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.....judged with the owner having a choice of opting out.

® Plans are proceeding for the 75 year anniversary
celebrations in 2009 and the proposed ICCCR in York in
2012.

® The web site is thriving with around 2,500 visits/month.

® A review of club tools is taking place with particular attention

to any worn or broken tocls, to their location and ease of
availability to members.

® Membership is, as at August 19™ running at 574 with 35
members still to pay their subscriptions for 2007-8.

® Photographs have been received for the calendar and, after
selection of the best entries, will be printed and issued
towards the year end.

® Plans are in hand for the stand at the NEC Classic Car Show
in November.

@ Pians for the AGM weekend were discussed.

e Advance nominaticns for next year's committee were

received and the chairman emphasised that we need
nominations for new committee members and not always rely
cn the same group of stalwarts.

® The spares faciiity under Chris Treagust is doing a roaring
trade with £16,500 of sales during this financial year.

Happy Birthday

Concluding our series of acknowiedging the probabie ‘birthdays’ of
Slough-built Tracticns owned by TCC members the following cars
were buiit during September or October.

Registration No Model Probable Build Date
NPP 945 Light 15 Friday 1 Sept 1850
UPB 33 Light 15 Tuesday 1 Sept 1953
LLM 85 Light 15 Thursday 2 Sept 1948
MJ-41484 (Denmark) Light 15 Friday 2 Sept 1955
YVF 654 A (JJF 6) Big 15 Thursday 4 Sept 1952
BSK 311 Light 15 Wednesday 6 Sept 1948
395 UXK (RPC 772) Light 15 Thursday 6 Sept 1951
GCB 58 Light 15 Tuesday 6 Sept 1955
HNT 968 Light 15 Friday 7 Sept 1851
HFS §72 Light 15 Mcnday 12 Sept 1949
LTC 585 Light 15 Monday 12 Sept 1949
51 D1 (ireland) Light 15 Wednesday 12 Sept 1951
SPG 321 Light 15 Friday 12 Sept 1952
XMX 763 Light 15 Friday 14 Sept 1951
53 CYL Big 15 Tuesday 15 Sept 15853
OCV 539 (Saudi Arabia) Light 15 Monday 17 Sept 1951
YUL 462 Light 15 Wednesday 17 Sept 1952
EWH 882 Light 15 Wednesday 19 Sept 1951
MLC 219 Light 15 Tuesday 20 Sept 1951
ULX 64 Light 15 Wednesday 27 Sept 1850
V 188 MAN (ioM) Light 15 Friday 25 Sept 1950
YMG 294 Light 15 Tuesday 30 Sept 1952
DKL 453 (N2) Light 15 Friday 2 Cct 1953
EJG 79 Light 15 Monday 3 Oct 1949
BJ 3920 (USA) Light 15 Monday 4 Oct 1954
UTF 750 Big 15 Tuesday 5 Oct 1954

KYO 745 Light 15 Friday 7 Oct 1949

FAY 627 Light 15 Friday 8 Oct 1948

RRE 886 Light 15 Friday 8 Oct 1948

496 EME Light 15 Tuesday 12 Cct 195454

OYM 103 (DSG 269) Light 15 Friday 13 Oct 1950

JPC 490 (Belgium) Big 15 Rdster Monday 16 Cct 1939

GBH 438 Light 15 Thursday 19 Oct 1939

WYF 84 Light 15 Thursday 21 Oct 1854

342 YHN (CSK 387) Light 15 Wednesday 22 Oct 1952

AX 7043 Light 15 Thursday 23 Cct 1947

BHC 502 Light 15 Thursday 23 Cct 1952

HED 421 Light 15 Wednesday 24 Cct 1951

JUH 105 Light 15 Wednesday 24 Oct 1951

AST 496 Light 12 Wednesday 25 Oct 1935

FYX 904 Light 12 Fricay 27 Oct 1939

OLT-015 (Australia) Light 15 Friday 27 Oct 1939
FBHVC News

Number Plates

A new consuitation on proposals to tighten up reguiations on the
supply of number plates was published at the beginning of July and
is being studied. This will provide FBHVC with another opportunity to
highlight the anomaly whereby an original number plate on (say) a
late 1970s car cannot be replaced con a like-for-like basis. The
originai is perfectly legal, but an identical replacement made now
would be illegal because of the ‘standard font’ rules.

Paint

DEFRA has been in fouch to confirm that it is still working on
proposals for a licensing scheme to authorise the continued sale of
non-compliant vehicle refinishing products.

FIVA toc examine proposals to ban incandescent domestic
lighthulbs

The European Lamp Companies Federation (ELCF) is currently
working with the European Commission in preparation for a EU
Reguiation which is intended to ban from sale all traditional
incandescent domestic light bulbs from 2015. The concern is that
this will have a knock on effect for traditional vehicle bulbs.

The ELCF is aware that the anticipated measures may prove difficuit
for some users. ELCF has asked FIVA to provide it with the range of
fittings and wattages and voltages used in historic vehicles in order
to identify if there is a problem, and then how to solve it.

Continuous Insurance

This note has been prompted by recent correspondence quoting
claims by insurance companies that vehicles must be insured at all
times and that ‘laid-up’ cover can no longer be offered because the
law requires continuity of insurance.

Both claims are a manipulation of the truth: the legisiation on which
the claims are based has not yet come in to force and, even when it
dees, will not necessarily have the effect claimed.

At the end of 2004, the Department for Transport consuited on
proposals to require and enforce continuous insurance. The
enforcement hinged on automated systems to compare the DVLA ..

Volume 31 issue 5

www.traction-owners.co.uk 5






e

Notice is hereby given of the
Annual General Meeting of the Traction Owners Club Limited, to be held at
Quality Hotel Walsall West Midlands
On Sunday 25t November 2007, commencing at 11.00am

The business shall be to receive the report of the Committee, to approve the report of the Treasurer, and to elect the Directors and
Committee members. There are at present no resolutions for consideration. If any are received, they will be circulated to members in
November, with a formal agenda.

Proposals for subjects to be discussed should be received by the General Secretary by 24th October 2007

The Club at present has five directors. The Articles of Association require that one third of the directors be elected at each AGM.
Nominations are accordingly invited for two qualified people to stand for election. The following longest serving directors are standing down,
both of whom are eligible and are offering themselves for re-election: Andrew York and Steve Reed. Nominations must be in writing, be
from a paid-up member, include an indication that the nominee agrees to serve, and be received by the General Secretary before

24th October 2007

The Committee may consist of up to eighteen members. The rules of the Club require that one third of the committee be elected at each
AGM. Nominations are accordingly invited for up to six people who are willing to stand for election. The following longest-serving committee
members are standing down: Steve Shinebroom, Tony Malyon, John Ogborne, Peter Riggs, Bernie Shaw and Tony Hodgekiss , all of
whom are offering themselves for re-election. Again, any nominations for new committee members must be in writing from a paid-up
member, include an indication that the nominee agrees to serve, and be received by the General Secretary before 24th October 2007.,

Nominations are invited for the post of General Secretary and the post of Treasurer. John Ogborne is offering himself for re-election as
General Secretary and Tony Malyon is offering himself for re-election as Treasurer. Again, nominations must be in writing from a paid-up
member, include an indication that the nominee agrees to serve, and be received by the General Secretary before 24th October 2007. A
notice of all nominations received will be circulated in early November. Any member requiring a postal vote must make a claim, in writing, to
the General Secretary, before 24th October 2007

By order of the Company Secretary

THE TRACTION OWNERS CLUR LIMITED THE TRACTICON OWNERS CLUB LIMITED
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT - YEAR ENDED 31ST BALANCE SHEET - 31ST MARCH 2007
MARCH 2007
2007 2006 2007 2008
£ £ £ £ £ £
Turnover 29,721 25,566 Tangible Fixed Assets 1,503 1,879
Cost of sales 18,416 20,425 Investments 2,000 2,600
__________________ CURRENT ASSETS
GROSS PROFIT 11,305 5,141 Stock 67,150 64,047
Other operating income 19,327 19,036 Debtors 2,343 1,210
................. Cash at bank and in hand 16,604 16,069
30,632 24477 | e e
Distribution costs and administrative 86,097 81,326
Expenses 22,054 20,392 CURRENT LIABILITIES
Other operating charges 3268 26222 3179 23,571 Creditors falling due within
ane year 651 545
SURPLUS OF INCOME OVER | e s
EXPENDITURE BEFORE TAX 4,410 606 Net current assets 85,446 80,781
Tax on ordinary activities 121 e SIS
_______________ NET ASSETS 88,949 84,660
SURPLUS OF INCOME OVER Zmamms mmzzmm
EXPENDITURE AFTER TAX 4,289 608 CAPITAL AND RESERVES
General fund brought forward 84,660 84,054 General fund 88,949 84,660

GENERAL FUND CARRIED . For the year ended 31st March 2007 the company was entitied to exemption under section 249A
FORWARD 88,949 84,660 {1) of the Companies Act 1985. No members have reguired the company tc obtain an audit of its
mmmmmE mmmmes accounis for the year in question in accordance with section 248B(2).

in preparing these modified accounts:-
®  There were no recegnised gains and losses for 2007 and 2006 other than those included in

the income and expenditure account {2} We have relied upon the exemptions for individual accounts under Sections 247 to 249 of the

Companies Act 1985.

®  None of the Club's activities were acquired or discontinued during the year o 31st March {b) We have done s0 on the grounds that the company is entitled fo the benefit of those exemp-
2007and previous periods shown. tions as a small company. o

The directors acknowiedge their responsibility for:
i} Ensuring the company keeps accounting records which comply with section 221 and
ii) Preparing accounts which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the company as
at the end the financial vear, and of its profit and loss for the financial year, in accordance
with section 226, and which otherwise comply with the requirements of the Comipanies Act
refating {0 accounts, so far as applicable to the company.
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Dear John,

Congratuiaticns on the new, extended
magazine - a really good read.

! wonder if any of your readers can help
me. I'm the very happy owner of a 1938
Commerciale which Kenny Cocker found
for me in the middie of France in November
2003.

it was restored in 2001 after lying in a
‘grange’ for over 40 years so has had its
interior refitted as well as a new paint jcb,
engine overhaul etc.

Since buying it I've been trying to find out
more about Commerciales and their
original specification - but there seems to
be very little information about.

in particular I'm keen to track down details
of how the boct can open out to lie flat with
its chains, the criginal washable moleskin
press- on stud interior, floor covering, urine
trap etc.

However any detailed information (such as
articles, technical books, photos, wabsites -
whateverll) on Commerciales wouid be
very welcome.

I can be contacted by email ocn
hugh@dalblair.crangehome.co.uk  or by
phone on 01828627514 or 07843451803

Thanks
Fugh Macae

Greetings from a new recruit.

| live at present in the Andalucian hill-top
town of Arcos de la Frontera, and most
mornings | take a constitutional through the
Plaza.

imagine my surprise one morning in May
when strofiing through the car park to find
myself surrcunded by Tractions!

it was of course the Spain-Gibraltar tour
(see page 13 of the July / August issue).

i have long held a fascination for these
wonderful cars and had been considering
getting one when we move to south west
France later this year.

Well after a pleasurable hour spent
scrutinising these beauties and chatting to
cne of the owners (he might remember a
Spanish speaking Welshman} the baiance
had tipped frem fascination to madness.

My chegue whizzed off to the membership
secretary straight away and | hope to be
the proud owner of a Traction before too
jong. A LHD French small boot model

would do nicely!

I must say congratulations on a high
quality and well put together magazine, |
am still ploughing my way through the five
very welcome back issues which arrived
with my membership pack, great stuff.

Regards
Bet Whittaker

[Thanks for the email Bob and welcome to
the Ciub. | am however deeply
disappointed that you didn’t mention the
Skoda hire car | was driving. Ed]

Hi Mick

TOC Magazine received, thanks a lot. The
Classic Motor Show advert looks great.

| hope some of your members take up the
offer. Even if they miss the 1st August
deadiine of £8, it's still only £10 after the
1st.

If you get the chance remind them it's £18
on the deoor. .

Thanks again.

Sandra

Sandra Holloway
Club Correspondent
Classic Motor Show

Dear John

In the article in Fioating Powar on your
recent trip through Spain to Gibraltar
mention is made of air-conditioning the
Tracticn in summer heat by opening the
windows.

| find all that does is to create a nasty warm
side draught, which in addition plays havoc
with the wife's coiffure.

Surely we are all aware that the Traction
features up to four different forms of
aircon:

- first, the scuttle vent, which when
opened helps to cool the iegs;

- next, the opening windscreen,
which progressively adjusts the
volume of air to the face and chest;

- then, my Slough-built model boasts
a sunshine roof which, when
opened, cools the forehead (and
can be set sc as not to disturb the
lady's hair);

- finally, i have a Tudor (simiiar to
Clayton) heater-blower unit fitted
which, with the water valve closed
and the blower motor switched on,

circuiates the cooling air inside the
cockpit.

David De Saxe

Dear Sir

Many years ago | owned a Slough-built
Light 15 registration OYM 103. According
to the DVLA it is still on the rocad. Is its
owner a member of the club do you
know? If they are I would love to know how
my cld car is fairing, if they are willing to
talk to me!

Regards

Deneh (Cannen

[If any members know of the present
whereabouts of OYM 103 Derek can be
contacted by amail at
lindviou_oconnor@hotmail.com or via
myseif. Ed]

Hi John,

i don't know if you picked up on my
scmewhat cryptic comment re. “phishing” in
my last message but by coincidence our
local TV news carried an article on it last
night.

it goes something tike this. The bad guys
cruise the “For Sale” area of the internet
(they have cbviously strayed outside e-bay)
and make inguiries about goods tendered.
They agree a price and send a cheque
which is made out for too large an amount.
The honest vendor points this cut, and if he
doesn’t the crook brings it to his notice
asking for the balance to be refunded by
wire. The henest vendor does this and later
finds himself in possession of a large
withdrawal from his bank and a dud
cheguel!

| had several e-mail enquiries for my car in
somewhat broken English, including cne
purporting to come from a doctor in ireland
who had no command of grammar or
spelling.

I dom't quite know what you can do as an
agent except publish a “caveat vendor’
disclaimer.

»

Fuevon S

[Trevor, like a number cof cther TOC
members, was targeted by ‘phishers’ after
his Figatisig Power adveit was posted on
the TOC website. Whilst TOC members
are unlikely to fall for this type of scam
please be CAREFUL. Ed]
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Another spare to add to the
list?

Preparing for a trip in July , en Tracticn,
into deepest central France | was very
interested toc read in Floating Power the
extensive list of recommended sparas and
tools without which one should never
venture sur le continent.

Thus, armed with every item mentioned
{well almost), Carol and | set off completely
confident that we were ready for every
eventuality.

However (yes you've guessed) we had an
unexpected probiem about 150 miles north
of our destination.

As we were leaving a motorway parking
area the car kangarooced violently due to a
petrol vapour lock. There was a farge bang,
which sounded as if the engine had failen
out, and the gearbox began to make a
terrible howting sound.

All of this happened literally within a
second or two and | guessed immediately
what had happened - cne of the differential
bearing support straps had broken and the
differentiai had come loose.

We were now faced with twe choices- 1)
phene our breakdown recovery and come
back to the UK or, 2) carry on to our
destination where | would hopefully be able
to repair the box.

A quick check determined that gearbox oii
was not pouring everywhere so we decided
o proceed siowly to the next parking area
to see what was happening.

In fact, aithough the differential made an
horrendous noise on overrun it wasn't tco
bad on drive sc we carried on and
eventually, without losing too much time,
we made it!

That night, using a friend’s computer, |
visited all of the main Traction sites to
search for the part - only to find that no-
one listed it.

Slightly concerned, and a bit despondent, |
went to bed only to wake up at 2am in a
cold sweat as | realised that the part isn't
listed because each one is made originally
as a matching part with it's casing.

However, undaunted, next morning
(Monday) at the crack of dawn | removed
the gearbox and, sure enough, one of the
straps was broken.

At this point | phoned Barry Rijkers at CTA
for him to confirm what had awcken me
much eariier.

Hewever, he then said ‘hang on and he

would go and see if they had any
available’.

On his return he said ‘yes’ and that he
would send me several by express postage
in the hope that one would fit!

So it was Wednesday, about 5pm that a
parcel arrived containing ten straps!

On inspection, one was found to fit
perfectly and ancther seemed pretty close.

| fitted the best one and by Thursday
afternoon the gearbox was back in the car
and ready for a test drive.

Heart in mouth and butterflies in the
stomach | set off for 2 quick drive around
the block and... no problem! The gearbox
sounded perfect, (well it was no noisier
than before!) everything worked fine, we
finished our holiday and have now returned
back to the UK.

The real reason for writing this is to
publicise the wonderful service provided by
CTA in Holland and to thank again Barry
Rijkers and all the team for their efforts and
prompt action which got me back on the
road so quickly. Thanks again!

However, there is a postscript to all of this -
| was a little surprised that, apart frcm three
crown whee! teeth with minor chips, | could
detect no other damage to the differential.

A chat with Jonathon Howard, back in the
UK, confirmed that apparently I'm very
flucky because normally the sideways
movement of the diff., with subsequent
poor meshing of crown wheel and pinion,
quickly grinds away the teeth, and cften the
gearbox casing breaks as metal particles
trapped between the testh force the diff.
against the side of the case.

So why am i so lucky? The answer may be
in the replacement driveshafts which | fitted
last year. These are modern double
homokinetic joints which, unlike the original
Traction driveshafts, will not pull completely
apart.

My theory is that as the diff. tried to move
sideways the driveshafts, being pulied,
resisted this movement and so prevented

the diff. moving too far. It's only a theory
but 7?77

As a second postscript, and just out of
interest, we covered approximately 1400
miles, cruising at about 60mph on the
motorways, and the car averaged almost
exactly 27mpg. Also it was never
nacessary to top up either the engine oil or

water. Amazing!
Rich Caxlin

Greetings from the Iberian Peninsular

've just received the July/August edition of
Floating Power and vyet again it's
compulsive reading. It just gets better and
better as 'the Actress said to the Bishop'.

Once more the shopping was left to fester
in the sun while | engrossed myself in ali
things Traction.

‘Er indoors’ was not well pleased | can
assure  you. This is the second
consecutive time its happened and she is
now threatening tc get to the post box
before me for the next edition in order to
save ancther lcad of shopping going off.

This could develop intc a full blown
“domestic” and | hold you fully responsible
for producing such an interesting
magazine. What have you got to say for
yourself?

'm aiso writing to thank you for awarding
me the star prize for my letter in the last
edition which | understand cheered you up.
It was much appreciated .

At present we are still trying to decide what
to do with the prize. We are trying to stay
well balanced about it and hoping not to let
it change our lifestyle dramatically.

Judging by the weather forecasts we see
coming out of the UK | can understand why
you needed cheering up. its wall to wail
sunshine during the day over here followed
by warm, balmy Mediterranean evenings.

But iife over here can be hard at times as
on occasions | have to drag myself up the
stairs from the garden several times a day
in order to grab another iced beer from the
fridge.

But we don’t complain, we’re a stoical lot
cut here on the Costs Blanca, we just get
on with it.

Thanks again for a great magazine, it
makes having a Traction over here even
better!

By the way have you found out what the
terrible rattle coming from your engine
was?

Regards

Mebvyn Foud
['m sc pleased you are maintaining the stiff
upper lip of the true Brit under such harsh
conditions, but mortified at the thought that
Floating Power could be the cause of a
“domestic” in paradise. ['ve jooked at my
engine now. A gudgeon pin had seized and
the piston was hitting the liner at the top of
each stroke. Ed]
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TOCtech forum

The informaticn given in this section represents the opinicns and advice given by each contributing
author. Neither the TOC, nor its officers and members, accept liability for any error, omissions or

inaccuracies that it may contain.

John Ogborne

4 Whitegates

Bath Road

Wells

Somerset BA5 3LP

01749 675312
johnogborne@btinternet.com
toctech@btinternet.com

Overheating Problems

Brian Follain of Jersey has been suffering from overheating
problems with his 1938 11BL for some time. In this letter
from Brian, he describes how he overcame the probiem
with help from David Boyd and Chris Treagust.

in the November/December 2006 edition of Floating Power my
letter was published in relation to the overheating problem |
experienced whilst attending a rally in the Midi {South) of France. |
explained that aithough | had previously fitted both a new water
pump and a radiator, the overheating persisted.

Within a day or two of the magazine arriving | received a telephone
call from David Boyd who suggested | check the ignition timing
because a retarded engine would run hot on long journeys. David
also suggested that in all probability the cause was due to the
cylinder head being clogged up with rust and other debris,
suggesting that the interior water tube would most likely be
corrcded. He advised that | should remave the cylinder head and
check the interior condition.

i accepted this advice graciously and with enthusiasm, bearing in
mind that there is a total lack of knowledgeable Citroén personnei in
Jersey and that my “André” is the only one of two on the island.

Firstly, the timing was checked and found to be in order. On
removing the cylinder head | realised that, apart from David being
blessed with sound knowledge and most importantly being prepared
to impart it to others, he also pessessed the rare gift of psychic
powers. | observed that the interior was virtually void of water
channels - they were choked with rust and other debris. | removed
what was left, and did not replace, the water tube that runs the full
length of the head and replaced all the core plugs.

On re-assembly André was given a road test and subsequently
attended another rally, in hot conditions, in the country of its birth.
The result can only be described as perfect and outstanding with
the improvement being beyond my expectations. In conclusion, i
would like to record my very sincere thanks and gratitude to the
TOC magazine for publishing my letter in the November/December
2006 edition and, most importantly, to David Boyd for his
outstanding advice, his very kind interest in my problem, and for
being prepared to share and impart his vast knowledge to others.

it would aiso be remiss of me if { did not also thank Chris Treagust
for his, as always, very prompt forwarding of my spares. His
continued kindness and attitude is very much appreciated.

Finaily, as an “overseas” member, | and many like-minded
members | am certain who are unable to seek local advice on their
respective Tractions, wish to thank the editor for producing an
outstanding magazine that is very informative and extremely well
presented. The technical section is invaluable tc “overseas”
members.

With members like David Boyd and Chris Treagust and the quality

of the TOC magazine, the future or our club is assured.

Ammeter Shunts

A few months ago, | had an e-mail from a member who
needed to replace the ammeter in his car and was fitting
one other than the original type. The repiacement ammeter
was too sensitive and so required a shunt to by-pass some
of the excess current. | thought my suggestion may be of
interest to other members and that it may provoke scme
other ideas on how to go about this. Here is my reply.

From the description given the meter is probably a moving iron
meter rather than a moving coil. Most car meters were of this type
for reascns of cost.

A moving coil meter will, as its name suggests have a delicate
looking coil wound around an aluminium former and which is
attached to the needle; it is surrcunded by a permanent magnet. It
would definitely need a shunt.

A moving iron meter wiil have a fairly beefy looking coil inside which
an iron slug, which is attached to the needle, is attracted or repelied
(depending on the type) according to the current passing through
the coil. It will not have a separate shunt because the coil itself is
designed for the current it has to take.

Either way, if you are to continue using the meter, it will need a
shunt to divert some of the current away from the meter. Here is a
suggested method, aithough there are a few provisos.

You will need a fairly sensitive voitmeter — most modern digital
meters will measure down tc a few hundredths of a volt. Connect
the meter across the ammeter — the connections will have to be
fairly good as you will be measuring a smali voitage.

With the engine off, switch on the headlights and any other
electrical items that cause the meter to show a discharge and
estimate the indicated current on the ammeter - the nearer to fuli-
scale the better. Note the voltage on the voltmeter. (You couid of
course do this with just the battery and a load of headiamp buibs
rather than in the car.)

Using ohm’s law (V = IR) divide the voltage by the indicated current
and this will give you the resistance of the meter — it wiil be a small
number.

Fer example, if the ammeter is showing 20 amps and the voltage is
0.1v, the resistance wili be 0.1/20 = 0.005 ohms.

Now you could calculate the value of the shunt for a given fuli-scale
reading, but the simplest way would be shunt it with the same
resistance as the meter, thereby halving the readings — this will
mean that the ammeter is giving some reasonable indication of the
charge/discharge current by simply halving the reading.
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To make the shunt, you need to get hold of some standard gauge
copper wire which you can get on-line from Maplin or RS
Components.

You also need to ensure that the wire is capable of taking the shunt
current (half the indication) so | would aim for something like 18
SWG (1.22 mm dia). This has a resistance of 0.0145 ohms/metre
so, in the above example, you will need 0.005/0.0145 metres
(345mm).

{Other resistances are:

14 SWG 0.00522 (2.03 mm dia)
16 SWG 0.00816 (1.63 mm dia)
20 SWG 0.0258 (0.92 mm dia)
22 SWG 0.0426 (0.71 mm dia)

In the above exampie, the shunt will have to dissipate 1 Watt (20 x
(.05) (The voitage will halve with the shunt in place). It will get a
little warm but 18 SWG will be well capable of coping — you could
probably get away with 20 SWG.

If things get too hot (thin wire will be less capable of dissipating the
heat) the resistance will increase, thereby increasing the dissipation
(and changing the meter reading) possibly leading to a run-away
condition o burn-cut. It all depends on the readings that you get.

The easiest way to make a shunt is to wind the wire around anacther
much higher value resistor — anything greater than 100 times the
wire resistance — solder the ends of the wire to the resistor leads
which can in turn be connected to the meter.

The wire must be enamelled so that the turns do not short, so scrape
the enamel off where it has to be soldered. It is supposed to be
“self-fluxing” but | still find it easier to scrape it off.

Maplin and RS will have suitable resistors — choose a wire-wound
one big enough to take the length of wire (see wire diameters
above).

If you have any doubts about the readings or the method just does
not work — et me know and we will try o solve it.

Oil Leaks and Baffles

Searching through some old files recently, | came across
“Slough Technical Note No 583" dated August 1953 and
thought that it might be of interest to those of us whose cars
regularly spoil driveways with oil drips. It would also be
interesting to hear from any members who have actually
used this technique, have comments about its effectiveness,
or know what “Vellumeoid” is. | doubt that the “Spare Parts
Department” at Slough would be of much help in 20071

Befere taking any action it is necessary to find out the cause of the
leakage which can cccur from the haif oil baffles or from the haif
moon joints of the sump. To do this, remave the inspection cover
from the fiywheel housing, carefully remove all traces of ail and run
the engine to show up the cil leakage.

® Leakage from the half moon points of the sump.
Replacement of the joints can be done without removing the engine.
® Leakage from the half oil baffles.

There will be a leakage each time the baffle touches the crankshaft

and the replacement or centring of the half cil baffle necessitates the
removal of the engine, the gearbox and the flywheel. It is of no use
to take off the sump if the joints do not leak. In all cases, except
when the threads have been knocked or when they are deformed,
the half oil baffles can be re-used with the existing threads by
correctly centring them. Proceed as follows:

1) Remove the half il baffles. To take out the iower one on old
engines remove the central stud which should be repiaced by
a screw on re-assembly (Screw A.222-88).

2) Clean and scrape the existing joints.

3) Open up the six fixing knobs to 8.5mm diameter with a drill.

4) Polish the part of the crankshaft carresponding to the position
of the haif cil baffles with worn emery cloth soaked in engine
Gil.

5) Cut paper joints corresponding to the faces of the half oil

baffles on the cylinder block.

6) Cut out of foil 0.1mm thick two packing pieces as shown in
figure 1. Cut two paper joints to the shape of the joining
faces of the two haif oif baffles.

7) Smear hermetic on the bearing faces of the half oil baffles.
Stick on thé joints made as in paragraph 5.

8) Offer up the top oil baffle placing between its threads and the
crankshaft a foil packing piece made as in paragraph 6 (see
figure 2). Do up the fixing screws, without tightening them,
placing a plain washer under the heads.

9) On the bearing faces of the top half cil baffle place the paper
joints cut as in paragraph 6. Smear these joints with
hermetic.

Note carefully. Do not block up the thread in the half off
haffies.

10) Offer up the bottom half oil baffles on the bearing cap,
placing between its threads and the crankshaft the second
foit packing piece made as in paragraph 6 {(see figure 2). Do
up the fixing screws placing a plain washer under the heads.

Mote. Make sure that the washers do not foul at
‘@ {figure 2} on the half oil baffies and prevent these from
centring.

Smear hermetic on the threads of the screw A.222-88
repiacing the central stud.

11) Using a clamp, compress the half oil baffies so that their
faces are in close contact. Do not over-tighten or the oil
baffles will be deformed. Tighten the fixing screws alternately
to 1.3mkg.

12)  Remove the foil packing pieces from between the crankshaft
and the threads of the oil baffles by puliing on the bent
tongues with flat-nosed pliers.

Remarks

Our Spare Parts Department will notify you as socon as they are able
to supply to you the half oil baffles matched and completsly
machined, in particular the inside bore being to the finished
dimension. These baffies can be fitted as described above without
special tools. it should also be possible to supply you with the
Vellumoid joints for the assembly of these baffles.
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... many cther slightly smalier adventures with great times had by all
(Distillery visits do seem to be a popular theme for scme strange
reason)i

For Katie and | they will be a very tough act to follow so we will nead
your help to grow some fresh ideas - any suggestions, nc matter
how bizarre, will be gratefully received.

Frarff

Surrey, Hampshire Sussex Borders Section

Firstly a big thank you to all the members who attended the annual
rally and an especial thank you for making my birthday on the
Saturday such an enjoyable, though busy day. The prasentation of a
birthday cake and card from you all was such a surprise. The whole
weekend was superb and is one | wili remember for a very long time,
we were so lucky with the weather, | am sure James had a hand in
this.

The section pregramme for the remainder of 2007 is:

Sept 16 Surrey Classic Vehicle Ciub show, Rural Life Centre,
Tifford, Surrey. Please phone 020 8330 7216 for an
entry form. Meet at The Fairmile, Cobham at 10am for a
convoy drive down to Farnham or otherwise go direct to
Tilford near Farnham.

Cct21  The Fairmile.
Nov 18 The Fairmile
Dec 16 Christmas Lunch at The Barley Mow, West Horsley. This is

also a pre-booked event so please contact us in good time
if you plan to attend. Menus will be sent out in due course
to those who have indicated they will attend.

Please call Helen on 0208 330 721¢€ for further details.

Ftelen & John

West of England Section

The Section meets on occasional Sunday’s. The meetings planned
for the rest of this year are:

Qct7 Possible visit to Tyntesfield Manor (NT) near Nailsea - to

be confirmed.

More details will be added as time progresses

Jare L Fevence

News from the rest of the TOC World

There are very few Tractions in South America, but Alejandro
Bastin's 1940 Light 15 is something special. It was imported intc
Argentina in early 1940, having been assemblaed in Slough in late
October 1939 {(and would therefore have been classified as a 1940
model).

Although the war had starfed in September, Slough continued to
build Tractions for some months (1 think up to February 1940).

It was purchased by Mariana Arbouet de Seara in 1940 from
Tecdoro Gilotaux (who was a Citroen mechanic who became a
dealer). The family has owned this car from new, and it is now in the
hands of a very proud Alejandro.

Some of you may have recently seen the video cn You Tube of him
driving with his daughter in the centre of Buenos Aires in the first
snow seen in the city for years.

Last November he was awarded Best European Car in a show, and
there is a good write up on the Brazilian website
{(www autociassic.com.br click on documentaria).

There are very few Light 15s of this date but another fine example is
owned by Brian Wade in Australia. Brian’s car, which has a chassis
number just 11 later than Alejandro’s, was probably assembied in
the same batch.

Le Conservatoire

We are currently attempting to arrange a visit to Le Conservatcire in
Paris for TOC memmbers next year .

if successful, the visit will take piace on a Friday in either March cr
April 2008, and will be combined with a visit to the adjacent PSA
Peugeot production plant which is located on the edge of the Aulnay-
scus-Bois industrial park in Paris.

Also, if successful, the date for the visit will be confirmed to us in
October this year.

inaugurated at the end of November 2001, Le Conservatoire houses
more than 300 Citroén models, together with a range of objects and
archives relating to the Marque’s history - past, present and future.

Le Conservatoire is not cpen to the general public but visits by
groups, such as the TOC, are allowed from time to time for them to
see the 5,600 m? reserved for the 300 Citroén vehicies in the
coliection — several of which were provided by Citrogn Portugal and
Citroén UK — and the 1,400 linear metres of shelving containing the
Citroén document archives.

These archives contain design office sketches and plans, original
styling drawings by Bertoni, technical documents, displays, and
lithographies - all of which bear testimony to Citroén’s ability to
innovate in sales, advertising and industrial preduction.

if the visit can be arranged there will be no charge (aithcugh travel
and accommodation must be paid for) but the TOC group will be
limited to an absolute maximum of 40 people.

A few members have already expressed an interest in joining the
group (which is why we agreed to try to make the arrangements) so
will anyone else interested in joining in the visit please register their
interest with us as soon as possible, by telephone on 0870 012
2002 or by email on m.holmes1@ntiwerld.com.

As we expect there to he a lot of interest in this visit places will be
allocated on a first come, first served basis.

Meira £ Mick FHelmes
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TOCeve:

September 2007

1-2 CCC Midland — H van 60™ anniversary event
8-9 Beaulieu International Autojumble

14 - 17 Normandy Tour

October 2007

6-7 75 Years of the Rosalie

6-7 London International Classic Car Show

November 2007

9-11 Classic Car Show

24 -25

2008

TOC Annual General Meeting

February 2008

8-17 Retromobile

April 2008

20 Drive it Day

May 2008

3-4 Citromobile

June 2008

7-8 Evesham Show

27 - 29 TOC Annual Rally

July 2008

10-13 24th Brittany Tour

August 2008

15-17 14th ICCCR

29 - 31 70th anniversary event for the 15-six
November 2008

tbe TOC Annual General Meeting

2009

July 2009

10- 13 75th anniversary event for the Traction Avant

Stratford Race Course

Beaulieu. Details from www .beaulieu.co.uk/motormuseum/events

The 3" TOC tour to Normandy — again being organised by Pete & Sue
Simper and Martin & Vicki Nichoison. For details contact Pete or Martin

Montihéry Circuit. Further details from Jean-Frangois Soyez, Automobile

Club André Citroén, Tel: 00 33 1 30 93 §7 34, Email: jfsoyez@wanadoo.fr

Alexandra Palace, London. For details see http://www classicshows.org/

AdlyPally061007.htm

NEC, Birmingham

Quality Hotel, Walsall, West Midiands (M6 J10)

Paris Expo. For more information see www.retromebile.fr

See Section Scene for details of local arrangements

Veemarkthallen, Utrecht, Holland

Peak District. Full details to follow

Details and date to be confirmed

Rome, italy. For details see main website: www.icccr2008.it

Fort de Seclin, near Lille. Further details from Robin Dyke

Details to be confirmed

Arras, Northern France. For wup to date
www.75heurespour75ans.com

details

see:
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