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Welcome

The TOC welcomes the following new members:

1958
1959
1960
1961
1662
1963

A Nye, Witham, Essex

G Rozwadowski, Shamley Green, Surrey
D Sargant, Rochford, Essex

B Cook, Seer Green, Buckinghamshire

G Everitt, Sennen, Cornwall

N Pay, Little Hadham, Hertfordshire

Happy Birthday

Continuing our series of acknowledging the ‘birthdays’ of Siough-
built Tractions owned by members of the Club we send best wishes
to the following cars built during March or April.

Registration No Model Build Date

JBL 889 Light 15 Monday 02 March 53
JBL 336 Light 15 Wednesday 04 March 53
903 FUF Light 15 Monday 66 March 50
MYER 3570 (India) Light 15 Tuesday 06 March 51
SPA 172 Light 15 Friday 07 March 52

DJD 506 Light 15 Tuesday 08 March 49
OXA 813 Light 15 Monday 08 March 54
GWJ 293 Light 15 Roadster Thursday 09 March 39
EJA 647 Light 15 Friday 9 March 51

NTR 661 Light 15 Wednesday 14 March 51
FCV 61 Light 12 Wednesday 15 March 39
TSU 220 15-Six Wednesday 16 March 49
TBH 643 Light 15 Monday 16 March 53
728 BBE Light 15 Tuesday 17 March 53
FSL 654 Light 15 Thursday 18 March 48
FOF 898 Light 15 Roadster Tuesday 21 March 39
YSV 32 Light 15 Monday 23 March 53
WSU 556 Light 15 Wednesday 28 March 51
NCD 226 Light 15 Friday 28 March 52
OKX 445 Light 15 Thursday 29 March 51
ROL 359 Light 15 Wednesday 30 March 55
WSL 238 Light 15 Wednesday 02 April 52
LFJ 971 Light 15 Wednesday 04 April 51
RB 361 Big 15 Wednesday 07 April 54
RB 364 Big 15 Wednesday 07 April 54
LTA 62 Light 15 Friday 08 Aprit 49

NXX 731 Light 15 Wednesday 08 April 53
VPD 897 Light 15 Friday 09 Aprii 04

LLC 26 Light 15 Tuesday 11 April 50
MYW 86 Light 15 Thursday 12 Aprii 51
WG 477 15-Six D Tuesday 17 April 51

555 UXB Big 15 Friday 17 April 53

LWS 281 Big 15 Tuesday 20 April 54

FVJ 185 Light 15 Friday 23 April 48

SVT 162 Light 15 Diesel Thursday 23 April 53
5373 H Light 15 Thursday 23 April 53
A-67526 (Norway) Light 15 Thursday 28 April 49
CCN 16914 (SA) Light 15 Wednesday 28 April 54
G 1796 (Bermuda) Big 15 Wednesday 28 April 54
KVS 864 Light 15 Tuesday 29 April 52
RPO 346 Light 15 Wednesday 29 April 53
NYM 200 Light 15 Thursday 30 Aprit 53
Star rated

As a reward for reducing the cost of producing and distributing
Floating Power the TOC committee has agreed to allow the editor to
award small prizes to TOC members submitting the best article

published in the TOCletters and TCCrestorations sections of future
editions of the magazine.

The prizes wili take the form of vouchers redeemabile at either the
Club shop or Club spares valued at £20 for the ‘best’ restoration
story and £5 for the ‘best’ ietter.

‘Best’ is clearly a subjective term and for the purposes of awarding
prizes in Floating Power means the articles which the editor likes
best and thinks will appeal to the most TCC members - and of
course being the editor’s choice, the decision is final.

So, read the winning entries for March/April 2007 on pages 9 and 17,
then put pen to paper and write the winning article/letter for the next
edition.

2008 TOC calendar

Regular readers may recall that in the January/February editorial it
was mentioned that the design and production changes to Floating
Power would mean that the TGC can provide a 2008 calendar for all
Club members.

The idea for the calendar came about because, as a resuit of
shortage of space, Traction photographs sent into the magazine are
rarely able to be printed in their fuli glory.

The editor therefcre requested from the TOC committee permission
to produce.a 2008 calendar which will feature the best twelve
Traction photographs received from TOC members between now
and the end of October 2007.

The calendar, like Floating Power itself, will be an A4 (when closed)
black & white production on high quality gloss paper which it is
planned wiil be distributed with Floating Power in December.

Opened, the calendar will have two A4 portrait pages for each month
- joined with a spiral spring - so that it can hang flat on the wall. The
top page of the calendar will a full A4-sized Traction photograph for
you to admire and the second page will have the calendar for the
month (hopefully pre-populated with the key TOC dates for 2008)
plus a smaller calendar for the preceding and foliowing months.

A sample calendar has already been produced for the printers and
printing is arranged - so all that is necessary now is for you to submit
your best Traction photographs to the editor.

Unlike ‘star prizes’ the decision on which photegraphs wili be
inciuded in the calendar will not be made solely by the editor, but by
a sub-committee of the main TOC committee which will meet in
November to select the photographs for the calendar.

The rules for submitting a photograph for judging are very simple:

e Photographs must feature Tractions

® Photcgraphs must have been taken by a TOC member or a
family member/friend

¢ Submission of a photograph to the competition automatically
transfers copyright ownership to the TOC

& The selection panel’s decision is final.

Digital photographs, submitted on CD, or as high resolution JPEG
attachments to an email, are preferred but the editor will consider
any photographic medium submitted.

TOC annual Rally

Planning for the annual Rally, which this year will be held from Friday
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Dear Webmaster

Re: the recent removal of the For Sale/
Wanted & Tech Talk Notice Boards

Who took this decision? TOC members
weren't asked. How could it have had high
maintenance costs? Surely all those
photo’'s from the AGM must have been
higher maintenance and do not have much
relevance for the majority of members.

Why repeat the For Sale and wanted
section from the magazine or is that soon
to be stopped? | am a member of
the Yahoo Traction Avant Group (TA-L),
but ceased to use it about 11 months ago
due to it being dominated by the American
members and there inane, irrelevant
conversation.

Could you please publish this email in the
magazine.

Regards

(possibly to soon become an ex member of
the TOC - for the 2nd time | might add).

[Dennis - the decision to clcse the
message board was taken by myself,
following discussion with the TOC
Chairman regarding the costs and benefits,
based upon the following:

¢ The message board wused an
unsuppoited version of a “free"
message board

¢ There had been a corruption of the
pointers within the software which
prevented any postings or new
members

e "Rolling back" to a backup of the
database did not resolve the corruption

¢ | spent a significant amount of time
investigating the probiem and couidn't
fix it

& The volume of activity on both notice
boards was, | felt, so low from members
that the effort required to investigate
and install a replacement solution was
not warranted by historical use.

s The majority of posts are for technical
information - TA-L gives a "wider" forum
- (450 + members - worldwide)

¢ For Sale/Wanted can be posted to
"Inside_Trac" (56 members all TOC).

Replication of the For Sale/Wanted section
of the magazine is intended to give non-
TOC visitors to the site a ‘taster’ of some of
the magazine content to encourage them
to join the club and also to provide TOC
members advertising in the magazine with
a wider potential audience for their adverts.

| do hope that you do not become an ex
member of the TOC.... however if you feel

that my actions warrant this then I'm sorry.

Mick Popka
TCC Webmaster]

********************

Hi John

| now have my copy of the latest issue of
Floating Power - like | have always said,
“you gets what you pays for!” Hope
everyone is content with it.

Kichard Aooley

[Richard may not consider the design of
Floating Power to be up to the previous
standard but members might like to know
that the TOC is saving £900 per edition
because the design is now being done by
me - free of charge.

Cheers

Members might aiso like to know that some
of the changes - such as the revisions to
page 2 for instance - were required
because the previous designers claimed
the designs belonged to them and not to
the TOC. Ed]

********************

Dear John

First off congratulations for having
produced a first class magazine. At times
FP has been something of an exercise in
design & style - somewhat fo the detriment
of punctuality, content and ultimate
usefulness - while at the same time
increasing cost. Your first magazine does
what it says on the tin. Well done!

Yours sincerely

szm athon ?ft;umn{

[Jonathon - thank you very much for your
viewpoint as another ex-editor.

Receiving your letter meant a lot to me
because | know that, having done it, you
appreciate exactly what is involved in
producing an edition of Floating FPower. Ed]

Dear Sir

No, No, No, No.

Well | received my January/February copy
of F.P. today and purely by chance it did

not end up in the re-cycle bag.

Most items which arrive festooned in plastic
are ¢$*p and go out, without being opened.

| realise R.Mail prices have increased, but
my worst fears were realised with this

delivery. T.O.C. have taken an easy way
out.

There are now 'numerous’ firms who collect
and collate 'bulk postings' for onward
movement to R.Mail to deliver. And then |
read you are increasing membership
because [one reason] of the increase in
postal costs.

As an ex Royal Mail employee [Training
Officer] | can also tell you that instructions
to employees re. 'FLATS' in envelopes was
NOT, unless absolutely necessary, bend
them to deliver. Plastic anything goes as it
is usually c$*p.

Then on opening my F.P. oh dear what has
happened? Terrible, disjointed muddied
etc.

If I wish to borrow T.O.C. tools, and my
nearest were not available, | could look at
the map, inside front cover, and find the
next nearest to home, without having to go
down YOUR list.

Whilst | read you are 'going’ to change
some things please do have an alternative
before you do so. Likewise the list of
Repairers and Restorers. If it is not broken
B***** well leave it alone.

Now the, what appears to be, underhand
way in which advertised, or in this case,
pre-advertised goods, were bought by the
club. The article, page 9, reads that Steve
Reed says that the club approached the
vendor prior to the goods being advertised
in F.P.

This, reading between the lines, tells ms
that the 'Club’ used inside information of
goods 'to be advertised’ to purchase them
from the vendor. In 'THE CITY' this is
classed as insider trading, and [in the city]
is illegal.

Then having bought the goods, the club,
deny Richard Carlin the chance to
purchase goods the original vendor was
offering for sale by saying they were not for

The club has got its deserves in the new
chairman in the arrogant, conceited form of
Bernie Shaw. {MY opinion only, to which |
am entitled.}

it will be interesting to see how the
membership figures hold up in 2007/2008.

Mr X, (Brusque true Yorkshireman, who
now even more so thinks that the T.O.C. is
eliteist)

name withheld at request of the writer
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TOCtech forum

The information given in this section represents the opinions and advice given by each contributing
author. Neither the TOC, nor its officers and members, accept liability for any error, omissions or

inaccuracies that it may contain,

John Ogborne

4 Whitegates

Bath Road

Wells

Somerset BAS 3LP

01749 675312
johnogbome@btinternet.com
toctech@btinternet.com

This is getting to be a habit but | must start once more with an
apology. The e-mail address for technical articies was incorrect —
my fault entirely and nothing to do with John Barnes, our new editor.
The correct address is toctech@btinternet.com (i.e. no *h” after
“toc”); apologies to all of you who have been desperately trying to
send technical articles to me — | shall expect a flood of them as
soon as this drops on your doorsteps.

I was lcoking for inspiration for this issue and locked back at earlier
issues of Floating Power to see whether there are any topics that
have not been covered, or cnly covered briefly. Cne subject that is
in short supply is paintwork.

There have been several good articles - although not recent ones -
on bodywork repairs which, for those of you with the technical CD or
a complete collection of magazines are easily found, but nothing on
the art of painting.

My efforts at spraying have never been particularly successful with
problems including “runs”, “orange peel”, choosing the correct paint
(celiulose or two-pack), where to get the paint, matching and
blending with existing paintwork — my car is a testament to my

failures.

We must have a member somewhere who is willing to share at least
a few trade secrets to help with minor repair work. Is there
reasonably priced equipment around that wouid help? Back in the
dim, distant past | seem to remember using a spray gun that was
driven by an aeroso! pack and which could be filled with paint of the
right colour. | am sure that an article on this subject would be
welcomed by many members.

Clutch Thrust Bearings

Mike Tennant draws on his extensive experience to give us
some thoughts and cobservations on that vital but rather
inaccessible component, the clutch thrust bearing.

Back in the mists of time someone was asked to design a cluich
thrust bearing for the Traction Avant. Being a bright sort of chap he
looked around to see what was available and found a Citroén inner
front wheel bearing (Citroén part number 8809: 35-72-17). He
reduced the outer race by 3mm on one side only and the inner race
by the same amount but on the opposite side thus giving an offset
bearing. This became Citroén part number 883971 but retaining the
same dimensions of 35-72-17.

Now let's look at the thrust bearing housing. Cn top you will find a
square well with a drain hole. Look down the bore of the housing
and you will see a spiral groove around which the oil flows to
iubricate the housing as the clutch is operated. Always oil the thrust
bearing (through the oil cup on the top of the gearbox casing) with
the car facing uphill s¢ that the oil will flow into the groove of the
hearing where the balls run. If there are score marks on the thrust
washer that the clutch fingers press on, this will indicate that the
bearing has seized and that the bearing is turning in the housing. If
you subsequently fit a new bearing in this old housing it will just

drop in and be a loose fit and continue to turn in the housing.

To overcome this problem, tap out the three rivet holes that hoid the
dust cover in place to 3mm. Obtain some 3mm x 8mm slotted
cheese head set boits and screw these in to lock the outer race of
the bearing into the housing. In over 40 years of driving Tractions 1
have never had a thrust bearing fail —~ just think how many times it
turns compared to a front wheel bearing (anyone cut there with a
calculator and some creative thinking? Ed.) Finally, poke a flexible
wire down through the oil cup to ensure that the pipe is clear.

Slough Wiper Problem

Mike may not have had a clutch thrust bearing fail in 40 years
but he hasn’t been so lucky with his wiper motor. The good
news is that he has found the reason and is happy to share his
findings with us.

The other day my wiper motor stopped working — funny how this
never happens on a nice sunny day but only when it's raining!

Flease note that this only applies to Slough cars with a 5-connector
regulator box mounted on the huil with a unit containing two fuses
below it. At the top of the right hand fuse, where the harness goes
to the grub screw, there is a solid wire link connecting to the next
harness screw down on the right hand side. This is not easy to see
but mine had corroded badly and stopped the wiper motor from
working. It tock me ages to find it!

Causes of Overheating

In response to the letter from Brian Folland in the November/
December issue, David Boyd suggests some possible causes
of overheating.

Brian's problems follow a familiar pattern whereby the problem
continues fo exist even after a new radiator and water pump have
been fitted. Brian's 11BL, having a smalier radiator than the 118
will be more prone to overheating but, even so, Tractions were
designed to cope with extreme temperatures.

| suggest he locks at the foliowing:

® |s the ignition timing correct? Retarded engines may tick over
very nicely but they certainly run hot cn a long journey.

e Is the cylinder head clogged up inside with years of rust and
rubbish? Remove the rocker shaft, remcve all core plugs (a
new set is avaiiable from club spares) and thoroughly clean out
inside. Take out whatever remains of the water tubes and do
not bother to replace them; refit new core plugs.

Having done this there should be a dramatic improvement in water
flow and, in fact, my roadster (Light15 Cabriolet) ran for three weeks
in the Scuth of France last summer in high temperatures with no
problems at all. All our wedding cars have to have their radiator
blinds fitted until June each year to keep the water temperature upt
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Section Co-ordinators

Eastern Tony Latchford

Essex, CM3 5FG

W‘YKL
Ireland \ﬁ Norman Moore

Lakes & Border Bob Cuppage

CA7 8HB
London \\ﬂ Peter Simper
Mid-shires
Northern \~ Stan Platts 2BH
. Bev & John
Peak \\« Oates 5FP
Scotiand \ Kenny Cocker

South Midlands Simon Saint

\\~ Walford Bruen

South West EX11 1SD
Surrey, "
Hampshire & \‘”\0 Steve Reed

Sussex borders
Weish borders

West of England \ Lir;:fe?& Jane

Rest of the world Robin Dyke

Peak news

On February 11 members met at the Royal Oak in Tansley (our
local) for a lovely 3 course Sunday iunch. Luckily the snow had
cleared so everyone was able to get there (but no Tractions!).

April - We are delaying our April meeting until Sunday 22nd so
we can participate in the FBHVC "Drive It Day”. We are planning
a scenic drive around Derbyshire Dales - with, of course, a pub
included. The plan so far is to meet at the big lay-by on the AG -
just north of Ambergate - at 11.00 but please email me nearer
the time as this might well change!

June - we will be taking part in the High Peak Historic Vehicle
Club 26th Run starting & ending in Buxton. The entry fee is £10
and entries must be in by 22nd May.

August - no meeting as this clashes with the TOC Annual Ralty.
For more infermation on any of the above please email or call us.

Bev & o Qeetes

PS. Congratulations, John & Barb, on a first great Floating Power
- well done.

2 Inchbonnie Road, South Woodham Ferrers,
69 Killane Road, Limavady, County Londonderry,
Northern lreland, BT49 0DT

Branthwaite House, Caldbeck, Wigton, Carlisie

215 Whitton Road, Twickenham, TW2 7QZ

1a Mooriands Road, Birkenshaw, Bradford, BD11

55 The Knoll, Tansley, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4

Hillfoot Cottage, Collace, Perth, PH2 6JB

Snigs End, Danes Green, North Claines,
Worcestershire, WR3 7RU

Wintersland, Southerton, Ottery St Mary, Devon,

No 1 Terwick Cottage, Rogate, Nr Petersfield,
Hampshire. GU31 5EG

7 The Normans, Bathampton, Bath, BA2 6TD

18 Henfield View, Warborough, Oxon. OX10 7DB

Tel: 01245 328 009

Tel: 028 7776 3755

Tel : 01697 478301

Tel: 020 8891 1093

New Area representative required. Please contact Tel: 01933 274382
Bernie Shaw for details of what’s involved

Email: bernie-pearl@linecne.net

Tel: 01274 683848

Tel: 01629 582154
email: peak.toc@virgin.net

Tel: 01821 650436
email:ken@hillfoot.fsnet.co.uk

Tel: 01905 454 961 email:
janeandsimonsaint@hotmail.com

Tel: 01395 568909 email:
kembru@btinternet.com

Tel: 01730 821792. For details of
section events and regular meetings
please contact Helen or John on 020
8330 7216 (open all hours)

%

New Area representative required. Please contact Tel: 01933 274382
Bernie Shaw for details of what's involved.

Email: bernie-peari@lineone.net

Tel: 01225 466 939 email:
mrsjane.bear@toucansurf.com

Tel: 0044 1865 858555 or email
johnrobindyke@btinternet.com

Scottish news

As we hopefully see the last of the snow we are looking forward
to a large turnout on 22 April 2007 for "National Drive it Day"”

Hugh Macrae has arranged a venue within 20 miles of Perth (still
his secret) where everyone can meet up for lunch. This will
provide an cpportunity for everyone to catch up on the Scottish
Traction Scenet

Hugh has suggested that it shouid take the form of a "swap
meet® so if anyone has any superfluous Traction parts,
accessories etc bring them along for all to peruse. This will also
provide a talking point no doubt.

We are hoping to contact as many Scottish members as we have
addresses or email contact for so if you are reading this and
haven't heard directly please let us know.

We are aiso in the process of inviting non-TOC traction owners
along in the hope of enticing some of them into the "body o' the
Kirk". Anyone whe happens tc be in the area at that time -
perhaps holidaying in Scotland - will of course also be more than
welcome to join us.
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