751

floatingpowar octobednovembes E‘EIUEF
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12t ICCCR,

Story: Marcus Lasance. Photos: Marcus Lasance & Tony Stokoe

lust like Caspar reported in the last
Floating Power, his visit to the TOC
Annual Rally actually went back to a
previous year, My decision to partake
in the 12th ICCCR at Amherst
Massachusetts had its origin some 30
years ago, when an organization called
"Youth For Understanding' or YFU for
short, allowed me to spend a year as
an exchange student with a family in
Michigan called 'The Collinses'.

The aim of ¥FU was to build relationships
petween the countries previously engaged
in World War 1, so that such an event
could never take place again, | ahways kept
in touch with my host family and Mom
Caollins had suggested & 30 year recnion
with her Dulch and German exchange
students, roundabout the same fime as
the 12th KCCCR was about to take place
in New England. What better motve and
opporiunity, especally as they were now
lving onby about # hours drive from Port
Elizabieth, Mewark, where our cars warg
destined to arrive on August 5th

Detectives like our favourite "Margret’
ahways required ‘means’ as well as 'maotive
and opportunity’ to prove a case, and |
guess, so did |. After unsuccessfulty trong
to sell my Six in the UK for 2 years | had
LI53 signs in my eves and hsted the car for
sale on eBay

had convinced my=elt and Diane that
while out there, an American would fall in
ove with my automobile and hand me
aver a fat wad of Dollars to save me the
trouble of shipping it back while at the
same time paying for our holiday! Then it
turns out the successiul bidder is a

Frenchman. A good thing the return
voyage was paid forl

PORTSMOUTH TO LE HAVRE

Well that plan went pear shaped, as the
car is now an its way back to France,
where it will be collected by s new
French owner. | took the Portsmoutn ferry
o Le Havre on Thursday July 4th and it
fook the better part of the next morning
to locate the GEFCO lacilities. This was
mainly due toa ‘route barré’ which made
Ihe previously issued map pretty much
usefess. In the office worked a sweet qQirl
called Amelie, who was desperate to go
hame on her mobylette fo colflect her 'Bac’
exam rasults. Nevertheless she promised 1o
wait till four and | went back to meet up
with Graham and Margaret Pitcher
armying on the afterncon ferry. We raced
through the docks and got both Tractions
booked in just before dosing time, Phaw! !
Amelie passed her exams with good
results and we had a tabulous meal before
heading back to England

OLD MEETS NEW

Mane, the kids and | were novy counting
down the days to our adventure in the
Wild Wiest Finally we flew off on Sunday
August 4 at 6 30pm and if was onfy 3
howrs later in America, when the heatl and
hamidity hit us like a hot wet towel, as we
stepped out of the air conditioned arpart
building at Mewark. We crashed out at the
Airport Sheraton. Here the next morning
collection of cur cars would be arranged
by a company called FAFS. The MDD of
FAPS turned out to have a private car
museum adjsined 1o his office, which kept
us amused while the man battled with

USA

uricns and customs afficials to get our
cars back Some papers were missing. In
the end, | think he guaranteed the lot of
us, with a personal bond. Great friendship
proven agan, between likeminded people!

First stop only a block or two from the
depot was at a petrae! station, because the
cars could onty be loaded on the vessel,
with less than a quarter tank of petrol
People pointed out to me | was loosing
water from my radiator When | opened
the top, steam blew cut and | walked up
and down 1o a tap in the filthy toilets with
an empty coke bottle 1o top up the water
for what seemed an eternity Where did all
this water go? The level was checked the
day before setting off | never ioose water
and | never lost water during the rest of
the trip. Was this sorme bored dock worker
playing a =illy trick by letting all the water
run out? Strange, but thank godness |
hadn't set out on the motorsay back to
the airport. It was past midday when |
arrved as the first refgased car back at the
hotel to the relief of Diane who thought |
had been abducted by the mob

Our next stop was U-Haul to collect a
Sportster trailer, booked over the intermet
to carry the luggage of 5 people. There is
i ey, 10 fit five Samsonite suitcases in a
small boot Sl The Sportster trailer proved
a real eye catcher and served us well Be
prepared for a bit of & rewiring job
however. The Americans use their brake
lights to doublie up as indicators. A sparne
English trailer socket came in useful. The
tattoed youth wha fitted it however
manaqged ti blow all my fuses, as soon as
| turned on the lights for the first time

floatingpower augustieptember 2007 7



Wi now belted down the New lersey
Farkway to Manahawkin where the
Collinses wers awaiting us with the first of
the many copious maals we were 1o enjoy
in the next 14 days. Parkways in America
are wonderful roads to drive, because in
general they do not allow Heawy Goods
Vehicles 1o use the roads. And hoy, are
these big eighteen wheelers scary? This
makes Parkways much more relased to
drive than Turnpikes, especially with an
old timer like the Traction Avant. Parkways
were built pre-Wwil and were developed
by park planners, a fact reflected in the
beautifully landscaped rest areas and
stone faced viaducts, We saw loads of
deer by the side of the road, which also
can be a hazard of course There are tolis
ta pay. but no maore than 35 cents each
fraif hour or so. Be prepared to be
overtaken left, right and centre however,
as that = the norm in America, The way
British drivers hog the so called fast lane
as if 1t was their private runway, | start to
think we should intreduce this system in
the UK sconer rather than later

Manahawkin is fram an Indian name, like
many Wowns in Amenca 11 not far from
Atlantic City and also has easy access 1o
Long Beach island, a strip of land
sormetimes less than a few hundred yards
wode and populated by the mast fabulous
hohiday homes on stilts, never more than a
minute walk from the beach We spenl
Tuesday on the beach and Tuesday night
on the Atlantic City Boardwalk

The Collinses built their fabulous house
more inland however on the edge of a
forest. In the evering deer corme right up
1o the garden, but the most spectacular
sight were Kolibri o0 "Humming Birds', the
siee of an overgrown bumble bee,
drinking from a specal nectar feader nghit
under gur eyes Don't go outside i 1he
wioods without insect repellant though, as
ona gets eaten alive, Scare stories in the
paper aboul the mosguito borne "West
Mile gisease’ also kepl us in. Thank
goodness for air-conditioning!

LIBERTY PARK

MNew Jersey was
an gxcellent
place to do a
bit of
sightseeing
before the
main ICCCR
rally, On
Wednesday
August 6 the Trachar gang was due to
arrive for @ photo opportunity and picnic
in Liberty Park. We were 5o lucky, as we
approached ext 148 from the N Turnpike
we filtered night into this graup of French
modern day adventurers, who had set off
from Los Angeles days earler and
followed desert traik and the famous
Route 66 10 get to this same point From
here the park 15 well indicated and the
road took ws right to the water's edge,
with the most stunning views of
anhattan, Elhs sland and the Statue of
Liberty, An old CRRMNJ railroad terminal
dominates the park. From nere some of
this nation's most dramatic stories
unfoided, with immiagrants, greeted by the
Statue of Liberty, being processed at Elis
island, the rineteenth ceptury equivalent
of sargatte. After being released they
took their trains from here to build thair
namies aut west

The enlarged black and white
photographs of proud people from
Fnland o Turkey and from reland to
Japan, makes you realise that there i
nothing new about our so called
aconomic refugees. These people all
became fine LIS citizens i the end and
helped build its prospenty. which is the
envy of the world

On Thursday we took a relaxing train ride
fram Poant Pleasant into Penn Station, 10
see New York City and give the girls thear
promised shooping trip 1o Macey's

Cn Friday we sad our farewslis to the
Collins tamily to undertake the trp to
Amherst Massachusetts. We decided to
follow the route, recommendead by locsl
Citroén enthusiast Ed Merryman, This route

starts at the top of the NJ Turnpike, almost
to the George Washington Bridge, There
we took the Palisades Interstate Parkway
north, which follows the Hudson River

I recormmend taking a short break at each
of the recammended 'Bella wistas' to take
ri the panoramic wiew of this great meer
and the disappearing Manhattan sky line
behind the Gearge Washington Brdge

After the Bear Mountain pass and bridge,
wie took the Taconic Sate Parkway to
Martindale (near the end). Then Route 7
north to Fittsfhield and finally Route @ east
into Amnerst. | just loved the views of the '
rolling countryside and the red timber
dairy farms, with thewr tin sibos. Just ke n
the movies as they say

Of our Victorian B&B n Amberst, the least
said the better. Dan't book B&E's in
America, thinking you wall save a few bob
on Hotel lodgings. dward winning the
Allen House Inn may have besn, bul 2 2
museum, not a place to enjoy Amerncan
hospitality. Unless you dor't mind the
token srule’ with 0.5 second built in
delay, while the land lady runs after yvour
kids 1o pul coasters under ther glasses.
Think of lanet Street Porter with an apron
an. Nane of the ‘'make yourself at home'
warmth we had become accustomed to
with the Collinses, Mot even a drink was
offared, after we twumbled out of aur car
dehydrated and exhausted, Mo coffes
served until breakfast time! Mext tme it's
Howard Johnsan's Matels for me all the
way! Mothing better after a long hot drive
than a die in the standard pool and a g
bucket of ice from the reguiatory e
machine next to the Coke machine. By the
way my remark about B&Bs does not
apply to Canada. Maore about that lates




12th ICCCR

I am not going 1o write too much about the 12th ICCCR itself

I am sure others will and have done, it's all true what they say
and | agree with everyone bar the compulsory bitching of some!
These events are all pretty much the same ampaay, bar the
location. | fully agree wath the travel writer who ance famoushy
wrote: "The pleasure 15 not 0 the armving, but the getting thera|
Alsa | find, | start 1o look less and less at the cars on display,
which are all gorgeous amyway, and look more and maone forward
to meeting likeminded people and old friends swapping stones
and spare parts brought from far avway places. It was nice to put
faces ta names | had been swapping emails with for months

The UK Citrogn Car Club put on a lovely lunch and invited
members and non-members from the UK to join. They picked the
best spot on the UMASS campus from where the Tractians could
be seen over the pond in the distance and a mament of
homecoming and sanity was enjoyed by the whole family, Thank
You Dawd Conway and Manny Mottishaw, Would you believe, of
all places, | meet Richard Chimary from Ipswich, who offers me
shared car storage in @ beautifully converted and bone dry barn
just down the road from me? That's what these events and the
‘Citroén Amicale” are all about!

The Monday after the event, we followed a well planned route to
Stovve Vermiont., We visited all six histaric covered bridges of
Madison County fame, Mot the ane that just burned dawn from
Beetle Juice', We visited Ben & Jerry's lce cream factory and | still
have my suspiceon, that wgether with Macey's in Mew York this
was the only reason why my two feenage daughters were so eager
1o come along for this long ride, Tim mearwhile made friends with
Blair andersan of ICCCR web master fame and earnt himself an
invitation to Winrupeg Canada next year Way o go Tim!

RAID MONTREAL

On Tuesday of the second week, we again were one of the last
people 1o leave the Motel for our nest destination Mantreal,
Quebec. Mever mind, putting my foot down on the last stretch of
matorway and at a good 85 mph thanks to the SDC 9X32
Cronen Wheel and Pinion in my gearbox | averlook the bulk of
the convay, while approaching the bridge over the 5t Laurence
river The A La Carte BER in the old part of town was home away
from home and the host Daniel, could not have made us feel
more welcome. Access to a video library of 700 tog films added
to the atfraction for the kids of course. What better place o
walch 3 wideos in a raw than the capital of a country you have
riever visited before?

The first mesat in Montreal at the Crange Julep hamburger and
rmilkshake bar was very informal and relaxed. Two other car clubs
were in attendance adding a bit of variety to whal must have
been one of the largest concentrations of Citrogns in Canada for
the last 30 years| Our host Daniel was glad tor the inwtation to
come along. The second night's Gata Dinner was maore formal
Everyone got their rumpled suits and jackets out of their suitcase
again for a scenic voyage on board the 'Cavalier Maxime' cruising
up and down the 5. Laurence River and the Clympic island

To great hilarity from the kids O and | even kicked our feet on
ke boats dance fioor boogying down till past midnight and a
fireworks display that Iit the sky lino

The next morning we managed one of our earhest starts for
Miagara Falls at just after 9am and reached Miagara at 8pm

A distance of 700 Miles in a 54 vear old car towing a U-Haul
traller and 5 grown up people. Some sakd it couldn't be done i
ane day! | say it's thanks to the engineering skills of the likes of
Roger Wiliams, that we had no more problems than a slightly
cwerheated engire in the Tororte rush hour in more than 3,500
miles covered in Mosth America. An expenence D and |, and
hopefully the kids, will never farget!
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Citroen in front ol a Traction Avanl, the fmnt-wheel-drive eor which proved the downlall of his father's company in the 1830

Sgn Ldr Bernard Citroen

Scion of the French car manufacturers who became a pilot in the RAF

SQUANRON LEADER BERNARD
UTTHOEN, who died ¢n Friday aged 85,
was the eldest son of the Feench indus-
rriatist André Citoen, and becama a
distinguished pikol in the RAF.

At frest, young Dertrand seemed des-
lined to suceked to whal was then
Europe’s lacgest automobile manufac-
turing canpice. Bul in 1935, when he was
14, hix Fither becsme banloruipt and died
shortly afterwards,

Audré Citroen hed been the [first
industrialist in Europe to begin the
mass-prodoction and mass-marketing
al mtomobiles in the American manner,
lounding his Double Chevron marque
i 1914 af the huge muonitions factory
that he had built during Hhe Frst World
Wi Within 10 veard, ity oubpat hal
awvertulien that of all the nldor-estols
Hsheil Fremch car malies combined

I 182, André Citruen decided cuim-
'1|z'lc|i,' lo cebuild bis lactory and 1o
launely o revalutionary mew front-wheel-
deive siloson, the Tragtion Avin, ahimost
simullanecusly. Rut by then the Uepres-
shaan had arvived In Fepnee. Having lost
bt the following year Andee died
of cuneer in n Parvis dinie, leaving his
wile und children in severoly slaitened
Fircumsiances.

Bernurd Maxime Citvoen was Born i
Moz on Jume 4 917, Edecated ot the
lLyete Saint-Louls on the Left Bank, in
136 D [ollowved i his father's foal-
sleps  hy enteving the Ecole
Polylechnigue.

Lo Moy Lale, ot the hedghl of the dedde
de grierre, he wis called up For comgul-
sory militnry servive and begon training
as @ pilot at the Année de CAic Oying
school loaited al Versailies, When the
invading German army amived unea-
pectedly i Pacis the following month,
howrever. Ras woik was hasiily Uansferned
o Rowan and then on 1o 'i'(4.1|.||n|.13|':. In
August 1840, followimg the tall of
France, the }lmlrltf Luntenant Cilraen
itk 'lll1il1txliil1'-‘:j{ll- emobilised. The fol-
lowing January, he enrolled in the Ecole

Supericare du Petrole, and after gaining
hibs diplema began his careor s mn engl-
neer in the petio-chemical industry, by
joining the French state-owned  Agui-
taine Petrol Company.

Although the Citroen family were e
lunger practising Jews, they were solb
jected o persecution and before long
many of their relations. including Ber-
trand’s coesin, hepan in disappear,

In December 1942, now aged 25, Bep-
natd made his way 1o England, where be
planned 1o join the many other forme
French seldicrs, sailors and airmen
ratlying under the commund af Genaral
de Gaulle. Affer crossing the Pyrenees,
an Tout, in wiler, he renched (he Ootish
Consulate in Bareelona the Tollowing
Aprtl awl, on agresing 1o enlisl in the
Free French Air Fovee, was smugpled
along the clandestine rowte thal led
acrass Spaln and Porlugal. Twenty
weeks laler aller encounlering many
adlventures, indloding a spell o peiso,
he resched Lishon and wos lown fo
Brasgtal on baavd o Dahota atreeaf aepiv-
m\g‘lln Loton covly n June 18471

ine: momths later he gained his wings
as 4 Mying officer in the RAF. In April
19494 he was posted o an Opecational
Training L'ail al Finmery. befure (eining
No 342 Squedron (skaffed wntively by
French wir crews and kiown as the Loc-
raine Syubdeon, o wnit sguipped with
teeln-emygined Douglas A-20 Bosion fae-
tieal baambezrs. based at-Hactferd Dridge
near Camberley. As pal of the Secand
Allied Tactiesl Alr Foree, throughoul
July and August 1944 Bernard Ciloen™s
sguaddron wis pssigned Lo >=|1[|F(III the
grounil forces engaged in the liberation
of France, imllowing the Allied ladings
im Aurrmandy

Alter avywing e Fronoe — wieore s
[t sfoge waas Lo visil his famaly — Citroon
spent the wemabnder of Lthe war with
Mip 342 Sepuailion, based initiatly i Mor-
mndy and Iater in Holland: he wis
derobilsed in Chetnber 1945 inthe mink
of squadron leader. Belween June 1444

Reprimted fram The Telegraph, August 13th 2002

and May 1945 ho had fown moro than
75 musslans dver Franoe and Geeosany,
fur which he was awarded e Crds de
Cuerpe witle [ive bas and eventually
made Communnder of e Legion d"Hon
nes, malibary class,

In Japuary 1946, he tound himscl
nnee more in Spaln, having becn sent (o
Madrid by the French governmant
Finding the Spanish wiy ol Jife agnee-
nhle, he decided 1o stay on in General
Franco's cagital, employed by a small
ngoey ooncerned with e impertation
of various makes of Froench autones-
hiles, 1t was al this time that he bersine
Boman Cathalic.

In due course, Citroen apened his
own impon agency, L stay in Madod
lagled mnli] 196R, when ke relumed o
Farts and vejoined the peva-chomienl
industry, faking up empovinent with a
sulwiclizny ol the French If"-ﬂq'l,lilun'r
Tertal ol conglomemte, cogaged 0
minerabogical exploation and deselogp
men! work overseas. Over the nogl 23
wears, until his eliremenl in FOEY, iy
actneiiies as an ol ALy [ Eo b f [
regularly took him abeoad, to Argenting,
Tran. India wnd Mexico,

During his relivement Cilroen way
whie o concontrate on Rtevaluce and
tennis: for s achevenents ws o poe b
had esclier heen elecied, i 19749, &
mumber of the Achdemde du Var.

Tt ahe Binttier yeats ol his e, however,
he hecome increasingly imaglved in oo
mbemnpl le uncivel the apacgue snd com-
plex Hinelal and political affuirs swe-
vouncling his father's demise, He formed
the view that the Citroen family had
been the victims of a devious plol to
swindle them aut of the nghiful ovener
shi of theis company.

n big auobiogrephy  puabished 0
1006, enlifed fe Conpuesadion e fored | the
Jave] Cosaprirowy]. he sl et the arg-
mients supporting his controversial cise,

Hermard Citroen maroel, in 1952, Pie-
wika Seabo, o Huogarian by bieth. whe
el im TR Thoy hiid three sons.
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Norwegian Adventure

Norway Tour 14 - 30 June 2002

Seven Tractions and fifteen Tractionists
met at Mewcastle one Friday evening
and boarded the overnight ferry

to Bergen.

1953 Commerciale Mick and Moira
Holmes and their son Faul

1953 Familiale Pote and Sue Simper

1939 Légere Sernie & Pear! Shaw

1950 Normale Gavin and Chris Mifls

1952 Light 15 Mike Tennant

1951 Légére Bl and Sarah Smout and
their son Theo (nearly 4 years old)

1953 Light 15 Robin and Sue Dyke
However only six cars disembarked. Robin’s
Light 15 had a problem which soundsd like
a big end, and 5o it returned on the ferry
for the AA to take it south to await repair
We were met by a frendly group of
Morwedgian Citroen owners who led us on a
comay tour of Bergen. Rodin & Sue soon
rejoined us in a hire car

That evening and for the next five days we
drove northwards to Bode, but nat in a

12 |floatingpower oclobenhaonembar 2007

particularky straight line - there s no such
thing in Morway, We took a scenic route
cleverly planned by Mick, Maira and Paul,
to take in glacers, waterfalls and fjords via
mauntain passes, tunnets and ferries. Paul
has been working in Morway for the fast
few years and speaks good Morwegian.
Each day was a mixture of lairly strenuous
driving and busy sight seeing. The mileage
vared from day to day but it had reached

nearly 2,000 kms when we arrived at Bode,

Each might we stopped at well chosen
£amping sites in hytter (chalet huts), and
despite the very ight evenings no one had
any proolerns getting ta sleep. Meals were
mastly seff catering, although the
festaurants at the campsite were also very
good. We shopped at supsrmarkets and
garages - the lacal hot dogs were
particularly tasty,

RAIN DANCE

Memarable moments on the way up
included the longest tunnel (23 kms), the
Fimeriand glacier (the ice is bright blue), the

X

by Moria Holmes

Stryrfell pass (abave the snow linel, the
revalving restaurant in Trondheim (the cars
were filmed by the TV campany), the stave
church at Lo, the island of Leka {barbecue
lunch ar a pier by the fishing sheds) and
crossing the Arctic Circle (66% 33°), Berme
did a rain dance on the foredeck of the
ferry, and it clearly worked - we
expenenced every sort of rain possible. But
10 be fair we had some lovely sunny days
as well, The chairman of the Traction
Monwege Club met us at Dombas, with his
beautiful 1953 Légére (and stayed the night
at the campsite), and the next day the
secretary of the club had lunch with s in
Trondheim, At Kilboghaven we met the
awner of the only Slough built traction in
Maonway, Throughout the tour the
Marwegians could not have been mare
trendly, We have less pleasant memones of
the Morwegian mosguitoes

We arrived at Saltstraumen just south of
Boda on Thursday evening, and stayed for
three nights. Paul reckaned that the campsite
in Bode was too close to the airport and
would have been naisy. This was a time to
relax, and the weather was beginning to



[

improve. Most of us went into Bode the next
day, and late in the evening we went up
Wiount Renvik (just to the northeast of Bode.
The Idea was 1o be there at midmght |1 am
local surmmer Birme} on the solstice (275t June)
1o s2e the sun at its Iowest paint above the
niarthern homizon. In fact Bode is well north
of the Arctic Circle (67= 17") and the sun does
riot 5et for a peniod of 44 days, Our stay at
Saltstraumen was |ust the rest that we
needed The campate was very pleasant and
it wias an easy walk down to watch the
maelstram as the water rushes through the
nasrow channel, The sea birds and the local
fishermen know that this is the time for
fishing - Mick and Paul causght enough fish
for everyane. Gavn & Chns looked for the
s2a eagles for which Boda is famous and in
fact & few of us did spot them. Pete and
Gavin were always trying to find a wild
maase, Bernie set them up with a sighting,
bt it turmed out to be a spray can of
MoLsse

The weather on Saturday was glonous, and
we headed narth from Bode 1o the
beaytifully preserved frading post at
Kjerringey, The tiny coast road runs out a
little further on, and so this was most
northerly that any of our Tractions reached

B

(B7° 35" 4 N and 65 days of midnight sunj.
The scenery throughout Manway is
spectacular, but especally around Boda
Lupins grow wild at the roadsides and blue
berries were there 10 be picked

We needed an earfy start on Sunday, as this
was going 1o be the longest leg (534 kms)
af our journey south, The first rest braak
wias unplanned (Mick's tal pipe needed
tixing}, and the second was at the
Polarsirkelen centre on the E6. We met
angther Citrogén enthusiast at Mo i Rana,
and reached Hewa in the evening whera the
owner of the campsite now wants ta buy a
Traction, The next day we revisited
Trangdheim, in a sense our route was a sort
of figure of eight. Some af us went 1o the
istand of Monkhomen, others went to see
the cathedral, Then on to Oppdal whese
the very old hytter at our campsite had
turfed roofs. From Oppdal our route was
northwest 1a Kristiansund so that we could
drive down the coast along the
Atlanterhavsveien, a senes of wonderful
bridges. Then on via Molde to Alesund in
atracious weather and a visit 1o an
EngImMous sea aquarum and a meeting
with the proud owner of a 1546,

NORWAY ROCK

Thee plan for Wednesday was to include a
lang ferry trip down the Geiranger fjond,
but the early morning weather was bad. S0
instead we delayed the start and displayed
the Tractions on the cobbled quayssde in
Alesund to a crowd of onlookers, Pete &
Bernie (abetted by the ather lads) had ted
a string of cans under Bill's Légére, you can
imagine the fun. The tounsts really enjoyed
it and Sue could not hold the video camera
steady for laughimg. After a short ferry
crossing to Eidsdal and wath the weather
impraving, we had hopes of getting back
on schedute, The narrow wanding road ug
fram the Bidsda! ferry s signpasted with
warnings about falling rocks. Robin & Sue
drving at the back of the corvoy were
horrified to see a pouider rolling and
bounang down the steep hillside 1o their
nght. Bill rever saw it arrve from aver his
night shoulder to land on his headlght and
demolish his wing, bonnet and grill. His car
stopped instantly, the radiator burst as it
wrapped itseff around the fan. Bill, Sarah
and young Theg were unburt, and the
shock only set in slewdy Qur estimate is
that the boulder weighed over a
hundredweight, and that in less than a
tenth of a second things could have been
very much warse, The police, the Aadb, the
hghways authonty and the tow truck were
soon mobilised, Sarah and Theo (and their
luggage} transferred to other cars and they
all set off on an amended route for Flora
{still a very long way to go). Robin, Sue and
Bill bedded the car down a1 a local garage
surprisingly it looked as though the engine,
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gearbox and suspension were undamaged. By then most feries
wiould be closing down, so Sue navigated yet another route to
Flora. Bill's mobile must have been red hot by then. The main party
arfived at Flore just before midnight and the others |ust afterwards
The good news was that this was the best campsite ever!

Thursday marming was by necessity anather late start. Bill had to
collect a hire car, Pete had suspected water pumpfalternator trouble
{soon fized) and Mick needed a brake cdinder (Mike Tennant to the
rescue) But the run to Eudfjord was easy, and we stopped at the
beautiful stave church at Hopperstad, We saw the Fossji and
Latefassen watertalls on aur way 10 Algard just south of Stavanger
Saturday we prepared for home, ditchied the hire cars (neither of
which had ever really managed keep up with the Tractions), and
spent same time in the old city of Stavanger. Our farewell meal was
in the Timbuktoo restaurant, the food was really good and the
wine prices were memorable. Everyone expressed their thanks to
Mick, Moira and Paul for the wenderful tour they had organised.

Late that evening anly 4 Tractions boarded the ferry icarmying the
luggage of & cars), and most of us were home before midnight an
Sunday. Pete and Sue stayed anather night and then diove through
Denmark, Holland and Belgium to rest a while in France before the
Brittany Rally. The total distance covered by miost of us in Norway
was 4400 kms (2734 miles). Pete is bullding & new engine for
Robin, and Bill's car is now with Dennis Ryland for repair, The other
cars expenenced very few prablems, although heads under bonnets
Was d commaon sight,
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NVotorway Dis-traction

If you have joined the madding crowd
racing down the autoroute from Calais
to the south of France and feel you
need a real break, there's an oasis to
soothe the nerves and warm the heart
of any self-respecting Tractioniste -
Colombey-les-Deux-Eglises,

A guiet, picturesque place of
pilgrimage for French people of all
ages, it is the village where General
de Gaulle lived much of his |ife and is
buried. And where his personal
Traction 15CV is on display.

Surrounded by calm, wide horizons, woods
and meadows, a landscape little changed
in centuries, Colombey 15 just 30km north
from junction 23 of the AS, close to
Chaumant some 420km from Calais)

Take a couple of hours off and make a

vigit. You can pay your respects at the
General's simple grave in the cammunal
churchyard and see his lbrary and office

inside his house, *La Boisserie”. Then drive
a shart way o the mllside where thers
stands an enarmous Crass of Larraine
visible fram afar and where 2 small
mseum is devoted to France's greal hero
Pride of place is given here ta the Traction,
in supert condition, which he owned and
used fram 1955 until 1958 when he
became Fresdent of the Repubhic

Like several other French presidents,
Charles de Gaulle was very much a
Citra#riste, He acquired his first Tractsan in
1946, just after resigning from the new
post-war government. During the next
thirteen years which he spent jn the
political wilderness, he followed up with
an 11 Legére, an 11 Mormale and then
two 155 The second of these, naw in the
miseum, was fitted with hydropnesmatic
suspension  Once elected President, he
graduated to a 05, lo which he was also
devoted His fathful chauffeur, Fantanil,

Gordon Harrison writes:

was once asked why mon Géneéral was so
lewal ta the chevran. The swifl rephy was
“They gve him total satisfachon  He feels
very much at ease in them”. in fact,

De Gaulle appreciated greatly the space,
quietness and stability of the cars
Indomitable and intrepid, they brought
him luck, he sa.

The village of Colombey-les-Deus-Eglises
has its fair share of souvenir shops, 5o
vanous bits of Tractionzha are to be
found. If nothing else, you can stock up
on the attractive postcards produced by
the local Editions C hapal, which are
shown here. And if you feel like a treat,
there is & ane Micheln star restaurant -
I'"auberge de la Mantagne - with a
reasanably priced pris fixe lunch, where
you can make a delicious escape from
motorway cuisine and raise a glass ta the
Grand Homme himself, and 1o his
exguisite taste in cars, Vive la Traction!

fractan Awvant 15 CV Citroén having belonged 1o

Général de Gawle, apd used by him from 1955- 1358,
Bath pectures faken ar the Mamoral of Colombey 2 churches

Pigtures from the nsitute of Charles de Gawlle
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Melplash in Dorset was the venue for
the fourth, {or was it the fifth?),
Mational H-Van rally. We turned off
the Bridport Road into the cricket
ground, confident that our Hymer
matorVan would qualify for entry on
both counts. This turned out not to be
the case, all the other H-Vans were
several years older than ours and
none had a Fiat diesel fitted! We were
made most welcome nevertheless,
along with fellow Traction owners
Graham and Margaret Pitcher and
around a dozen 2cvGE members, to
join in the celebrations to mark the
55th anniversary of the introduction
of this unigue vehicle, A warm
Saturday afternoon with the local
brew on tap and talk naturally turned
to H-Vans, Tractions and 2cvs, and so
it continued long into the evening.
H-\an Register cwners have traditionalky
joined in with Citroén Car Clul railes and
only decided to organisa their cwn
"Mational” five years ago. The 2007 event
was cancelled, a casualty of the "foot and
mouth® authreak in rural England and,
though the previous best attendance was
27 at a CCC Stratford rally, organiser
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Simon Doe was aptimistically hoping for
55 vans in this anmiversary year

Sunday miorning saw the vans assembling
for a run down to the Bndport
roundabeut. Butchers vans, fire trucks,
mobile shops and caravans formed this
‘Convor Bxceptionel” returming to line up
for the eagerly awaned concours
compettion. The Half Moon public house
is conveniently situated naxt 1o the cricket
ground and landiady Val had kindly
agread to judge the event provided she
could get back to the pub before opening
time. Her total lack of knowledge of H
Vans, or indeed of any matters Citroén,
ensured a completely impartial decision!

Registrar lohn Sobey, wha normally makes
the presentations, was only shghtly
embarrassed to be on the receiving end
this year as he accepted the trophy for
first prize, further enhanced to include a
ride in & Tractan!

as the weekend drewr to a close, the
haped for 55 vans had not matenalised.
simon, 8 man not normally lost for words,
was however rendered SpE"E"I."'Ih.'!SE when
ne came 1o thark the 46 ownears who had
travelled from as far as France, Holland

—ally

by GraHvan Jones

and Wigan to make this the biggest
gathering of H Yans ever recorded in the
UK. In doing so they had also raised over
£500 to support a local charity, the Joseph
Weld Trust, a tremendous effort

Mext yaar's rally will agam be held mid-
May, subject to Cricket Club approval, and
Traction Owners are cordially imated,
preferably with their Tracticns!

H Van registrar & John Sobey who may be
contacted on 01453 542220 or for details
of neat year's evenr and H Vans generally
cordact Simon Doe, 01308 488422

Also check out the followang web-sites -
wwnw hvan.co.uk and

wiww hvanheaven.co.uk
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http:www.hvanheaven.co.uk
http:www.hvan.co.uk
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tocsection scene

Surrey, Hampshire
Sussex Borders section

E——

Considering August { when we had an after meating tnp 1o
Falnshill Park), is the main holiday month for families we had a
good attendance at The Barley Mow, This alsa proved to be the
case in September, |t s pleasing to note that we have new
members attending as well as longer standing members who have
never atiended a TOC event of any kind. The North London section
have been very supportive and thanks to Chrs Treaqust, Tony &
haria Hodgkis for travelling up from the Sussex coast

W are looiing forward to October, with a tng after meeting at The
Barley Mow for lunch, to Denbies Vineyard befare or during the
grape harvest with a tractar train ride around the estate. December
15th is Christmas lunch and we are [ooking forward to a good
attendance. Membess from ather regions are very welcome 1o jon
us, but please phone us if you wish to attend as booking is essential

Qther meetings just come from 12pm, By the time the sbove s read,

we shall be thinking on next years activities. Being an unabashed
hedonist here are the 2003 dates for the Sunday meetings at The
Barbey Mow, The Street, West Horsley, Surrey: 19th fanuary, 16th
February, 16th March, 20th Agril, 18th May, 15th June Summer
Barbeque, 20th duly 17th August, 215t September, 19th October,
16th Movember 2 15t December 2003 Christmas Lunch.

Information an trips and events to follow.

News Years day at The Barley Mow is a Vintage Sports Car Club
meeting, which is well woth attending, for enthusiasm and 2 great
vanety of cars. Brooklands Museum is open on New Years day, at
which there is another gathering of old car entusiasts. Brooklands
5 onby ten minutes away from The Barkey Mow, 50 i is very easy to
attend both events, and get the New Year off to a flying start.

For futher information phone John or Helen on 020 8330 72716

West of England section

e

We are now coming to the end of the season - at least as far as the
West of England Section is concerned - with one final meeting in
October We then have a break until lanuary when the whole process
starts again with our planning meeting - almast certainly at the Tunnel
House at Coates near Cirencester,

The meeting at Munny was well attended with Alistair Patillo and
family from Cardiff turning wp in his shiny Light 15. Brian Reakes from
Keynsham also appeared with his recent acquistion of Dave Partridge’s
red Light 15 as featured on the cover on John Reynold's book. Apart
from a mouse mest on the roof lining i fooked in pretty goad shape
Wisiters Pam and Richard Hutton from Southampton plus the usual
requlars made up the rest of the party and after lunch we all had a
wialk around Munry Castle in the dnzzle. All m all, 3 good day

The historial theme continued in September with g meeting at
Caereon near Mewport in South Wales, Anather good attendance,
wBry generous quantities of food at the pub, fine weather and a
fascinating location added up to one of the best meetings of the year
Caerloon boasts a number of Roman remains and, in particular, an
amphitheatre retaining a fair amount of the original structure. There is
an assaciated free!) museum comaining artitacts that have been
found it the area. The amphatheatre loocked vary tempting as a
siitable place to lire up the Tractions but | don't somehow think that
the authorities woudd have been to impressed and, no we will not be
organising the Annual Rally thera! Thanks to Alistair for his suggestion
of Casrdeon.

Chur final meeting of the year is at Westonbirt Arboretum, near
Tetbuery wath lunch at the ensguely named ‘Cat and Custard Pat’ in
Stipton Moyne, Regulars waill receive the usual communication but if
anyone else wishes to (o us - and all are welcome - give John
Ogborme a call fiest to confirm date, time and place. Tel 01749 870507
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E;a__kee & Border section

The Lakes and Border Section would like to invite members 1o the
Jrd Lakeiand Rally, Friday 23rd May to Monday 26th May 2003,
Accommaodation will be at the Castle Rigg campsite, Keswick or
at hotels etec, by enquiry of Bob Cuppage.

Programme details and costs to be finalised but they should be of
the usual high standard

Friday: Arrvals drinks in the hotel bar,

Saturday: During the day a convey run and in the evening dinner
in the Swan Hotel, Keswick with bus transpart available

Sunday: Convoy visit to a site of interest. Evening Barbeque, we
provide the fire, you prowde the steak and bangers.

Further information frem Bob Cuppage
Application form available in the new year,

Anyone wanting further info can confact fim Rogers on 07524
733473 or Bob Cuppage on 01697 478301

Scottish section

Reparts on happenings narth of the border in recent months have
been conspicuaus by their sbsence, my fault entirehy! | initially
blamed it on "pressure of work” etc but a late holiday to the south of
France was a contributory factor  The night before we were due to
take the new ferry from Edinburgh (Rosyth) to Zeebrugge | had an e-
mail from Paul Detelice asking if | could meet up with Steve Le Rousx
who was on holiday in Scotland and visiting the Cowal Games
KEnowing | wouldn't be available, | contacted Johin Savelli at shart
notice and | am sure Steve enjoyed John and Dot's hospatality:

We don't seem to have done many local events this year - the lunch
run - Glamis Extravaganza and the SWTVC run which combines a
moring regulanty section with an aftemoon treasure hunt,
conveniently punctuated by an excellent buffet lunch. Tractions were
10 the fore with awards for the Savelli car and our own Light 12
Many thanks 1o those who offered suggestions on how to bring back
the 118 Narmale which | bought in France in February, We sventually
opted for 3 cheap Ryanair flight out of Prestwick to Beauvals hire a
car, collect the Traction and drve it home - what & journey! ! {brave or
daft?} Broken rotor arm in rural Normandy, negotiating * deviations”
in the dark near Pegasus Bridge with only ane B-wolt headlight
icandle} and a good torch! Sie hours recovery on the ferry to
Partsmouth then a fifteen hour drive 19 Collace. The ten breakdawn
halts in Britain (what only 10} were all down to 2 bucket-full of rust in
the petral tank which peridically chaked every filter in the system
{yes | know where they all are now). A new tank has now been fitted
- thanks to Sandy Wilson

Since then we have taken the car back south to Blenbeim far the
Annual Rally, where we had a very enjoyable weekend. Mo problems
this time, we met up with lan and Wendy en route and drove down in
carvay - sately in nurmbers!!

We managed fo whittle the retiem tno doam ta 10 howrs - rall on
next year its onty 10 minutes 1o Perth &arport from the front door
Keany Cocker, ken@hillfoot fsnet co.uk, fel 01827 650436

South Midiands section

Our next meating will be on Saturday 26th April 2003 at the
Henley River and Rowing Museum, Arrive anytime dunng the
maefung and leave wheneyer you ke in the afterncon. The
museum has a café restaurant and they wall reserve tables for us
although it would be wese nat (o all arrive at once. There are
pleasant walks along the river promenade ang the town centre is
anly a short distance away

Further derails from Robin Dyke Tol 01865 858555
Email: robindpke@anl com


mailto:robindyke@aol.com

section

In mid August the fersey and Austia sechons held a very pleasant
meeting at 5t Quen, lersey. Channels slands. Attendance was
sensabional, one thisd of the Austrain Section and half of the Jersey
Section met at Bran Follzins beautiful L'Epirerie. All four of us had a
great afternaon talking Tractson Brian and Famela then told us all
ahaut the musts for sightseesng n lersey, which places 1o go and, most
impartantly for & gourmes, they recommenced good estaurants. My
wite and | stuck to ther advice and our stay was tantastic - everything
was exactly fike the Follains had wald us!

Il"\f \;IO F" DI

| think everybody in the TOC should hear about this form of club
attivity - 1o meet other mermbes you have neves seen betore and give
them a helping hand

Thank wou very musch Bnan and Famela for yaur ovenshelming hospitality!
DOr Thomas Loebenstan, Vienna, Austra (rght) wath Bnan Foliain

L ondon section

Fregular meetings on the last Tuesday of each menth at the
following locations

Even months: From 8 pm at "Ye Old Cherry Tree, 22 The Green,
Southgate, London, Nid (Tel 020 8447 BD22}

Odd months: From & pm at Cafe Dysart, Petersham Road,
Richmond, Landon, TW10 (Tel 020 8920 8005)

If you need any further information please contact Pefer or Sue
Simper on 020 8560 3267 (days) or 020 BEST 1093 fevenings)

—BHVC News

LEAD REPLACEMENT PETROL

It seems likely that the manufacture and distributon of Lead
Replacement Petral (LRP) will cease in the near future as demand
draps to an uneconomical level, Although FBHVEC has not advacated
the wse of LRF Il recognises that many awners of hestone vehicles
will have been using it for various reasons i place of leaded 854040
petrol or unfeaded with one of the eight products that passed the
FEHWC s additive testing programme

Detals of filing stations weling leaded fuet and of the eght products
that passed the FBHVE test can be found on the Federation website:
e fhbne couk. These pages were updated in Junedluly with links
to indnadual manufactusers' own websites, following comments that
some products appeared no konger to be available

T 15 planming a leatlet that will be distnbuted thraugh the foT
station netwaork and at filling stations giving metarists details of the
aptions available ta them The leaflet & expected to include
references o the FBHVC website and to acknowtedge FEHVC as the
anly independent pody that has tested additives

MOT CERTIFICATES

The last newsletter carried @ short article abour the general
requirement for cars and hght commercial vehicles over three
yaars old in use on the road to have a valid MoT certificate, It
sugaested that certain very early vehicles with a Science
Museum certificate could legally be driven an the road without
an MoT certificate. This is not the €ase: such vehicles do require a
valid test certificate What the Science Museum certificate does is
1o exempt these vehicle fram certain parts of the Construction
and Use Regulations, thus making it possible for that vehicle to
pass an MaT test that it would otherwise fail, We apologise to
owners of any such vehicles who might have been led to believe
that the law had changed.

LICENCE DISCS

A letter from DVLA suggests that a significant number of owners of
historic wehicles are not obtaining a vehicle ficence disc befare
verituring on 1o the road, |t onky takes a few mnutes to comply with
the regulations in order to obtain a free licence disc but, if the abuse
of the system s as widespread as the letter from DVLA imphes, it 15
inevitable that the VED congession that so many enpoy will be placed in
jpaparthy. Al enthusiasts should help to oot aut this thoughtless and
selfish behawour by explaining this to ary offenders The mam text of
the letter from DVLA = reproduced below

‘Vahuches fcensing n the Hisfone faxahion class connnwe to be sufnect
fo tha requirarmeants i beense annually produce & vahid velicle test
cerfificate (if apphcabie) certificate of maotor inswrance and display a
"Ml tax disc

I 13w a current lcence must be displaped at al times when the vehicle &
ot the pubiic road. Withoot the requirement o display a disc, there
wiound be no way of enfarcing papment of VED without gt the same fime
imposing an enanmaous burden of abartive wark an the palice and the
Departrment's owin staff it checking agamst OWLA's compater recards the
fcermng pasiban of everp wehicle that they see in wse on the roads
in-addition, the anoual ranewal of vahicle ficences provides an
econamical way of checking that the hasic road satety requirements of
insurance and dwhen appropnate.) vehicle testing, are heing met It s
ffie only fimee fhat drivers are gseed to show these documents ather
than after an accident or duning & spot check by podce 1 2o halps to
ensura the accuracy of the veticle racord By remindiog matonsts of
ther obbgation to notify WA of the scquisionidisposal of a veficle '
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VIETNAMESE TAKEAWAY

One item | had to write about is the piece concerning the article
about “Vietnamese Takeaway', surely anyone who knows the finer
points about these cars won't be deceived about this being sold
as "GENUINE® 118 Coupe!

The waist line where it joins the rear part of the window to the
rear of the roof slape isn't the true shape. fram this point 1o the
end of the body line it is the same as a Roadster, it isn't rounded
but has a distinct sharp ling incorporated in that line before it joins
going across the body at its rear, A very difficult shape to copy.

Another point to mention is the Front Wings as featured are Post
War from a Saloon car, these would have to be in order to accept
the "&° grille. With pre-war wings the Light 15 and Big 15 wings
were the same, the difference was made up by a “Valance' in the
case af the Big 15, on the Big 15 Roadster of the 1940 seres and
confirmation of this, it one checks the "Spares Manuel’ page 407
‘Schedule of Wings' one will see this as so.

A few years ago a Roadster in &ustralia was offered for sale, this
was nol a true car, Many people have altered a saloon car and
attempted to pass these off as genuine. Countries like Vietnam
have these cars a few were defivered to French Colonies, | recall
Reg Winstone mentioning in one of the first "Floating Powers" of
Roadster’s in Saigon that long ago; as one knows the great
difference in a Saloon and a Roadster is batween 5 - 10 times in
value | am sure any knowledgable Tractionist will spot what | am
pointing but, for the unsuspecting the danger lies there

One person | am sure will take
issue over this will be Oliver de
Serres, he does own an 118 Coupe
{the same colour as my Light 15
Coupe) | know only 2 in existance,
one is In Sweden, yes as the artice
says “a rare car” but for me | am
much comvinced it is a copy

Frad Anneils

Ne\_/_\/ Area Reps

Local sections are still seeking local area representatives for the
‘Walsh Borders and the Scuth West Section. if any membaers in

these two aneas would like to take over as area contacts, please
contact the General Secretary, Pat De Felice on 020 8360 6837

New Members

A warm walcome 5 extended o all new members of the cub
1775 MR.). Rundell, London, SE5

1776 R.C. Gittins, Malton, N Yorks
1777 R.A Jones, Waorcester Park, Surrey
1778 JF Ingram, Hythe, Kent

1778 R. Shean, South Ockendon, Essex
1780 D. Long, Rochester, kKent

1781 8.0 Oliver, Yelvertoft, N. Hants
1782 &M, schofield, Cambridge

1783 5. Shinebroom, Loughtan, Essex
1784 C_ Kimball, Boston, US4

1785 ), Gatias, Bushey Heath, Heris

20 floatingpower coiobornowember 20037

FRENCHMAN'S TOOLS

Following on Alec Bilney's previous writings on the subject of
Frenchmen donating Traction tools; whilst spending a night in a
Hotel in Italy last month | remarked 1o the owner about
photographs behind reception of Stirling Moss and & Mini Cooper
which of course led us on to talk further about cars. It turned out
that he used to be a "garagiste” and drove a Fanhard at Le Mans
in the fifties. When | mentioned, as one does, that | had Citroén
Tractions at home he immediately became very animated and
insisted that we couldn’t leave the hotel until he had gone home
to get me "un cadeau” which turned out to be a Wilmonda front
brake drum pullert! Its cleared up nicely and will no doubt come
in useful. Don't know why we chose that particular hotel - God

Kenny Cocker

TONY STOKOE WRITES

Please find enclosed a black and white photo that my friend and
fellow SM owner Graham Lane gave to me. He tells me Rehana
fia took it at a wedding somewhere in Scotland - | don't know
who the people are, but they are friends of Rehana's, who, in
turn is a friend of Graham's!

DAVID BOYD WARNS

It anyone went home from the TOC Rally at Blenhaim minus the
boot lid of their car, then this shady character might just know
something about it

Fred Annells enjoying himself at Cford Raily
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Nov 9th-10th  International Classic Car Show

- NEC Birmingham
Moy 30th Christmas Dinner Dance & Cabaret

‘Bonsor Suite’ Walsall Stadium

Contact Steve Southgate on 0121 352 1100
Dec 1st AGM Quality Friendly Hotel - 20 Woherhamotan

Road West, Bentley, Walsall, W2 DB (M6 110)
Ted 01922 724444

2003

May 23rd - 26th 3rd Lakeland Rally
Contact im Rogers on 015324 733473
or Bob Cuppage on 01697 478301

June 20/21/22 TOC MNational Rally - Perth, Scotland
(note - corrected date)
Tha wieskena base will be at Parth Airport on
the AS94, 1 mile north east of Perth. This small
privately-operated airfield provides an ideal,
pleasant and scenic location for our needs with

n-sate facilities including, barfrestaurant,

function hall for dancelceilidn, rally field,
caravanfcamping and driving test area

Sky Lodge rooms at the airport are available at
a special rate of £15 for a single room and £28
for a double en suite room - early booking is
advised quoting Traction Cwners Club

Tel: Q1738 555700

ar e-mail: skylodge@perthairport sol.co.uk

The whole weekend will be centred at the
airport apart from the Saturday drive which wall
take i some of Perthshire's best scenery and
will inclede a distillery visit. The Sunday concours
will be hetd on the lawns of Glamis Castle,

We hope for @ good tumout and will be happy
1o provide more information if reguired

Kenny Cocker Telt 01827 650436

Emai kerd@hillfoot. fsrmal co.uk

200

Avigust 13th ICCCR at Interlaken in the beautiful

Bernese Oberland. www.icccr.org

2002/3 Subscrption

Have you paid your annual subscription?

Caollection by direct debit has now been terminated. 5o be sure
you have sent your cheques 1o cantinue your membership
Peter figgs, Membership Secretary

Sarm FHNdg

lan Eastwood sends details of other Tractions in need of TLC!

In my search for a Trachion Avant in France over the holidays,
| carme across two, 4 cylinder cars in a barn | cannot find out
much about them except that they are more or less complete
tinteriars shot!!) and are looking rather somy for themselves.

I managed to write down the VIN particulars for the maroon
cream and black one but not for the other
251765, EP 06768, 11 B, 1550

| have contact details - mare or fess, for the owner, | also found a
professionally restored 1954 11 for CEFOOO but | am keeping
that to myselt until | find out whether or not | can afford it!!

lan Eastwood rel: 0115 953 1875
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REPAIRS & RESTOFIATIOH
QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

TOC SPARES

Chris Treagust

98 Frst Avenue, Batchmere, Chichester,

West Sussex POZ0 TLO

Tel: 071243 511378 Email; chris treagust@tesco.net
TOC HELPLINE
Mick Holmes

Tel: 0870 012 2002

From abroad: G044 115 911 0960
TOC CLUB SHOP
. prfme seats at a Dhnﬂiﬂi : n . i Keith Feazey

| 320 seats. The venue is 1o e hosted a1 : i d 21 Paris Awvenoe, Westlands, Mewtastle-under-Lyme,
riew Walsall Stadium. Nearby, i s, | Staffordshire 5T5 2RQ

rodo o TOC ovents s on e chion e 10 00 e e
hosted an Sunday 1st O ' SALES, MAINTENANCE

AND RESTORATION

Classic Restorations, John Gillard

First Floor, 636 Old Kent Road, London SE15 1JE
Tel/Fax 0207 358 9968

Tickets for mmnmmmmm

Traction Renaissance Services, Dennis Ryland
Woodholme, Frithwood, Brownshill, Stroud GLE 84D
fel 01452 771011

SALES & MAINTENANCE
Imperial Cars, Steve Southgate

Oxford Street, Bilston, W14 8a4
Tel 01902 495758

STAINLESS STEEL BUMPERS
Jonathan Howard

Tel: 01608 643065 Fax: 01608 642973

RUBBER COMPONENTS
Mike Tennant
49 Haolhlywell Road, Mitcheldean, Gloucestershire GL17 0DL

TRANSMISSION
Roger Williams
3537 Wood Lane, Beverley, North Humberside HUTT 885
Tel: 01482 B63344 Fax: 01482 888619

Thf C L AS S [ C C l T RO E N email: rdrw@steam-car-dev karoo.co.uk
INTERIORS
l N S U RA N C E South Bound Motor Trimmers
Little Dean Yard, London Road, Stockbridge,
; Hampshire 5020 BEL
Tel: 01264 810080

INSURANCE
Heritage
Tel: 0121 246 6060

Ask about our U&w
Aotor Traders Pyy; oy

includes FRE h Track Day
surance, and can be extended to

Classic and Modern High Performance Vehicles
Agreed value on vehicles over 10 years old
Discount for Limited Mileage

Valuation not normally required www

Discount fﬂr |:|u|:| Memhgm Club website: www traction-owners.co.uk
Discount for Collections

Full UK and European, Breakdown and Recovery Service

Club chat: inside_trac@egroups.com

To sign up contact TOC Moderator Helen Brixton at;

diate cover is available by telephone. e
Kymediate cover it avaiable by teidphone mid-shires_tocBupaloft.co.uk

Classic Car Specialists established 1965
www.heritage-quote.co.uk

For a Free Quote

0121 246 6060

22! ﬂwﬁngp-u‘wqr
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| NOTICE CONCERNING ADVERTISING |
RATE CARD

Charges for adverfising in Floating Fower

TOC members achertising Tractiors or other
Citrodn related iterms: oo charge

Nen=members and traders daing the same, £12
pes issu. Ads such &5 holiday lets, £6 10 members,
£12 to non members per ssue. For display
achertiserments there & a sliding scale based an &
full page @E240, othes slzes @5 per sngle
column centimatre

Advertisarnents sre sccended in good it but no
EESSrHatas are rmade s [ e truth dr soiwacy
of the same fheaders shood shsfy themseies as to
the suitabiity of goods andior senvices offerad

NG recommendande oF any Qoods o Senwces shouid
be inferrad from thew inclusion heren. AN sodvermsss
e rermnded of the provaians of the Trade
Descrpions Act

Please send all adverts to the Editor (address an
page 3). Automatically included for two issues,
unless your instrict otherwise,

CARS FOR SALE

:\ﬂ" . . .-.'

RUIW"YMEI: :

MCTOE COMPAMY

1955 Citroen Light 15, 1 shed m metallic
Sherwood Green with Spruce Green connolly
hidie intersor viith English E-w door cappings
Restored to @ hegh stardar, excellent
througheut. £7,995. Tel 01753 644559
Emnal! astonsales@aol. com

11 B 19545 Big Boot Model, Pang buili, LHD
Fully 1axed, MOTed & [rsured for one year
£5,995 or VNO For mese detanls please contact
lacques Desfontaines Tal Q1747 871748 or
Mob 07802 583314 £ Jacquesdidesiontaines com
Citroén Light 15 (Slough Built) Good condition -
restored 12 years ago by Dennis Tyland €12,500
f{euro) or part exchange pre 1931 204 seajer
SporteTower or preswar OHC MG car or parts
Tod 053 29550 o Wesford, Ireland)

FOR SALE 1954 Traclion Avant Big 15
restored by Dennes and hartin Ryland, new
fioor, dood skins, a full respray, nowe a Bght
cream calour and adso generally maintamed by
hiem, Thoere i 3 sevice Fistony, plus onginal
papers from Mew Zealand, Unfortunately last
manth & wee Frenchman ran into the rear
affside. There's not 100 much damage, therefone
the price of £12,500. Fhane Brian Shepherd
020 8593 4355 fax 020 BEST 7954,

ar email duiwchdragan@hotmall com

1955 Slough Light 15, New unleaded engine,
. Wiliams gearbox, Drive shafis Just fitted new
shawa master cylinders and reline. New lzather
seats, fevared Boace metas respddy, Brooklands
wheel elc Forced sake due (o unrepairahle neck!
EB0OD. Tel: O @radley 071205 353163,

1950 Slough built ligght 15, The cae 5 ex South
Africa hence no ust. The engine and pantaork
have bath been renovated by Dennis Ryland, It has
unleaded cormersion stamless bumpers and eshaust
revared and refurbshed intence. £7,250 Tal
Slawart Gater on 01788 S1093 [ or OFF 1 447509

Citro#n Big Six 1954 2 B Litre Saloon, Siough
built, RHD. Beige ather intenior, Needs a kot of
TLE, Moveable but not running, Bequires a
complete gverhaul due o standing, mimimum
rust. Stored in garage for 35 years. Worksnop
manual supplied. £2,500 ono, Buyer coflects -
Eppang, Essex. Condact Mr Trower, Tel! 01992
307581

1952 Paris built Big 15 Small Boot. Covered
Just 300 ruls on anging tatally seouilt by labn
Gillard {bills of £2000+) New carburettos, cluich
and dynama. 12 valt electrics. Stainfess stes|
exhaust. Excellent intenor Strengthened flacepan
for Paris-Moscow rally. Onginal manuals Fngine
stand and two spare wheels incloded. £6,450
el 01276 BAIIE (eves)

Light 15, Slouwgh Built - RHD. This faithfu
French misire4s seexs good ome. Burgundy red
tedout wilh bige hning interios deep red leather
seats. Sun roof, heater. Rencwvated by Classic
Restorations in 1995, Garaged and well cared
foe Average milage drwven 2300 poa
Exceptionally good condition, many new pans
fitted, MOT & taved for 1 year, Heluctant sale.
Offer around £7,500. Tel: Chns Burke 01029
A25 544 or 071329 425867, Dorsst

19438 Citro#n Light 15, Pans buit left hand
drve restored about 12 years ago and 51l in
very good condition. MOT June 2003. Happily
completed a 1200 mile haliday in France last
year Insurance valuation £9,000. For sale at
£7.,000 ono. Taf Perer Ampld 020 8763 2402 or
Q7531 562508 (Surrey)

NOW FOR SALE! ONE OF THE BEST :- 1951
LH.[. 118 Mormale finished in Grey/Biack
Sstedl hub caps, eshaust & bumpers. Raoged
Williams rebuilt gearbox just fitied also new
rimgear, clutch & starter mator 12w electrics
ursleaded cylinder nead mod fication Trs car
wias competaly restored by Dernis Ryland in
1999, £12,000. Fleass comtact Dennis Kallend
el 0033 254 245 948 ar e-mad kally 361 70@aol com

Citrogn Light 15, Elack, Slough Built Tased &
MOCT £13,000 spent over 10 years. Not being
used needs a new home, £6,500. Tel 07971
BA0235 Rozs on Wye

Citroén Light 15 {Slough Built) 1949 Small Boot
Excallent condiion, shown at NEC 2000 £5,000.
Steve Thompson Tal 1964 533433 (day) or
Q1964 535287 (eves)

PARTS FOR SALE

Repair Manual - Citroén Frant Wneel Drve, 12
and 15 modeks, text and illustrations, 1938 o
1950, Exceilent £15 Citrogén Book in Franch -
Les Archives du Callectionawr covering 7, 11 and
15 models, 1934 to 1957 The book gives very
comprebensve and illustraed details of each
model. Fxcetent £15

Dave Almand Tel 01225 723701

For Sab: Tving Bracket 1o fit Crivoin 116 Normale
£30, Richard Hapdon Q1737 768 922 (Redhil)

For Sale: Totally ceignal Crtroen repair mantal
Irvaluanle onginal edition. Criginal Slough book
m English covering alf 1938 - 1950 Traction
Awvants. £4D (includes P&D). Please ralephane
Alan Senith 2117 924 9521

Parts for sale, part/most of a light 15/ big 15
ervgirue Tor sale. Fasr price at buyers discreton
Ben Osbome 4 Westwond, Shercross, EXG 8BRS
el 01626 890515

WANTED - a sel of Pllote Whesels withhwithout
tyres for 1938 Tractian (French buill) Legere,
M Cooper 01932 867 245 or QT389 750336

WANTED - a set of chiomed over-ngers ta fit
the design af bumper pictured on SPG 321 i
the April'may Floating Powsr |en page 13|
MAusT be o AT condition ta match bumpers
FPhane dAngrew Roloh on 01293 774408

or Emal andrew horolph@btintemsr com

Help? | need to get my 52 Avant in goad
snape, wad worgmng OK when imported from
France in 1597 (sexed brakes and in need of
owerhaul now). ANYBODY BF THE MAESTRD (a1
E8 per howr-} WHILF THE AFFRENTICF hoids the
spanner and learns? Email jfuguo@bicick.com
phone 02380 26! 628 garaged car in Chanaiers
Fard - Junct 1.2 M2

Miscellaneous

Visiting BARBADOS? - Don't miss The
MMALLALIEL RDTOR COLLECTION at Pavilion
Court m Hastings. You will see.a famous Big 15
and many ather inlesesting cars. TOC miembers
particularly welcome. Tal 246 426 4640 1o be
SUME we arg apen Token charge of 3500 (U5 1%

WANTED for club Archives - Fre "57 Citroen
Technical and Hetancal informatian far Traction
Avant and earlier AWD models, Manuals,
brachures, photographs, newspaper cuttings
magazine arixcles, drawengs, anything useful
especially leng lorgotien Englrh language ems
| am ot asking you te gve valuable items from
yoir collections, just simply to make them
avallable for copying ar scanning by arrangement
Please give me a call or Email if you can
cantribute. O if you are lcoking lar amything in
particular, |F. Has anyone got any Kegresse
caterpilias repair mformation??

Contact Frank Grant Tel: 13397 422 72

or g-mall frank-grant@iineans. net

DIFFICULT STARTING AFTER
STANDING OR WHEN HOT?

0870 012 2002
from alroad

0044 116 911 C860

ermal; toc.hep@ntiwerd com
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