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The information given in this section represents the opinions and advice given by each contributing
author. Neither the TOC, nor its officers and members, accept liability for any error, omissions or

inaccuracies that it may contain.
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Flood Warning!

Neel Davidson from Carlisle shares his experiences of driving
through floods in the Lake District. A serious consequence
was that he and Graham Handley missed their pints at The Oid
Crown.

I had my first acquaintance with the Traction Avant at the tender
age of 10 years. My uncle had taken the Citrcén Agency in 1947
and that Christmas he arrived at my Grandfather’'s farm with a new
demonstrator Citroen Light 15. Biack with red leather trim - the new
car smell - the low body style - the number CHH 8948 - you
remember silly things at 10 years oid.

From that day in 1947 to the present | have always been passionate
about the Citroén Traction Avant which is probably why, when | was
offered a Light 15 sixteen years ago, | jumped at the chance.

There was no learning curve - just déja vu - and, as | discovered
subsequent to the purchase, despite the Slough number plate it was
actually a local Carlisle car that, as a teenager, | had coilected new
from Citroen and driven back to Carlisle. But that's another story.

The reason | have put pen to paper is to highlight 2 weakness in the
transmission of the Traction Avant.

The Avant's Achilles heels are the bits between the flywheel and
starting handle dog i.e. the gearbox and differential. The bottom
half of the flywheel and clutch pressure plate assembly is open to
the wilds apart from a tin plate that protects it from stones and grit
etc... This tin plate is not waterproof!

Early last December Graham Handley and | decided we would
motor around Ullswater, ending up at The Old Crown in Hesket
Newmarket - Prince Charles’ watering hole (name dropping) - but
unfortunately we never got within 30 miles of the pub.

For the two days and nights immediately prior to cur cuting the rain
had been coming down like stair-rods and as we approached
Ullswater from Penrith we found the road awash to a depth of an
inch or so with water running off the fieids. Whilst this was not a
problem - initially - the water running across the road got deeper as
we got closer to Ullswater to the point where we felt it would be
imprudent to continue driving through the Lakeland passes due to
the real risk of brake fade from flooded drums.

We therefore decided to return to Penrith but by now the road was
flooded much deeper - to a depth of nine inches in places.

At one point my exhaust pipe was submerged and burbling away
quite merrily so to overcome water ingress into the tailpipe it was
necessary to siip the clutch and increase the engine revs to blow
out the water.

Unfortunately this resulted in water entering the clutch pressure
plate assembly, severe clutch slip and, as centrifugal force spun out
the water, an almighty bang as the cluich took up the drive.

This happened perhaps seven or eight times as we retraced our
steps along the flooded road towards Penrith and the grab was so
severe at times that it caused the front of the car to rear up .

As we arrived at a roundabout entering Penrith the clutch slipped
again, took up the drive with the now familiar 'bang' and, as the
drive engaged, a rather ominous grow! and whine began in the
transmission.

| diagnosed the growl as the differential - either the pinion bearing
or the crown wheei side bearings had collapsed. Whichever, it was
going to make the National Debt look like the Sunday schcol
collection.

Back home - engine out, gearbox split off, gearbox and diff removed
and "Lo" | was dead right. Both diff side bearings were shot,
allowing oil to ieak out onto the drive shafts and worse, water into
the diff and:gearbox.

As | do not have the expertise or the tools required to set up he diff |
transferred the gearbox/diff unit into the experi hands of Beverley's
Ryder Cup contender - the bold Roger Williams. | have great faith
in RW - there are engineers who are made and engineers who are
born - and RW is definitely in the latter category.

The lesson of this Epistle to the Corinthians is that the Traction
Avant will not accept constant deep water of nine to twelve inches.
One dousing it will cope with - but constant progress through water
seven to eight inches deep is its nemesis.

The disaster could not have been worse.

The aluminium diff bearing caps were fractured and the crown
wheel pinion nut had shaken loose, losing all the mesh settings.
Furthermore, we were deprived of the various keg beers at The Cid
Crown pub, namely Doris 90, Skiddaw and Helvelyn (to name but a
few). Even worse, we missed the magnificent Cumberiand
Sausage and Mash which was unforgivable!! Andre Citroén - that's
another fine mess you've gotten me into!

Finally, as a word of warning, if you find yourself considering
negotiating floods of a greater depth than 3 inches, DON'T. Having
served my apprenticeship on Traction Avants in the early 50's |
should have known betterlt

Fuel Feed Pipe Problems

Brian Follain from Jersey found that lack of power from his
1938 Legere was due to fuel feed probiems. He describes the
process of diagnosis and cure. (Brian: | have included a
diagram from the spares catalogue that will help readers
understand the fuel tank arrangement.)

For a couple of years | have experienced a problem whereby the
fuef would drain from the carburettor over a period of 2 or 3 days, so
much so that | would have to remove the air cleaner to pour a little
petrol directly into the carburettor because my 6 volt system did not
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e" Citromobile 2007 Veemarkthallen, Utrecht, Netherlands
. MotorMart Autojumble is the younger brother of the Beaulieu international
12t _ 13 2ef“."e“b“|"°t°rmart Autojumble. 2007 will be the 13th event with close to 1000 stands. Details at
utojumble www.beaulieu.co.uk
th st . TOC tour to Gibraltar. Contact James Yeats on 0208 401 6190 or
13- Gibraltar Y Espana iim.veates@gocglemail.com
For all types of classic vehicle including Bicycles, Mopeds, Motorcycles,
§ Wallingford Classic Vehicle Cars, Commercials and Military. Also Automobilia, Trade and Charity stalls.
< 20th Rall a%‘ d Parade Club displays available. Display ring and spot prizes. All profits to local
y charities. Info from www.wallingfordcarrally.org.uk or Geoff Wooldridge
07976 556338.
26ih_o7th The Celebration of the La Vie en Bleu, Prescott. Contact Simon Saint on 01905 454 961 or
French Automobile Terence McAulay on 01225 466 939 for details of TOC plans
th th " . Enfield showground, Middiesex (off the A10) Historic and classic cars, stalls
267 -28" | Enfield Pageant of Motoring | " i imble. Further info from: 020 8367 1898
rd . Contact Jochn or Bev Oates - TOC Peak Section NB final date for
3 High Peak Run entries is 22nd May
Little Horwood in Buckinghamshire (about 10 miles from Milton Keynes)
g _ 10" DS Annual Rally Organised by the Citroen Car Club, the Annual DS Rally is expected to be
attended by about 80-90 DS's |
Classic boats, vehicles ~ including a display of H vans, hot air balioons and
9" - 10" | Evesham Car Festival live music. Contact Simen Saint on 01905 454 961 or David Wiliiams on
07702 286 628 for details.
15" June Brooklands Museum 100" anniversary celebrations of the famous Brooklands race track. 7"/8"
e | to15™ July | Centenary Events of July. Details at www.brookiands. museum.com
c
3
®
221 _ pgth Goodwood Festival of Goodwood House. The 15th time of this poputar international motor sport
Speed event. Advance beooking required. Details at www.goodwood.co.uk
241" Bromley Pageant of Norman Park, Bromley. The Worlds Biggest One-Day Car Show attracts
Motoring more than 1600 cars. Details at www.bromieypageant.co.uk
Inter-club picnic for Citroéns in Saint-Bénin near Le Cateau, just east of
th I Arras and Cambrai (approx 105 miles from Calais). Contact Emile
24 Inter club Picnic Gossart (who is alsc organising the 70 Years of 15-Six in 2008) at
les70ansdela15@hotmait.fr
6 - ogh Kosak 2007 Rally to Prague, Full details of the routes, costs, and options can be found on www.globe-
< Moscow and St Petersburg driver.fr. You can even hire a Traction if you don't want to take your own.
c
<
th_ 4 zth . Organised by the Club des Tractions Avant de Bretagne. Contact Martin
137-15 Brittany Tour Nicholson at vicmarnic@wanadoo.fr to register for more information.
3.5 TOC Annual Rally TOC 2007 annual rally at Farnham, Surrey. For full details see pages 26/27.
Rural Life Centre, Tilford, Farnham, Surry. Camping (basic) £2. Saturday
th 1 | Annual citroen GS/GSA & free entry, convoy run to local pub for lunch and evening entertainment. Sun-
117-12
Ami Rally day £6 per car. Details from Chris Salter email: simcauk@yahoo.co.uk, tel:
01252 697047 or 07834 620315
:g The Norway Ciub have invited TOC members to join them at their 2007 rally
@ th th . in Sandefjord, which is situated at the west side of the beautiful Oslo fjord.
i 247-26 Sandefjord Rally Traction rides available for TOC members flying across to take part. Full
details from Robin Dyke email johnrobindvke@btinternet.com
Goodwood House. The Revival celebrates the halcyon days of motor racing
345t pnd as it used to be in its heyday up to 1966, with all of the accompanying specta-
Sept Goodwood Revival cle and glamour of the era and competitors and spectators alike dressed in
ep period fashions. Advance booking required see www.goodwood.co.uk for
details.
24 Floating Power The official magazine of the Traction Owners Club May/June 2007




. th
15t — pnd CCC.: Midland ~ H van 60 Stratford Race Course.
anniversary event
Beauiieu. The International Autojumbie is the biggest outdocr sale of
7 . . motoring items for European cars and motorcycles this side of the Atlantic
2 gh_g" ie?ou_lli:lblrternatlonal with up to 2000 stands selling every conceivable item connected with
3 utoju e motoring and motorcycling.  Details  from  www.beaulieu.co.uk/
g_ motormuseuny/events.
®
th th The 3" TOC tour to Normandy — again being organised by Pete & Sue
147 -17 Normandy Tour Simper and Martin & Vicki Nicholson. For detaiis contact Pete cr Martin.
22" - 23" | CCC event Blenheim Palace
9 To celebrate this anniversary there will be a grand « Féte de la Propulsion »
12 th oth . at the famous Montlhéry Circuit. The event will be open to Citroéns from
% 6"-7 73 Years of the Rosalie 1919 to 1938. Further details from Jean-Frangois Soyez, Automobile Club
= André Citroén, Tel: 00 33 1 30 93 97 34, Email: ffsoyez@wanadeo.fr ]
NEC, Birmingham. As usual TOC will have a stand at this event. The theme
g gih _ 4t Classic Motor Show for this year is planned to be the famous Moulin Rouge. Show details at
< www.classiccarshow.co.uk
3
g 25" TOC AGM For full details please see page 28
seoieis R 2228t
February | Retromobile Paris Expo—for more information see www.retromobile.fr
July Brittany Tour TBA
15’(h _ 17th th
August 14" ICCCR, Rome, Italy For more information see main website: www.icccr2008.it
th_ aaqst . 7Cth anniversary event for the 15-Six at Fort de Seclin near Lille (77 miles
29A 31 Z:;hénsqwersary event for from Calais). Further details from Robin Dyke email:
ugus -ox johnrobindyke@btinternet.com
TBA TOC Annual Rally TBA
TBA TOC AGM TBA
TR
10" — 13" 75" Anniversary event for the Traction Avant in Arras, Northern France.
July 75 HEURES POUR 75 ANS Details to follow

if you are aware of events not listed here that might be of interest to cther TOC members please contact the editor with details.
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